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[273] 


No. l. 


India Office to Foreiijn Office.—{Received January 3.) 


g; r India Office, January 2, 1907. 

’ IN reply to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 19th December, 1900, forwarding a copy of 
Sir N. O’Couor's despatch No. GOO of the 1st September last relative to the delimita¬ 
tion of the Aden frontier, 1 am directed to say that Mr. Secretary Morley sees no 
objection to Sir N. O’Conor’s proposal to take act, by means of a note reroute, in terms 
such as he suggests, of the declaration contained in the Turkish note of the 21st AHguat, 
1900, as to the authenticity of the original maps signed by the British and lurkish 
Commissioners. . . , , 

Mr. Morley understands that, in Sir X. O Conors view, the declaration In the 
Porte above mentioned constitutes a sufficient record of tile settlement arrived at. am 
that the course 1m proposes will obviate complications which might bo expected to auso 
should a further Irado bo required. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLBY. 


[521] 2 - 

Mr. (i. Barclay to Fir Edward Grey.—{Received January G.) 

(T(dosruT)hic ) P. Constantinople, January G, 1907. 

V PERMISSION obtained by Consul at Bussorah for Kowcit goods referred to in 
my despatch No. M!0 of the 27th December, 190G, to be returned to Kurrachee as I 
suggested. 


[5S8] 


No. 3. 


Mr. G. Barclay to Fir Edward Grey.—(Received January 7, 1907.) 


gj r ** ^ Constantinople, December 27, I90G. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that, according to the niformatioii which 1 have 
received, it appears that the Ottoman Government have withdrawn the greater part of 
their troops from Kassim. The account given by His Majesty’s Consul at Ihmsondi is 
that outof nine battalions (about 1,800 men), all but two have been withdrawn by order 
of the Sultan, at the request of the inhabitants. Although Sami Pasha reported that 

[1709] B 






2 

iS Said 10 bave -M '$** -other battalion 

,,;I l ‘?, acc r ? unt e "T '!'° '\ eti , n .e B|itish Consul at Jeddah is different According 
flint tV’ 'f 9° mm ?"4§S of tl,c 1 urklstl troops 111 Kassini was informe,I by Bin Snood 
o nniee ,1 V ^ aml ** if t,lc - v '">'1 orders to light he was read^- 

officer ^renp^mthdrewh* men, transport being supplied on* full payment 

and taCTfcobSd^succe^ ^** '“° St ** been ■*“»«. 

J have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


1589] No d. 

(No S' 3 5) Sh G ' ,iarCl ' UJ t0 Sir K,,mard Grey.—(Received January 7, 1907.) 

S' r ’ uttii r , , „ Constantinople. December 27, TDOth 

\\ III reference to my despatch No. 805 of the ldtli instant, respecting Turkish 
cncrouilnnents in Wadi Sim 1>, I have the honour to stale that the pro-memoritl therein 
e W ’T’'*™ 1 ''' ’V ttl0 huhlimo l’orte, and that on the Dili (19th)December 

the .Minister of the Interior telegraphed to the Vali of Yemen, informing iibn of the 
complaint mado by Ills Majesty s Government, and instructing him to see that tho 

Bmfudao-Cofcom 81 "' 11 " l aCti °“ rt “ e ' vi,1 ‘ ,hl ' •'“««» « «"> &*** 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


[24] No. 5. 

(No ,S-'0) M ' n " r ' ,a ' J ‘° Slr Kdwa ’ d Grey.—(Received January 7, 1907.) 

Blr * rtv *1 10.1 e , , , Constantinople, December 27, 1900. 

It,,. I , , lst “ WPtoinber htft 1 received a telegram from His Majesty's Consul at 
Biist.ur.ih stating that two bales of piece goods, destined for Kuweit and overcame,! to 
Bussornh in a British Indian steamer, had been detained at the custom-hpuse on the 
feiouud that Kuweit was a Turkish port and had no custom-house, and that, therefore 
goods must pay import duties at liussorah. The Director of Customs at Bagdad was 
said t„ bo acting in this matter on tho orders of the Central Customs. 

As it did not seem desirable to raise the question of the status of Koweit for 
hr sake „f so apparently small a matter, I instructed Mr. Crow to endeavour to induce 
the agent to obtain permission to reship the bales to Bombay. 

I hoard no m®i of the matter and consequently assumed that it had been settled 
but having observed from your despatch No. 539 of the loth instant that the bales 
of gocids were destined for the sheikh himself, and that lie evidently felt strongly on 
the subject, I telegraphed to Mr. Crow to inquire what had happened, Mr Crow 
replied on the 26th instant to the effect that the agent had failed to induce the local 
lurkish authorities to allow tho reshipment of the goods, and that the matter had been 
referred to tho I hrcctor of Customs at Bagdad. 

Had I known that the goods were consigned to Sheikh Mubarok himself, 1 should 
have asked for your instructions in tho first instance. As the matter stands, if the 
lurkish authorities persist m their demand fur payment of duty and refuse to allow 
rcshipnieut 1 should be glad to learn whether you would wish me to make representations 
to the bubhino I Orto on the subject, insisting on the fact that Koweit is not a 
lurkish port, or whether 1 should simply ask that permission mav lie given for the 
goods to bo reslnppod. In the latter case it would no doubt be obvious to tho Turkish 
Government that we were endeavouring to evade the main question of the status ,,f 
Koweit, nud such evasion would very possibly strengthen them in their attitude. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


[779] 


No. G. 


India Office to Foreiyn Office .—f Received January 7.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction ,,f Mr. Secretary Morlev, 
forwards herewith, with reference to India Olfico letter of the 31st December, 1900, 
for the information of the Secretary of State, paraphrases of telegrams relative to 
Turkish complaints as to the hoisting of a British ting on nn island near Katif. 

India OJfice, January 7, 1907. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 0. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. January 5,1907. 

KATIF. Your telegram dated the 2tth December, 1906. 

We have received a telegram, dated the 27th December, 11100, from Major Cox, 
reporting that 11 is Majesty’s ship “Sphinx," under directions from Admiral, recently 
carried out examination of headland approaches to Katif. Receipt of following from 
Ilis Majesty’s Consul at Jtussornh is also reported by Resident, Persian Gulf: - 

“ Letter received from Vali, Bussorah, .stating that information has reached him 
that on the 29th November, 1900, surveys were made at Itas Tamira by British 
steamer, and that tlagslall was erected and British Hag hoisted two days later at 
Najwa Island, which is H hours fiom Katif Harbour, opposite Dowarin. Vali says 
ho is being pressed for a reply from Constantinople, and that, as some misunder¬ 
standing may arise, lie would lie glad to be furnished with explanations." 

Commander of “ Sphinx ” replied as follows, in answer to inquiry by 
Major Cox:— 

"It is not the cnee that the British flag was hoisted on the island. Following 
reply is suggested to (lie Vali of Bussorah’s inquiry 

“‘No survey made, only necessary soundings to insure safety of shin. Najwa 
is small sand-bank 7 miles from nearest point of Turkish coast (!) guard. As aid 
to navigation, small pole with piece or old hunting of no signilicance was placed 
there.’ ” 

1 propose to approve course which C’nx suggests, viz., that terms of answer to 
Vali should be those proposed by Commander of " Sphinx," with preface pointing out 
necessity, in connection with piracies committed, of our ships on Gulf duty having an 
accurate knowledge of the intricate waters in tin- vicinity of Bahrein. I will await 
your instructions before taking action, as it is desirable that reply should he made ir 
identical terms to Vali and to Turkish Ambassador. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. (i. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, January Ij, IDOf. 

1C ATI F. Your telegram of yesterday. . 

It would, 1 think be much better to reply in words of Commander of “Sphinx," 
omitting preface proposed by Resident in Persian Gulf. 















[273] 


No. 7. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Q. Barclay. 

(No. 11.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 8, 1907. 

T HAVE to inform you that I forwarded to the Secretary of State for India a copy 
of Sir N. O’Conor’s despatch No. 009 of the 1st September relative to the discrepancies 
alleged to exist between the original maps signed on the spot by the Commissioners for 
the Aden frontier delimitation and the copies of those maps prepared in the Indian 
Survey Department, and I inquired at the same time whether Mr. Morloy saw any 
objection to the course proposed by his Excellency for the practical solution of the 
question raised by the action of the Ottoman < lovermncnt in this matter. 

I now transmit to you herewith copy of the reply which lias been returned to that 
communication, 0 expressing Mr. Morley’s concurrence with Sir N. O’Conor’s proposal, 
and I authorize you to address to the Sublime Porte a responsive note verbale to the 
effect suggested by his Excellency. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


[1108] No. 8. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 11.) 

TIIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morloy, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, paraphrases of inclosed 
telegrams relative to the policy in regard to the Aden Hinterland. 

India Office , January 10, 1907. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. December 15, 1906. 

ADEN Hinterland. 

We submit following replies to questions in your telegram of the 14th instant 
regarding withdrawal of troops from Dthali:— 

“1. On 1st December last we issued orders for withdrawal of all troops from 
Dthali; Modified orders were issued to effect that suitable escort for Political Officer, 
consisting of native infantry, should lie left at Dthali on 8th December. 

“ 2. Excepting suitable escort for Political Oflieer, all troops are being withdrawn. 
Total garrison of Dthali is 2 guns and 1,050 bayonets. 

“3. Final decision not yet arrived at regarding size of escort to be left with Political 
Officer; 300 native troops are recommended by Resident. Meanwhile, the matter 
being under consideration, authority to retain suitable escort uot exceeding strength 
proposed by him lias been given to Resident. 

“ 4. Movement of all the troops is not being carried out simultaneously. With¬ 
drawal of Bqrderers, Scottish Rifles, and Sappers, 2(54 in all. has already taken place. 

“ 5. Remainder move in four detachments, of which the last will reach Aden in the 
course of three weeks.” 

(Repeated to Resident, Aden.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 8. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Januar V '■ 1907 ' 

AFFAIRS in Aden Hinterland. • 

Mv telegram dated the 15th ultimo. . , 

We shall he glad to he informed whether you concur m following general 
instructions which, subject to your approval, wo propose to issuo to Political Officer at 
Dthali:— 

« Ilis duty will ho to watch affairs as they settle down after delimitation, and to 
keep in touch witli Upper Yaffai and other tril.es in neighbourhood; as regards 
international and territorial responsibilities entailed on us towards lurkish authorities 
bv demarcation, to afford support and guidance to Amir ; also to advise as to meanshy 
which future relations with Amir and his subjects and with other sections ot the tribes 
should ho conducted. , . . , iW , 

“ Anv step likely to lead to political or military entanglements must be suoulul, 
and policy of non-interference with internal and domestic policy of tribes must ie 
adhered to by him; and, in order to minimize effect of his withdrawal when it takes 
place, he is to conduct affairs on the undertaking that Ins retention is temporary. Ho 
mav when necessary discuss with local Turkish authorities affairs o! secondary 
importance; hut indealimr with complaints ho may receive he must lie circumspect, 
and must take care not to exaggerate such as may occur. . . .. 

“Any ease which appears to call for active intervention must bp referred by him 
specially for orders, but lie may assist Resident, so far as tins can be done without 
involving entanglements in purely tribal affairs, in peacolul settlement of intertribal 
disputes.” 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 8. 

Mr Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. lolT hn/m Of.ee, January 8, 1007. 

ADI'N. Your telegram dated the 8th January. 

While adhering to Treaty litigations, I desire to discourage, any active 
interference in affairs of Upper Yaffai; otherwise, I have no objection to general 
scone of instructions to Political Officer, Dthali. ,, 

9 Whole question being dependent on Political Officer and Resident appreciating 
and actiug in accordance with intention of His Majesty s Government to withdraw 
from Dthali, I would substitute following words for first sentence of instructions 
down to words “should he conducted,” and for the passage beginning, • and m order 
to minimize,’’ and ending, “ retention is temporary . 

‘ His Majesty’s Government intend that, as soon as local conditions permit, 
Political Officer should be withdrawn from Dthali, and that thereafter, when required, 
OecmtnVl vWU should he paid to Dthali to deal with frontier affairs t should 
therefore he understood by Political Officer that his duty is so to conduct affairs tint 
his carlv withdrawal mav ho facilitated, and that when it takes p ace its effect may ho 
minimized. This consideration should govern lus dealings with the Amir and ns 
subjects, with other sections of the tribes, and with the I urki-.li authorities. As soon 
•is nraeticahle, a report should lie furnished by him ns to date by which it will be 
possible to withdraw, and us lo manner in which,'after withdrawal, Irontier affairs may 
he conducted.” 

Proposed instructions are approved, subject to these modifications. 
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No. 9. 


Sir Edward Grey to Musurus Pasha. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, January 15, 1907. 

WITH reference to the aide-memoire which you were good enough to leave at 
this Department on the 22nd ultimo, containing an enquiry whether there was any 
truth in a rumour which had reached the Turkish Government to the effect that the 
British flag had recently been hoisted on an island one and a-lialf hour distant from 
El Katif, 1 have the honour to inform your Excellency that a report was called for by 
telegraph on the subject from the Commander of His Majesty’s ship “ Sphinx.” 

I am now in a position to inform your Excellency that the rumour alluded to in 
the aide-memoire is not in accordance with the facts. It appears that a small pole 
with a piece of old bunting of no significance attached thereto was placed on the Island 
of Nojwa as an aid to navigation, and it is no doubt this circumstance which has 
given rise to the report which formed the subject of your Excellency's enquiry. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. GItEY. 


[2054] No. 10. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 18.) 

Sir, India Office , January 17, 1907. 

IN continuation of Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 4th July last relating to the piracy 
alleged to have been committed by the Sheikh and villagers of Abu Dhaluf on the 
const of El Katr in the Persian Gulf, I nm directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to forward, 
to he laid before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from the 
Government of India transmitting further papers on the subject. 

Mr. Morley is disposed, subject to any observations which Sir E. Grey may desire 
to otter, to approve the terms of the instructions which the Government of India 
propose to issue to the Political Resident in the Persian Gull. It is assumed that 
the instructions given in paragraph 8 of the inclosure, Schedule (A).* refer only 
to action on the land, and not to action in the territorial waters of the Katr const. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 10. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Fort William , December 20, 1906. 

WE have the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of the correspondence 
regarding the actiou taken by the Political Agent at Bahrein with reference to a piracy 
alleged to have been committed on a Persian bont by the Sheikh nud villagers of Abu 
Dhaluf on the coast of Katr. 

2. The instructions which we propose to issue to the Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf are contained in the draft which forms Schedule (A) to this despatch,* 
We should be glad to know whether they meet with the approval of His Majesty's 
Government. 

Wo have, &c. 

(Signed) MINTO. 

KITCHENER. 

DENZIL IBBETSON. 

U. ERLE RICHARDS. 

J. P. IIEWRlT. 

E. N. BAKER. 

H. ADAMSON. 


locloeuro 2. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 10. 
Gorrmmcnf oj India to Major Cox. 


^Confidential.) For , William, Dtembt ,1006. 

b,r ’ T AM directed to acknowledge the rccei|it of your letter, dated the 16th September, 
100(1 on the subject of a piratical act alleged to have been committed on a 1 crsian boat 
by the Sheikh and villagers of Aim Dhnltif, a village on the northern Katr coast. 

J a You draw attention to the fact that the orders passed by the Government of 
India"'in paragraph l of them letter dated the :!rd May. 1900, .night he interpreted » 
implying that active interference by British officers is uncalled for m ® l “" | 
'piracy unless British or British-protected interests are mvol.ed and. 
interpretation of the orders crystallizes as a principle of poke) to 1 >l 
G ulf, you request that the position may be reconsidered with reference o the facts 
brought to notice in your letter You state that such a doctrine has never More hmm 
anccificallv promulgated by the Government ol India, and that n fact it «us not 
lETfn 1897 in a case in which Persian pirates "he ad rohiim *. «£ of 
another Persian boat were captured near the mouth of the Slmtt-el-A ) 

Roval Indian mail-steamer "Lawrence." You urge that its adoption at the present 
moincnt wouldnot only be impolitic, but would greatly 

humanitarian principle on which our action in the I crsian Gulf has been mauily 

f0Und 3 d 'ln paragraph 5 of the inclosure to your letter is quoted in support of your 
argument ^letter, dated the 17th September, 1979. from the India Office to the 
Foreign Office, nnd you indicate the following ns being, in your opinion, nntor, I 
corollaries of the policy outlined in that letter: 

(1) That ns the Chiefs of ’ITucial Oman arc hound by their Agreements with the 
British Government to abstain from all piracies, and a* ,“$2^ of 

have no direct relations with foreign Powers, we should »tilbe,born, n he e on o 

an Omani boat committing a piracy on n Persian boatm CWernment or let 

property was concerned, to interfere in the interests ot the I crsian Government 

the latter take action on their own account. .t mu |d have 

(O ) Bv the same analogy, in Clio case of a piracy by a Katr boat, we should nave 
to take tho^roiiuisite steps or'lace the alternative of allowing the 1 ersinn Government to 
interfere on tie Katr coast, a measure which would weaken our prestige nraong the 
Arabs of the Gulf. 

4 Tn replv, I am to say, in the first place, that the letter from the India Office to 
the Foreign Office quoted by you merely contains an expression of Lord Cranbrooks 
ondnionTto the maritime*policy which it would he advisable for us to pursue in the 
Gulf, nnd cannot he regarded as affording an aulhoritatiive ru mg i 

in tlm Persian Gulf in which British interests are not directly concerned. In the tl ir 
ace“ the Government of India do not consider that the orders passed by 11 cmmthe 
particular case in question can be regarded as bearing the mterpretatmn placed upon 

them 6 b Vn°o U r'der, however, that there may he no doubt in future as to the policy to he 
followed in sueli cases, 1 am directed to explain nt length the situation in tho light 
5 “a o he Government of India. As stated in parapph 3 ol your ette , 

many of “hi Chiefs on the coast are either by Treaty or usage bound to the B t, h 
Government to abstain from maritime war. and it » our right and ourjJVg J L d ™“$ 
redress from these Chiefs in tile event of acts ol piracy being committed i,y any 
their subjects. In the opinion ot the Government of India, it is further our du J « 
obtain redress for the subjects of these Chiefs when they ««#«r by -ut * ho 

hands of other Arab tribes who arc not connected with usby lrcatyo - ■ 

Chiefs in question are not in a position to obtain salndaction by action on their o 
uciimnt li“mder to free the sea'from pirates, and so to fulfil their obligations, the 









British Government may find it necessary to take action against such other Arab tribes, 
not only in cases in which British interests or the interests of subjects of Chiefs 
connected with the British Government are concerned, but also in cases in which 
the sufferers are subjects of foreign Powers, inasmuch ns the British Government have 
been led to acknowledge a general obligation for the preservation of the maritime peace 
of the Gulf, an honourable duty which they have no desire to disclaim. 

G. It is consistent with the policy of the Government of India and in consonance 
with their obligations that action should be taken to secure redress in such cases of 
piracy as the one tinder discussion, even though British interests are not affected ; 
hut, on the <»thcr hand, the nature of the action to he taken in such cases requires 
careful consideration with reference to other interests involved. The British Govern¬ 
ment, no doubt, have a right to lake action by sea in all eases for the suppression 
ot piracy in territorial waters olf the Katr coast, as they claim the right to take such 
measures as British Naval Commanders may think lit, fer the protection of British 
commerce and shipping, even in Turkish territorial waters. The question of action by 
land is, however, on a somewhat different footing. The Turkish Government claim 
supremacy over the Katr Peninsula, nud resent any action by British olllecrs which may 
appear to disregard this claim. Although the British Government do not recognize 
Turkish sovereignty on the Arabian coast below Ojair, yet at the same time occasions 
frequently occur when it is desirable to avoid offending Turkish susceptibilities il British 
interests can be adequately defended without doing so; and it is desirable, therefore, 
that when action is taken against tribes on the Katr Peninsula the Biitish Government 
should he in a position if necessary to support it on the ground that British interests 
wore involved. Further, it is advisable that the Government of India should not, without 
due deliberation, he involved in hostilities against any of the Katr tribes, as unexpected 
complications might result. 

7. It has also to be remembered, with reference to the question of reprisals on 
laud, that, apart trom cases when a man-of-war is in a position to capture a pirate boat 
red-handed, instances in which immediate action is required are likely to be rare. The 
people of Katr cannot permanently abandon their coast villages, they cannot part with 
the pearl-boats on which their livelihood depends, nor can they cut themselves off 
from their commercial communication with Bahrein. The means of bringing pressure 
to hear upon them are, therelore, always ready to hand, and the necessary pressure can 
he applied with the same effect after the lapse of some time ns immediately on the 
commission of a piracy. 

8. Having regard to these considerations, the Government of India arc averse to 
granting general discretion to local officers with regard to the action to he taken on the 
Katr coast for the prevention or punishment of disturbances of the maritime peace, nor 
are they prepared to lav down any general rule as to the cases in which redress may or 
may not he exacted. They would prefer ’.‘.at iclt case should he reported by telegraph 
or by post as it may occur; and they do not consider that the occurrence of a slight 
delay in disposing of the matter will involve any disadvantageous consequences as 
regards tin* ultimate settlement of such cases. Probably, ns a rule, before practical 
action is resorted to, it would he well to try the expedient of endeavouring to obtain 
redress by communicating with the leading Sheikh of Katr. This has been the procedure 
adopted in several previous cases, and in the present instance it is noted that Captain 
Priilenux Imd communications with Sheikh ‘Esa-bin-lLanuul-al-Manna’i on the subject 
of the alleged theft of property. 

The Government of India concur with you that, for the reasons given in 
paragraph 7 of your letter, it is unnecessary to endeavour to enforce the rule suggested 
by Captain Prideaux, that petty Headmen of quasi-independent villages on the Katr 
coast should lie required to call on the Political Agent if they see his flag, nnd they are 
ot opinion, with reference to Captain Prideaux’ rocommemlations for the final disposal 
of the particular case in question, that, as the failure of the Headman to come on hoard 
the ** Sphinx ” was atoned for by his subsequent visit to Captain Prideaux in Bahrein, it 
is unnecessary to summon him again to Bahrein to hear the reasons for the closing of 
the case. The orders which the Political Agent proposes to pass in the matter, and which 
appear to the Government of India to be generally suitable, may be communicated to 
the Sheikh in writing. 


I have, &c. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 10. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


/r R l f? i \ Bushirc, March 3, 1006. 

' J Tu VE the honour to submit a copy of a communication, with inclosurcs, received 
from the Political Agent, Bahrein, in which he reports the circumstances of a visit mailo 
bv him in His Maiestv's ship " Sphinx ” to Abu Dhnluf, on the north-western extremity 
of (lie Katr Pct'iinsulajfbr the purpose of exacting reparation for the maltreatment >y 
the Shcikli anti inhabitants of a Persian dhow which was driven into their anchorage y 

Stress oi weather Son i 0 r Naval Offlfcer had left for Muscat and l 

was moreover expecting to visit Bahrein in the course of the cmttm.tr wek t I 
therefore delayed Snaking any reference to Government until t i.ail seen C aptain 

rrid To.i arrival at Bahrein, on the 18th February. I learnt that the Sheikh of \hu 
Dhaluf had since sent in a representative to interview tl,c .„[]ja'n 1 otter 

explain his own version of the occurrence. He at the same time iorwarded a 

from Sheikh .Insim-bin-TItani (to the Political Agent) who y efi 

matter did not directly concern him, hut that lie thought it right and friendly to « 

Captain Prideaux that it seemed to him that the Ain, ' >halutpeopelm<l 

The representative came to Captain Prideaux under the auspices ot ttic iahrcm 
Mullah, Jamm-hin-Mahza, ami was sent back In say that ‘‘"“TSand enable 
Sheikh of Abu Dhaluf should come m person to interview the Pohtn*.Agent»■ , a 

him to investigate the matter, and tl.at lus immunity iron, harm while coming 

^1S",at he would arrive in aboutUn #, hut as l l^e not ^tee he^d 
trom the Political Agent, who has now gone out into camp tor some days, I think i best 
to°submU his original Report for the Information ot Government, m ease they should 

hCIlr f show that the Mnimn’aa Sheikh has made any 

does not, I should be glad to learn (he views o ho Govern 
meat of India as to the expediency of my dealing with the matter m the manner 
suggested in the last two paragraphs of Captain I ridcaux Report. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 10. 

Captain Prideaux to Major Cox. 

Bahrein, February 3, 11)00. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 28th ultimo the Commander of His 
Majesty's ship “Sphinx" kindly conveyed me to Abu Dhsluif. at dm "^uMi'-e’that'had 
tin ' K itr Peninsula, for the purpose ot inquiring into a complaint " ,, 

recently been made to me by the crew ot a Persian boat, the particulars 
complaint arc recorded in the statement attached. reef of sumo 

2. We found the village situated m a most inaccessible p ace, w 
ox m il c8 in width in front of it, which at the tunc oi our arrival, the tide being ury ' o w, 
;-a« almo"! bare As the boat channels were unknown to us, Cap,am Down,a,. decided 
not to send any boat ashore ilia! night, though at about sunset a shore-boat might easily 

;jO'un The morning after our arrival my interpreter was sent ashore to mlorm the 
it i «• t \ villn.rp thnt I wished to see him and to assure him that lie would not he 

. 
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whom I should address on any business that concerned Abu Dhaluf. My interpreter had 
gone so far ns to offer to stay ashore while the Sheikh was on hoard, hut the latter 
remained exceedingly obdurate all the time. He of course protested that he had not 
acted high-hnndedly, saying that he knew well the orders of the Resident on the 
subject ot assisting distressed mariners, and declared that if he had not befriended 
the 1 ersians the Bedouin would have robbed them of their boat as well ns all their 
of Rnwais° rt ' 0n ° f Wl ” Ch ^ *“ d ^ " ere “ llowcd lo sel1 to tl10 neighbouring village 

6. Twenty-four hours later, Captain Bowman sent his First Lieutenant, Mr. Wilding 
ashore with a letter from me, copy of which is herewith attached. The Sheikh still refused 
to come off, whereupon Mr. Wilding told him that as an alternative he should come to 
Bahrein within ten days, and flb Baid that if he found it feasible he would take possession of 
some of the boats that were lying at anchor in front of the village ns security for his 
doing so. If the Sheikh failed to come, the “ Sphinx would return and would take 
such other measures as might appear necessary, perhaps even to the oxtent of destroying 
the penrling-boats that were drawn up on the beach. The Sheikh promised that he 
would come. Mr. Wilding then inspected the two best boats alloat, but came to the 
conclusion that, as the weather was rapidly becoming worse, he could not bring them out 
to the snip- He therefore returned to the “ Sphinx ” without taking other action, and 
we left for Bahrein as quickly as possible afterwards. 

6 It was a considerable surprise lo me to find that the peojde of this part of Katr 
should still ostensibly call themselves Bahrein subjects, but, ns the Chief of Bahrein is 
quite incapable of imposing his will upon them for any practical purpose, I submit 
that this tact should not debar us from dealing with the tribes of the Katr mainland, and 
especially those who do not acknowledge the sovereignty of the Bin Thani family direct, 
in virtue of our claim to maintain the maritime peace. I am, of course, debarred at 
present from considering the question of the justice of the Persians' complaint against 
Abu Dhuliif, hut 1 hope that you will agree with me that the Abu Dhulnf Headman's 
conduct in refusing lo come oft to the “ Sphinx ” calls for serious notice—not a single 
boat came near us during the three days that we were at anchor there—and that he should 
be lined a few hundred rupees as a mark of your displeasure at this attitude. If this is 
done, I think that in regard to the original Complaint the ends of justice will be 
sufficiently mot if he is made to refund the value of any cargo which he may be proved 
to have stolen in excess of his just claims for salvage. 

7. It the Sheikh refuses to submit to your decision on these two points, it will be an 
easy matter for the “ Sphinx ” to mete out a severer punishment to him by destroying his 
boats, ot which he hns about a dozen pearlers drawn up on shore, some four cruising-boats 
on the water, and a number of smaller fishing-boats f little value. I do not think it is 
advisable to ask the Chief of Bahrein to enforce the punishmont or for us to recognize 
his right to intervene if the Manan’aa Headman involves it, as, while the Chief is quite 
powerless to exercise authority which may be distasteful to the tribe, it is certain 
that lie will find it equally distasteful to be called upon to do anything of a punitive 
nature to tho people who, possibly contrary to expectation, have now claimed his 
protection. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 10. 

Statement of Khalifa-bin-Muhammad , of Bandar Rig. 

(Translation.) lit It Zil Qada, 1323 (January 10, 1900). 

I L15FT Bandar Rig on the loth Shawal with 2 karas (200 Bushircmans) of wheat 
in a boat, whose nakhoda was Abdal Kasool. We left for Bahrein. On the 20th Shawal 
we encountered a storm near Kas-bu-Sufalm, and were driven away by the wind towards 
Katr. We same in sight of Ahu Dhaluf, a villugc among tho villages of Katr, on the 
night of the 22nd Shawal. Here the boat stranded on a reef, and out of fear we 
jettisoned half of the cargo. The boat, becoming lighter, floated, and we entered the 
khor and neared the anchoring place and anchored there. After we had anchored, there 
came to us a boat, and in it were twenty men. These boarded our boat and took hold of 
2 namdas of cloth worth 13 rupees, ten hens worth rupees, and one hairy matting 
worth 13 rupees. 

They filled their boat and took these things away. The next day they again 
appeared and took away our boat close lo tho beach and stood it up on props. On the 
24th Shawal, when it was ebb tide, they entered our boat, many townspeople, men, 
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women, and children, and carried away the remaining wheat Their Sheikh is named 
Ksa, and he has a brother (or may he cousin) by name Abdallah. These divided the 
loot. When we raised our voice in protest, they bade us remain silent on pain of death. 
Out of fear we could not protest. They told us that if we wished lo keep the wheat wc 
might do so by giving up the boat, otherwise we must give them a writing saying that 
the wheat was theirs and the boat ours. Wc did not consent to write. Thereupon they 
declared that if we did not, they would not allow us to go, and they kept us confined for 
ten days. At last they forcibly took a writiiig from us to -the effect that tho wheat 
belonged to them and the boat to us, and that we had no claim on the wheat and no 
right, after which they let us go. We sailed and reached Bahrein on the 12th Zil Qada 
(8th January, 1900). 


Inclosure 6 in No. 10. 

. Captain Prideaux to Sheikh Esa-bin-Hamad Manna’ai. 

January 30, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived off vour village at Asr time ou 
the day before yesterday in His Majesty’s ship “Sphinx.” I hoped that you would have 
come off the same night to call upon me and inquire my business. As no boat, 
however, arrived, I sent my interpreter to you yesterday morning to inform you that 1 
had come to communicate to you a complaint received from the crew of a Persian boat 
against you and the people of your village, and to hear what reply you had to make to 
the sainc. 

My interpreter assured you that you would not sutler any restraint or harm by 
coming on board the ship. In spite of this you refused to comply with my summons. 
I now give you this notice that if you do not come on hoard the “ Sphinx ” to see mo 
immediately with any papers or witnesses to disprove the accusation of the Persians 
who were stranded on your coast, I shall request the Commander of His Majesty's 
ship “ Sphinx ” to seize some of your boats until such time as you appear before 
me. If the boats receive any injury on their passage to Bahrein, the responsibility will 
be with you. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 10. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Iiushire , March 10,1906. 

WITH reference to paragraph 1 of my letter, dated the 3rd March Inst, the Sheikh 
has since come in to Bahrein to interview Prideaux, and friendly investigation is now in 
progress. 


Inclosuro 8 in No. 10. 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


(Telegraphic.) Calcutta , March 23, 1900. 

YOUR telegram of the 16th: Abu Dlmluf. 

Further report awaited, which will no doubt explain reasons for Prideaux’ action. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 10. 

Majox Cox to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) Bushire , March 23, 1900. 

YOuK telegram of to-day regarding Abu Dhaluf. Please seo letter from Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf to Foreign Department, 0 dated the 9th October, 1899, 
reporting four cases, one of them at Ahu Dhaluf, and secondly please see Foreign 
Department letter,! dated the 0th February, 1902. The present case was obviously one 

• Pro Secret despatch, February 1U00. t iVo Secret despatch, March 1902. 















in which prompt notion was important, and course taken by Prideaux seems to be in 
accordance with the spirit of last paragraph of last-named letter. If the above is the 
explanation desired, please consider it official; if not, I shall be glad of further 
opportunity. Second report of Political Agent was posted to you on the 19th instant. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 10. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

Ilushire, March 17, 1906. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 3rd instant and telegram of the 10th, I have 
the honour to forward a copy of a further report from the Political Agent, Bahrein, 
regarding the alleged case of piracy at Abu Dhaluf on the Katr coast. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 10. 

Captain Prideaux to Major Cox. 

Uahrein, March 9, 1900. 

IN continuation of my letter, dated the 3rd February, 1900, 1 have the honour 
report that on the 1st March, 1906, Sheikh Ksa-bin-TIunfad, Headman of Abu Dhaluf 
in Katr, appeared before me iti Manama and made a statement, copy of which I attach, 
on the subject of the events connected with the stranding of a Persian boat near his 
village last January. 

3. 1 reported to you verbally, at the time of your recent visit to Bahrein, that this 
Headman has sent me, through his relative, Husain-bin-Ali-nhManna'ai, who resides in 
Bahrein, on the last of the ten days which were allowed to him for appearance, a request 
to he excused from coming personally before me on the ground of ill-health, and that I 
had also received a letter (copy inclosed) from Sheikh Jnsim-bin-Thaui, whose good 
offices,as well as those of Sheikh Jasim-bin-Mnhr.’n, Nazi of llnhrein, had been enlisted 
in the Headman's favour. 

3. The attendance of the accused was at last elfceted through the medium of the 
Knzi Sheikh Jusim, though the appearance of distrust ns regards the genuineness of 
my promised safe-conduct was maintained up to the moment when the party reached 
the Agency gate. On the previous day the Kazi had called on me to announce 
the arrival of Sheikh Hsn-bin-Ilnmad in lied, and to ask me for a safe-conduct in 
writing. This I refused to give, saying that lie had himself heard both from you and 
from myself that the Sheikh would not he put to any inconvenience while in 'Bahrein, 
and that he ought to know our ways better than to make such a request. In spite of 
this, on the following morning, the Knzi came into the Agency first, to obtain a renewal 
ol my assurances, while the Headman sat outside for some minutes, surrounded by his 
relatives and Iriends. 

■t. With regard to the correctness or otherwise of the charge made against Sheikh 
Bsa-hin-Hamnd, I would prefer to give no opinion until alter I have heard what reply 
the Persians may wish to make to his statement. I have written to Bandar Itig desirin'-- 
them to return to Bahrein as soon as they can. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 10. 

Statement of Sheikh Ilsa-bin-IIamad-(il-h!anna ui, of Abu Dhaluf, Katr. 

U P. first saw the boat of the Persians of Bandar Big in the morning stranded on the 
reef about 2 miles olf our village. My brother Abdallah and six other men went out 
to her, and found that the Persians had thrown some of their cargo overboard. They 
w ere also nearly dying of cold. 

The “ Mashuwa ” had also lost her anchor. The Persians asked my brother to help 
them oil the reef, and my brother said he would do so if they would give him half the 
wheat which remained in the boat together with half the boat. The Persians objected, 
and at last it was arranged that the Abu Dhaluf people should have a quarter of the 
property, namely, of the bunt, and wheat together. My people then got the boat floated, 
and brought her into the proper anchorage. We brought the Persians ashore, entor- 
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tained them for seven days, and then, seeing that they were destitute, told them that 
they need only give us as much as they pleased. They gave us 2 rnfas (1,1201b.), 
and I ordered all the poor people of the village to go down and take their shares" Wo 
lett at least 8 rnfas in the boat. We then gave the Persians somo fresh ropes and 
repaired their rudder. When the “ Mashuwa ” was ready to leave, various people of the 
Sadn, AI Bu Quwara, Kihisa, ami Chnban tribes belonging to Buwais and the interior 
ot Katr sent out a boat to say that they woultl purchase the rest of the wheat, nml they 
then brought it all ashore. The wheat was weighed on hoard the " Mashuwa," and 
brought ashore by three men who went out in life small “ shuei.” The Persians did not 
come ashore again. 

While the Persians were ashore with us, they wrote out a paper (herewith produced) 
for us saying that they had agreed to pay us one quarter of their cargo in return for the 
hedp we gave them. The Persians of Aivenat who are referred to as having been 
present had brought a cargo of firewood to Fuwairit for sale, and had come "thence 
overland (about 13 miles) to Abu Dlmluf. Their boat had come round by sea. 

The men who had come overland were three in number, but only two are named in 
the pager—Snlim-bin-Ali and Ahmed-biu-Sabth llashid-hin-Muhammad-bin-'Atishn is 
a servant of Sheikh l lamnd-bin-Esa of Bahrein, lie is still in lvatr. 

The fourth man, Abdul Knrim-hin-Snil'-nl-Mnnsiiri. 1ms gone to Ceylon. These 
witnesses did not sign or Seal the document. I have not brought any witnesses w ith 
me in prove that they bought wheat ot the Persians; it would he troublesome for them 
to come here. 

Recorded on tlio 1st March, 1906, at the Political Agency, Bahrein. 

(Signed) F. B. Pkuikaux, Captain, 

Political Agent, Uahrein. 


Inclosuro 13 in No. 10. 

Declaration by Khalifa-liin-Muhammad. 

. la the uurao of God the Compasstouate and Merciful. 

(Translation.) 

1, K HA UFA-BIN-M D11 AM M A I), do hereby declare that (our boat) drifted nud 
was driven to (lie villngc of tire Mnmtnnn and was stranded there, unit with my permission 
and good-will the men of the family of H-ji-biri-Hninad took us out on condition of 
receiving one-quarter of the cargo. 

The witnesses to this declaration : — 

Abdnl Rasool Hasan, nakhndn of the boat, and Snliin-bin-AH and Ahmed-bin- 
Sabtli, ot 'Aivenat in Persia, and also R&sliid-bin-Muhuhimad-hin-'Atisha 
and Abdnl Karini-bin-Snif. 

Kxccutcd on the 4th of Zil Qnda, 1323. 

(Signed) Annul, Hasooi.-uix-Hasan. 

(Seal.) 


Inclosure 14 in No. 10. 

Sheikh Jasim-bin-Thani to Captain Prideaux. 

(Translation.) 9f/i Zil llijja, 1823 (February 3. 1906). 

1 BEG to say that I Imve heard about a boat which stranded near Abu Dhaluf, and 
whose crew jettisoned a very considerable quantity of the cargo, anil nppronclied Ksn. 
biu-llnuiud and his two sons for help. They (Ksn-bin-Hamad and his sous) came to 
their (i.r., the crew’s) rescue and helped them out of the sea, took them into their houses, 
treated them well, and fed them for a number of days. The crew made a condition tor 
the poor people of the village that whatever the latter might lake out of the sea they 
would he entitled to one-fourth of it. Some small quantity could he taken out from the 
sea, and according to the couuitiou the crew gave (the portion) over to the poor people. 
The remaining quantity they (the crew) themselves sold (to people). The said Ksa-hiu- 
llaumd did good to the crew by helping them and the boat out ot the sea, and lie gave 
them rope Irom out of his own boat, and repaired their rudder. They (in return) wrote 
[1709] E 
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a note of thanks in the presence of all the other Persians, who signed it, acknowledging 
his good treatment of them and showing their gratitude. If, then, any one of them 
abused that good treatment (according to them all), you will, inshallah, rend the note of 
rhankfl and sec the witnesses and the good and kindly treatment will not be undone (i.e., 
not done in vain). I am grateful to you, and there was nothing calling for my inter¬ 
ference in this matter, but I only wished to explain to you the circumstances of the case 
in order to acquaint you with these. 


Inclosurc 15 in No. 10. 

Government of India to Major Cox. 

Simla , May 3, 1006. 

I AM directed to refer io the correspondence ending with your letter dated the 
17th March, 1900, on the subject of the alleged case of piracy on a Persian boat at 
Abu Dhaluf, on the Katr coast. 

2. 'I'he further Report which Captain Prideaux will submit after the complainants 
have had an opportunity of replying to the statement of Sheikh Esa-bin-Humad is 
awaited. 

3. In regard to the cases of piracy referred to in your telegram of the 23rd March, 
1906, I am to observe that the British or Bahrein interests involved in each case were 
such as to warrant the Political Resident’s interference. In the piracy on a Persian 
vessel which occurred at Abu Dhaluf in 1890, a portion of the cargo removed from the 
vessel was the property of a British Indian subject; while in the first of the three cases 
referred to in the letter from the Government of India in the Foreign Department 
dated the 6th February, 1902, the boat plundered by the Beni llajir belonged to one 
Abdur Rahman Mutavva, of Bahrein; in the second, two vessels belonging to British 
Indian subjects were attacked; and in the third, the victim of the piracy was a Bahrein 
subject in the service of Messrs. Grey, Paul, and Co., who reported the incident to the 
Political Assistant at Bahrein. The fact that the victims of the piracies which occurred 
in 1899 were either British Indian or Bahrein subjects was specially referred to by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade when he demanded redress fiom Sheikh Ahmed, Chief of 
Katr, in his letter dated the 26th November, 1899. Further, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kcmball remarked iu his letter to the Government of India dated the 1st October, 1900, 
that the Chief of Bahrein looked to the Government of India for redress and protection in 
cases where Bahrein boats and subjects were concerned. 

4. Neither Bahrein nor British interests appear to have been affected, however, in 
the present case, and l am to say that the Government ol India consider that Captain 
Prideaux would have been better advised bad he refrained from the use of threats of 
retaliation until he had referred the matter through you tor the orders of Government. 


Inclosure 16 in No. 10. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) Buihire, September 10, 1900. 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to the correspondence ending with Foreign Depart¬ 
ment indorsement dated the 1st August, 1900, on the subject of a piratical act alleged 
to have been committed on a Persian boat by the Sheikh and villagers of Abu Dhaluf, 
a village on the northern Katr coast. 

2. In tiic closing sentence of their letier dated the 3rd May, 1906, the Government 
of India expressed the view that Captain Prideaux would have been better advised had 
he refrained from the use of threats ol retaliation until ho had referred I ho matter to 
Bj^hirc and Simla. With that view 1 beg to express my concurrence, in that the 
circumstances of the case were such that a delay of a week or ten days would not have 
rendered any action taken by the Political Agent less effective. At the same time, the 
instructions issued in paragraph 3 of Foreign Department letter dated the 6th February, 
1002, were emphatic, and Captain Prideaux’ action did not seem to me sufficiently 
divergent from the spirit of them to merit any official notice from me which might be 
calcqlated to damp his zeal in dealing with this important problem of piracy. 

3. Apart from the above consideration, however, the Government of India, in their 
letter dated the 3rd May, 1906, to my address, laid stress ou the fact that in this case 
nether Bahrein nor British interests were involved, nud in addressing His Majesty’s 


Foreign Office it was chiefly on that ground flint the Secretary of State for India based 
the conclusion that Captain Prideaux’ notion was not well advised. It is not, indeed, 
actually itiled that our active interference is uncalled for unless British or British- 
protected interests are involved, but I think that such is the inference that one would be 
inclined to draw from the correspondence, and it will be seen from the inclosures 
marginally noted that it has been so drawn by the Political Agent at Bahrein 
Before it crystallizes as a principle of policy fn the Gulf, I venture to ask the Govern¬ 
ment of India to reconsider the position, in the hope that they may be led to modify 
their views. 

4. It is indeed true that Colonel Meade, in his letter dated the 25th November, 
1899, to Sheikh Ahmed-bin-TImni, especially referred to the fact that the victims and 
interests affected by the piracies of which lie wrote were British Indian or Bahreini, hut 
if I had not learnt the views recently come to by the Government of India, 1 should 
have been inclined to doubt the expediency of the special reference made to British 
interests on the occasion in question, and am disposed to think that in any case the 
allusion was only introduced as an extra inducement to Sheikh Ahmed to settle the cases 
quickly, and that there was no intention to suggest thereby that, had British interests 
not been involved, we should not have pressed him regarding their settlement. 

I would note in support of this theory that no point was made of this fact iu 
paragraph 2 of Colonel Meade’s letter dated the Oth October, 1899, nor by the Govern¬ 
ment of India in their letter dated the 6th February, 1900, and I venture to urge that 
to allow it to be thought that we favoured such a doctrine now would be impolitic, and 
would greatly undermine that basis of humanitarian principle from which our mission in 
these waters has been so long pursued. 

In this connection 1 beg to refer Government to the case mentioned by Captain 
Prideaux ns having occurred in 1897. The details were duly reported to the Foreign 
Department at the time, the last communication which passed having been this Office 
letter dated the 24th December, 1897. It "ill he noted that in this instance, iu which 
all the parties and interests concerned were Persian, ti»e action of tin* “Lawrence” 
received the entire approval of His Majesty’s Minister ami apparently tlmt of the 
Government of India. 

5. 1 now venture to indicate what seem to me to be natural corollaries of the policy 
indicated by His Majesty’s Secretary of Stale for India in his letter to the Foreign 
Office above quoted:— 

(1.) The Chiefs of Trucial Oman are bound by their Agreements with us to abstain 
front nil piracies without distinction. They have also undertaken to have no direct 
relations with foreign Powers. In the event of an Omani boat committing a piracy on 
a Persian vessel in which no British subject or British property was concerned, we should 
still be bound to interfere in the interests of the Persian Government or let the latter 
take punitive action on their own account. 

(2.) By the same analogy in the case of a piracy by a Katr boat, wo should have to 
take the requisite steps or face the alternative of allowing the Persian Government to 
interfere on the Katr coast, a measure which would considerably weaken our prestige 
among the Arabs of the Gulf, by whom we have up to now been regarded almost a- a 
fetish instituted tor the purpose of keeping guard over the pence by sea, for the greatest 
good of the greatest number. I may add that in this particular ea.se I have it from 
Captain Prideaux that the Abu Dhaluf Sheikh told him that the people of Katr fully 
admit the right of the British Government to deal with all piracy eases, and were well 
aware of our traditions in respect of the preservation of the maritime peace. 

I make these representations in no spirit of academic argument; hut because I 
cannot but doubt whether all aspects of the question were present to the mind of 
Government when the Political Agent’s action in the recent Abu Dhaluf case was 
considered. 

6. To turn to another point suggested by the correspondence, I notice that His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, in his despatch dated the 4th July, 19u0, to the 
Foreign Office, observes that His Majesty’s Government have never recognized Turkish 
sovereignty on the Arabian coast below Ojair; but I would poiut out that iu regard to 
the question of piracy the basis of our policy seems to be of a much more positive 
nature. We have not only decided that we do not consider tlmt the location of a small 
guard of forty or fifty men at A1 Bidua has brought Katr under the jurisdiction of the 
Porte; we have further held that the presence of the Turks there docs not preclude 
such action, whether at Al Bidaa or elsewhere on the Katr coast, as may he necessary 
to prevent or punish disturbances of the maritime peace. If that is still a correct 
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exposition of our attitude in regard to Katr, as I believe it to be, is it necessary, I 
respectfully ask, that we should from time to time entertain meddling and garbled 
complaints from the Turkish Government or Embassy of the nature now under 
reference whenever one of our officers or ships proceeds there on ordinary business? 
By doing so we seem to me to be gradually weakening our own position in regard to the 
Katr const. 

7. There are one or two items in Captain Pridcaux’ report accompanying which 
call for brief comment. The observations made by him in paragraph G do not appear 
to me to be pertinent. According to the ordinary traditions holding in these waters, 
the conduct of the people of Abu Dhaluf, if as described by the complainants, would 
certainly he regarded and treated as a piratical net and ns a disturbance of the maritime 
peace. 

In paragraph 7 the Political Agent docs not differentiate .sufficiently between 
Chiefs who are in Treaty relations with us and those who are not. On the occasion 
when he and I visited Doha and M’nkra lately, the local Sheikhs of the Bin Thani 
family were absent in the interior, so the question of visits did not arise, hut where we 
have no power to enforce or to punish refusal it seems to me a mistake to insist. As 
a rule, in these out-of-the-way places, where a Government ship is seldom seen, its 
presence is in the first place a cause of apprehension to the natives, and the Political 
Agent or Resident might waste days at a port where two or three hours would suffice if 
he waited for a suspicious local Sheikh to come oil to the ship. 1 think the object in 
view will he better achieved by cultivating more intimate acquaintance with the Sheikhs 
rather than by the issue of any general instructions. 

In the present instance, however, I sec no renson to disapprove of the case being 
disposed of in the manner suggested by Captain Prideaux. If the Sheikh of Abu Dhaluf 
disregards his summons, it will probably be found possible to bring him to book by 
attaching some merchandize of his passing through Bahrein, should Government not 
consider it convenient to resort to the extreme measure of a bout expedition. 


Inclosuro 17 in No. 10. 
Captain Prideaux to Major Cox. 


Bahrein, August 2-1, 190G. 

I HAVE tin* honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Office indorsement dated 
the 16th August, 1900, forwarding a copy of recent correspondence connected with the 
matter of the looting of a Persian eargo-hont by the villagers of Abu Dhaluf, in Katr, lust 
January. 

2. With regard to the communication made by the Turkish Ambassador in London 
to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the 14th June, 1900, I do not 
think that any repetition of the actual facts is called for, as the complaint is so clearly 
based on a badly-informed report submitted by the Turkish Military Commandant of the 
Bida* (Doha) fort to his superior, the Tabur Aghasi in Hasa (which district the Turks 
regard ns Nejd), and does not, I feel certain, originate from any formal representation 
of the people of Ahu Dhaluf. or even of the Sheikhs of Doha. 

I would merely observe that I have never landed on the Katr coast at any places 
except IiUsail, Doha, and Wnkra, which are the Head-quarter residences of the three 
leading members of the Bin Thani family, and that 1 have no reason io believe that 
my visits to any of these three places were in the least degree unwelcome to my 
hosts. 

I m»w venture to submit the following remarks with reference to the Government 
of India’s.stricture expressed in paragraph 4 of the Foreign Department letter dated 
the 3rd May, I DOG, to your address. Whilst recognizing that the Ahu Dhaluf case was 
certainly one in which hasty action was uncalled for, and that I ought to have submitted 
the particulars of the complaint for tlie* previous consideration of Government, I still 
humbly beg for a reconsideration of the ruling that the Government of India does not 
consider itself called upon to punish or repress pirates in the Persian Gulf so long as 
they refrain from damaging British or protdges’ interests, 

4. In the latter half of 1897, during the period of my service in Bushiro as First 
Assistant to Colonel Meade, a ease occurred in which a party of piratical Persians hud 
attacked, wounded, and robbed the crew of another Persian boat near the mouth of the 
Slmtt-al-Arab. Both the Commanders of the British gun-boat at Bushire and the 
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Royal Indian Mail steamer “Lawrence" wore informed of the incident, and eventually 
the latter vessel captured the pirates, who were duly punished under an arrangement 
effected between the British Legation at Tehran and the Persian Foreign Office. 
Commander Hewctt’s action was entirely approved by Her late Majesty’s Chargd 
d’Atfaircs, and I also believe that the Lords of the Admiralty made no objection to the 
part taken by the “Pigeon" in the search, when it was reported to them by his 
Excellency the Commander-in-chief, East India Station. In this case no interests of 
ours were in any way concerned. 

5. Moreover, before joining my present appointment at Bahrein, I was permitted to 
examine the archives of the Foreign Office, Simla, on the subject of piracy, and, though 
I brought no copies away, I arrived here with a vivid recollection of Lord Cranbrook’s 
ruling (?) contained in correspondence forwarded under cover of the India Office despatch 
dated the 6th November, 1^79, to the address of the Government of India “that the 
Resident in the Persian Gulf should he authorized to adopt all necessary measures for 
the preservation of the peace of the seas, without regard either to Turkish pretensions 
to sovereignty over the whole Arab coast, or to the recognition of Ottoman supremacy 
by individual Chiefs such as the Sheikh of Bidoa, or to the presence of Turkish officials 
at isolated points." 

I also, of course, had taken notice of the opinion of the Government of India 
expressed in Major Daly’s letter dated the 6th February, 1902, to the address of Colonel 
Kcmball, that in future repetitions of piratical outrages speedy measures of redress 
should he adopted. 

Unfortunately I had no copy of this letter in Bahrein; if I had remembered the 
exact terms of the Government’s orders, 1 should probably Imvo immediately reported 
the case to you for instructions, instead of preparing lbr a personal visit of inquiry to 
the scene of the occurrence, which was all that I contemplated doing when the “ Sphinx ’’ 
arrived here. 


G. The more serious error which 1 feel, and which I trust that the Government will 
concur in thinking, that I committed was in regarding the Ahu Dhaluf case as one of 

f nraey at all. I was aware that two forms of piracy exist, which are generally known as 
and ’and sea piracy respectively. I believed that a land piracy was the outrage 
committed by people from ashore on a vessel in the water, hut 1 subsequently had tho 
opportunity of reading Bynkershoek’s and Hall’s definitions of this crime, which show 
that this view was incorrect. 

The jurists say respectively: “ Pirates are persons who depredate by sea or land 
without authority from a Sovereign," and “ A piracy consists in acts of violence done 
upon the ocean or unappropriated hinds, or within the territory of a State, through 
descent from the sea, by a body of men acting independently of any politically-organized 
society." 

7. It now remains for me to submit my recommendations for the final disposal of 
the Ahu Dhaluf case. 

The guilt of the villagers I do not think can he judicially regarded as proved iti 
view of the failure of the Persian boatmen to reappear before me, though I have taken 
every possible step to get more than one summons conveyed to them at Banda Rig. The 
question, therefore, of making the villagers restore the value of the wheat which they 
received may he dropped without hesitation. The failure of the Headman to come on 
board the “Sphinx" when summoned may also be regarded as atoned for by his 
subsequent visit to me in Bahrein, hut I think that the reason for the Government’s 
closing of tho ease should he clearly explained to him, and I hope that the principle 
maybe confirmed that it is the duty of Headmen of such villages as Ahu Dhaluf to 
come off to a Government vessel when they see that die clearly has business concerning 
them, or when they arc summoned on board. The Chief of Bahrein always pays the 
first visit to the Political Resident on hoard tho latter’s vessel whenever he v sits 
Bahrein, and, until last May, I understand that the Sheikhs of Doha have invariably 
done the same thing, to their harbours of Doha and Wakra. I do not ask for so great 
u compliment as this, but l think that tho petty Headmen of quasi-independent villages 
on the Katr coast may reasonably be required to call upon me if they see my Hag or 


are summoned on board. 

1 think, also, that they should always promptly send out a boat to inquire tho 
business of any man-of-war anchoring off’ their shores, and to offer their services in case 
they inay he needed. 

8. In these circumstances, if Government accepts these views, I recommend that 
Sheikh Esa-bin-Hamad-al-Manna'ni be again summoned to Bahrein, under a written 
safe-COnduct, to hear tho decision of Government, and to bo given a warning for his 
[1709] F 




— 











18 


future behaviour. If he disregards this summons, I recommend that he be severely 
punished by an expedition going over to seize his pearliug-boata until he pays up a 
Bailable fine and agrees to conduct himself in accordance with the Government’s orders 
in the future. 




Inclosure 18 in No. 10. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) Bushire, October 18, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to invite reference to paragraph 6 of my letter dated the 
16th September, *906, to your address, in connection with the Abu Dhaluf piracy case, 
in which I alluded to the numbers ot the Turkish garrison at Al Bidaa. 

2. As in Government documents or books on record the official strength is put 
down variously at anything from 1,200 men downwards, I asked the Political Agent, 
Bahrein, to ascertain the actual number at present there from some recent arrival. 
Captain Pridcaux now writes that the Sheikh Nasir-bin-Sultan, Chief of the Soudan tribe 
in Al Bidaa, a well-known and reliable man, who has just arrived with letters from Sheikh 
Jaaim-bin-Thani, informs him that the garrison now nominally consists of 200 men, but 
that half that number are usually missing on account of desertions. 


[2337] No. 11. 

Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 21.) 

(No. 24.) 

gj r Constantinople , January 11, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 818 of the 22ud December respecting the 
state of affairs in the Vilayet of Diarbokir, I have the honour to transmit copy of a 
despatch from Mr. Graves, the Acting British Vice-Consul, reporting the satisfactory 
result of his representations to the Vali, and the energy which his Excellency is, 
temporarily at any rate, displaying in the repression of the lawlessness. 

I have, «&c. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Iuclosuro in No. 11. 

Acting Vice-Consul Graves to Mr. G. Barclay. 


(No. 38. Confidential.) 

gj r Diarbekir , December 25, 1906. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 37 of the 3rd December, I have the honour 
to rejmrt that the following steps have been taken by the vilayot authorities with a 
view to the settlement of the Uaini question and the protection of the Chaldean 


villages of Jezireh. 

The lva'imakam of Lidj6 was brought to Diarbokir and severely reprimanded on 
account of the disorderly state of his district. He was then sent to Haini with ten loot 
and four mounted gendarmes, under orders to arrest the criminals and have them 
taken to Diarbekir. Meantime, twenty Smvaris had been sent from Lidje to iinini, 
and on the return of the Kaimakam four of the olfcnding Kurds were arrested and 
brought here. The other criminals escaped, but tho display of energy on the part of 
the Government seems to have produced a very good elleet, and I hear through 
members of tho Haini deputation, who were recently in Diarbekir, that robbery and 
lawlessness have ceased, and that the Kurds aro considerably alarmed by the threat of 
vigorous measures. The former live zaptichs, whose duty it was to patrol the Haini 
district, have been sent elsewhere and replaced by the fourteen men above mentioned. 

With regard to the Jezireh villages, orders have been given that tho garrison of 
Zakian, the removal of which had been petitioned for by some of tin? more influential 
Kurds, shall be maintained under the command of a fresh officer, while a post of ten 
or twelve soldiers lias been established at Peshkhabour, on the frontier of the Mosoul 
vilayet. The Zayan tribe and its Chief, Kerwan Agha, who recently menaced the 


village of Kerkibedos, will be removed from tho district if the Ferik's instructions are 
obeyed. 

The Chaldean Bishop of Diarbekir, whose nows is generally accurate, has 
promised to keep me informed of the condition of the villages in this region, so that 
it will iie possible to check tho undertakings of the authorities. 

The Vali of Mosoul, although it appeal's that he has been ordered by the Grand 
Vizier to report ujion the steps taken tci recover the property stolen from tho 
Chaldean villages, declines to communicate with the Vali of Diarbekir. As the 
former is a brother of Izzet. Pasha while the marauders are employes of the 
Daireh-i-Senieb, tho prospect of effective measures being taken seems a slight one. 
The attitude of the Vali of Diarbekir has been exceedingly friendly whenever I have 
had occasion to communicate with him, and he is giving indication of greater energy 
than I believed him capable of displaying at the time of writing my last despatch. 

Unlike previous Valis of Diarbekir, he does not receive the eshrefs or local 
magnates of the town and district iu his private house, a circumstance which greatly 
facilitates his independence of action. At present, he is actually contemplating the 
removal of the Humidieh Chief, Abdul Kerim, from Jezireh. If his Excellency is 
able to carry out this design he will not only greatly strengthen his own position in 
the country, but will also remove the principal source of danger to the Tigris Naviga¬ 
tion. Abdul Kerim is supported and encouraged in his acts of lawlessness by one 
Osman EtTendi, the Bolcdieh Reissi of Jezireh, a man of considerable means, no 
scruples, and great influence. Tho Bagdad Agents of the British firm of Blockey, 
Crce, and Co. are endeavouring to recover a debt of 62/. from Osman EtTendi, who 
shows no inclination to pay. As it appears very unlikely that Messrs. Blockey, 
Cree, and Co. will recover their money without legal proceedings, I have written to 
His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bagdad, suggesting that he should request the Vali 
of Bagdad to summon Osman Eflendi to appear in a Bagdad Court, where he would be 
less likely to influence tho Judges than at Diarbekir, and where it would be con¬ 
venient for Messrs. Blockey, Crcc, and Co. to bo represented. The Vali of Diarbekir 
has expressed his readiness to enforce any summons emanating from the Vali of 
Bagdad, and altogether this appears to be a happy opportunity of removing Osman 
Eflendi, at least temporarily, from his sphere of influence. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) R. M. GRAVES. 


1.2346] No. 12. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 21.) 

(No. 36.) 

Sir, Constantinople, January 16, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 559 of tho 24th December last, I have the 
honour to transmit copy of a note verbalc which, after consultation with Colonel Picot, 
I have addressed to the Porte, requesting permission for tin* Euphrates and Tigris Steam 
Navigation Company to use a third steamer on tho Tigris iu the same way as the two 
boats which are already running. 

You will notice that I have avoided asking for tho privilege as a merely temporary 
one, though the wording of the note verbale does not commit us to pressing for a 
permanent concession. 

I have taken steps to put Colonel Picot in touch with the Civil List. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Incloauro in No. 12. 

Note Verbale communicated to Ottoman Government by Sir iV. O'Conor. 

THE attention of His .Majesty’s Government has repeatedly been drawn of late to 
the extreme insufficiency of the existing means of river transport between Bussorah 
and Bagdad, and the resulting agglomeration of imported goods at the former port. 

According to information iu the possession of llis Majesty’s Government, very 
large quantities of merchandise, amounting to many thousands of tons, which urc 











xnaiiilV nf British or British-Indian origin, have been for months past accumulating on 
the quays or in barges at Bussorah awaiting the means of conveyance. 

Not only do these delays in themselves result in serious inconvenience and loss to 
the owners or importers of these goods, hut, in consequence of the inadequacy of the 
Custom-house accommodation at Bussorah, to which His Britannic Majesty’s Embassy 
has frequently had the honour of calling the attention of the Sublime Porte, the goods 
thus accumulated arc subjected to a further risk of damage, loss, or deterioration 
through damp, defective storage, nnd exposure to the inclemencies of the weather, 
involving abnormally high rates of insurance, frequent contestations, and serious 
injury to the interests of all the parties concerned. 

The very numerous complaints which have been received on this subject from 
exporters, importers, and underwriters alike suffice to prove the existence of a very 
real grievance for which an immediate remedy is imperative, and the eoutinuauce of 
which II is Majesty’s Government could not contemplate without serious concern, 'l’ho 
Sublime Boric is fully aware that the protection and development of British commerce 
in all purls of the Ottoman dominions is a subject which engages the most constant 
attention hi His Majesty's Government, and llis Majesty’s Umbassy is convinced that, 
the Sublime Porto being likewise animated bv a sincere desire to co-operato with it in 
endeavouring to remove all difficulties which tend to prejudice that commerce or to 
obstruct ils legitimate expansion, which is to the common advantage of the two 
countries, it is only necessary to draw its attention to I he existence ot the evil in order 
In secure that its host efforts should be directed towards removing it, more especially 
since, in their opinion, the means of effecting at least a partial remedy arc actually at 
hand. . 

, h e Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company, winch, m virtue of an 
Imperial Firman granted in 183-i and the various \ izierinl letters subsequently issued 
to them on various occasions by the Sublime Porte, are at present running two 
steamers with barges upon the river, have a reserve steamer in their dock near 
Bussorah which would he instantly available for the purpose of coping with the accumu¬ 
lation of cargo which is the source of complaint, and llis Britannic Majesty’s Embassy 
is in receipt of instructions from llis Majesty’s Principal Secretary ot State for Foreign 
\ffiiirs to urge upon the Sublime Porte that instructions should at once he transmitted 
t.. the authorities at Bussorah nnd Bagdad lo permit the Company in question to 
ulilize their reserve vessel in the same way as the two boats which they are at present 
running, for the purpose of relieving the congestion complained of. 

llis Majesty's Embassy is confident that the Sublime Porte will not hesitate, by 
its prompt compliance wit'h the request of llis Majesty's Government, to give one 
further proof of the sincerity of its desire to offer nil legitimate facilities to British 
trade, and will accordingly grant the necessary authorization to the British Company 
which, in virtue of the Imperial sanction above alluded to, has tor the last seventy 
-rears contributed so much to the development of the natural wealth of the vilayets of 
Bussorah and Uagdtul, to the mutual advantage of both Great Britain and lurkey. 

Constantinople, January 12, 1907. 


[2849] No - 13 ' 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 25.) 

§j,. India Office, January 24, 1007. 

"WITH reference to your letter of the 5th June last relative to the proposed use 
of a distinctive flag by the’Sheikh of Koweit, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to 
transmit, lor the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Adairs, a copy of a 
Jotter from the Government of India reporting that Sheikh Mubarak hesitates to act in 
accordance with the advice given to him unless he receives an assurance from llis 
Majesty’s Government that lie will not he allowed to sutler tor it. 

As Sir E. Grey is aware, the proposal is not that Koweit vessels should discontinue 
the use of the Turkish flag, hut that they should use that flag with the word “ Koweit ” 
written upon it in Arabic letters. 

It is a matter for the consideration of the Secretary of State lor foreign Affair* 
whether Sir N. O’Conor should in the first instance he invited to express an opinion 
whether the Turkish authorities are likely to resent the proposed action on the part of 
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the Sheikh. Should he apprehend that such would be the case, Mr. Morley thinks that 
the advantage to be gained would bo so trifling that it is not worth while to press the 
proposal any further. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 13. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Fort William, December 27. 1906. 

WE have the honour to refer to the correspondence ending with your telegram 
dated the 13th June, 1900, regarding the adoption by the Sheikh of Koweit of a 
distinctive flag for his shipping, and to forward a copy of letters from the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf on the subject. 

2. It is clear from Captain Knox’ Report, dated the 30th September, 1900, that 
Sheikh Mubarak is not disposed to adopt the distinctive Hag unless he is fortitied by an 
assurance that he will not be permitted to suffer from following the advice given him in 
this connection by the Political Agent. The grant of such an assurance might, 
however, involve us in responsibilities of a somewhat extended character, since the 
opportunities which the Turks enjoy of inflicting injury on the Sheikh and his subjects 
are by no means confined to Koweit territory, in respect of which we are already pledged 
to defend him. We note, however, that it was recognized by Sir N. O’Conor,* whose 
views were apparently accepted by His Majesty’s Government, that in the event of 
the Sheikh’s accepting our advice, it was incumbent on His Majesty's Government to see 
that he did not suffer from the consequences in so far as they depended on the action of 
the Turkish Government. 

3. The position is not devoid of difficulty owing to the suspicions entertained of 
our intentions by the Turkish Government, but if the Embassy at Constantinople 
believe that some means can be found of securing the Koweitis against injury at the 
hands of the Turkish officials at Bussorah and other Turkish ports, we venture to 
suggest, for the consideration of His Majesty’s Government, that the recognition of this 
obligation might now unobjectionable* be conveyed to Sheikh Mubarak, more especially 
as, from Major Cox’ letter of the 21st October, 190G, it appears that the Central 
Turkish Customs have gone so fur as to insist on treating Koweit, and even Bahrein, ns 
ports of the Turkish Empire, and it may he desirable to take some steps to controvert 
this action, If, however, His Majesty’s Government are not prepared to give 
such a guarantee, we propose to direct Captain Knox to take no further steps in 
the matter. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) MINTO. 

KITCHENER. 

DENZ1L 1BBETSON. 

II. ERLE RICHARDS. 

J. 1\ IIEWKTT. 

E. N. BAKER. 

H. ADAMSON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 13. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

Uushire, October 14, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to invite a reference to the correspondence ending with 
Foreign Department indorsement dated the 31st July, 1900, on the subject of a 
distinctive flag for Koweit, nnd to forward a copy of the Political Agent’s Report of what 
bos since passed between himself ami Sheikh Mubarak on the subject. 

2. In view of the fact that once to me personally, and again in the presence of 
Major Knox and myself, as reported in the communication marginally noted,f Sheikh 

• Vide Li* letter to Bir Edwin! Qroy, So. 848, dated May 23, 1906. 
f Keaidont to Foreign, July 16, 1305; ditto, March 18, 1906 (accompaniment). 
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Mubarak approved the pattern, and expressed his readiness to fly it, it is annoying to 
learn that he hesitates to adopt it now, though he has agreed to issue the articles which 
bear a coloured picture of the same flag. 

At an ordinary time Major Knox would no doubt have suggested to the Sheikh that 
after the trouble gone to in the matter the Resident and Government would find it 
difficult to understand his going back on his undertaking, but it is so important at 
the present moment that the atmosphere between him and the Political Agent 
should remain clear, that, as far ns the latter personally was concerned, it was, perhaps, 
as well that he left the matter where he did for the time being instead of pursuing 
the subject. 

3. There can be little doubt that Sheikh Mubarak’s specific object in acting as he 
has is that surmised by Major Knox in paragraph 5 of his letter, and I venture to hope 
that the Government of India will be pleased to recommend His Majesty’s Secretary of 
State to authorize the accord of some measure of guarantee in connection with the use 
of the flag on the lines suggested. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 13. 

Captain Knox to Major Cox. 

Koweit, September 30, 1000. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that at an interview I had with Sheikh Mubarak 
at the Agency on the 29th instant, I showed him the books and flags forwarded under 
cover of your letter dated the 14th September, 1906. 

-. Sheikh Mubarak at once agreed to the issue of the ships’ articles, but demurred 
to the use of the flag, which, he said, was sure to get him into trouble with the Turkish 
authorities at Bussorah. 

3. 1 suggested that it might lie possible to fly the flag in the Persian Gulf and 
Indian waters and to avoid using it in tin? Shatt-el-Arab, but the Sheikh replied that 
the Turks would be sure to hear of it, and would retaliate by oppressive measures not on 
the boat that flew the Hag, but on all Koweit boats indiscriminately. 

t. In the absence of instructions, I did not feel justified in expressing surprise at 
his failing to keep his promise made to you to use the flag. Sheikh Mubarak did not 
show any marked aversion to the new flag’, but lie cited the cases of Abdul Aziz-bin- 
Salim-bm-Badar* and of the agent of the firm of Shubaili who, he said, were still 
languishing in prison at Konin.| asking whit offence they had committed, and receiving 
no reply. He also mentioned a case, of which I had not heard previously, when an 
agent of Sheikh Mubarak was enlisted and taken to El Ilnssn, and eventually bought a 
substitute to replace himself. The case seems to have been running for some two years, 
and the Turkish authorities were probably acting legally under the conscription, or the 
matter would have been mentioned before. 

5. It was obvious that the inference 1 was intended to draw was that the Sheikh, 
though far too polite to say so, felt no confidence in our ability or willingness to protect 
him <»r his friends outside Koweit against Turkish intrigues and tyranny. He said that 
the Belgian trouble was nothing compared to the Turkish. In another discussion he 
said that be did not care what went on in Koweit itself, as he could always "ive an 
explanation that would satisfy the Turkish authorities, that what went on outside was 
what troubled him. 

With reference to the arms clause in the book, he remarked that the Turkish 
authorities refused to allow any boat to carry more than three rifles lor self-protection, a 
number that, in Shatt-el-Arab, was quite inadequate. 

0. It is, 1 venture to think, probable that Sheikh Mubarak would willingly adopt 
the flag provided he received a guarantee that “ His Majesty’s Government would 
see that the Sheikh does not suffer for following the advice given to him,” and I 
am sure that such a guarantee would improve our relations with the Sheikh to a 
marked degree. 


• Foreign Department indorsement, dated January 5, l'JOS. 
t Resident to Foreign Deportment, dated February 12,1905.—P. 'L C 


Inclosure 4 in No. 13. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire, October 21, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to report the following for the information of the Government 
of India. < 

2. It wns rumoured locally some three weeks ago that certain packages for 
Sheikh Mubarak overcarried to Bussorah had been detained by the Customs there 
for duty, which the British India Steam Navigation Company demurred to pay. I wns 
awaiting confirmation from Koweit or Bussorah before mentioning the incident to 
Government. 

Mr. Consul Crow has since been good enough to semi me news of it, and writes 
that the cargo in question has been impounded and a demand for full duty made 
on the ground that Koweit is Ottoman territory, and 1ms no custom-house. He adds 
that the Central Turkish Customs have issued strict orders for the treatment of Koweit 
and Bahrein ns ports of the Turkish Empiro for customs purposes, and that His 
Majesty’s Embassy at Constantinople think it undesirable to raise any question as 
to the Htatus of Koweit for the sake of the duty on two hales of goods. He lias 
accordingly advised the British India Agents to endeavour to reship the goods to 
Bombay. 

3. The decision of His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople was no -doubt 
arrived at after full consideration of the circumstances, and I am not prepared to 
question the wisdom of it. 

On the other hand, 1 think the Government of India will realize from the past 
history of our dealings with the Ruler of Koweit that this is just one of those incidents 
which Sheikh Mubarak most resents, and which inevitably impress him with the 
timidity of our support; ami thnt as long as it is considered necessary that our policy 
in regard to him should follow such lines, the Government of India cannot expect 
Sheikh Mubarak to be whole-hearted or single-minded in Ins dealings with their local 
Representatives. 

Thore is no direct evidence to show that his recent hesitation to carry out his 
undertaking in regard to the use of the distinctive flag is due to this incident, hut I may 
say this, that if I had known of it in time, I should have asked Captain Knox to 
postpone any communication to Mubarak with a view to the introduction of the new flag 
until a more propitious opportunity presented itself. 


[2821] No. 14. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 25.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliment* lo the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign A Hairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morlcy, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 3rd January, 
1907, relative to a proposed British survey of the Tigris River. 

India Office, January 24, 1907. 


Inclosiire I in No. 11. 

Acting Consul-General Ramsay to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) Bagdad, August 28, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that on my way up the river I was much 
struck with the inaccuracy of the existing maps. It is not possible, even with the aid 
of local knowledge, to follow the course on any of the existing maps. 

2. I therefore asked Captain Hamilton to assist me in preparing a Report on this 
subject, and I have now the honour to forward, for the information of the Government 
of India, four tracings which Captain Hamilton has been kind enough to prepare. A 
reach of the river was taken by chance and traced from one map. The same reach was 
then reduced to the scale of the first map and plotted by the system of identical 
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squares. These tracings in original I now inclose, as they may be of valuo for 
professional purposes. The result of Captain Hamilton's labours is more clearly 
shown, though tlm latitude and longitude of tho vnrions maps has been ignored in the 
tracing which was sent to you with my loiter, dated the 25th instant, and to his 
Excellency the Ambassador with my despatch of the same date. 

3 . I think that we ought to take steps to obtain a more accurate survey of the 
river, and for the following reasons:— 

(1.) The Tigris is undoubtedly the most important feature in the country, and 
with an accurate survey of this it would bo much easier to increase our knowledge of 
the topography of the country along its banks. 

(2.) Complaints have been made in the past that tho navigation of the river is 
endangered by the increase of canals. With an accurate survey it would be possible 
to watch and record any changes in, or additions to, canals. 

( 3 .) For the purpose' of recording information about the limits of the various 
tribes a survey would be very useful. 

(1.) An accurately surveyed line would much assist the rapid completion of 
military topographical information in case of military operations in Mesopotamia. 

( 5 !) When a detailed survey is made for a railway from Bagdad to Bussornh, tho 
proposed line will probably he described with reference to its latitude and longitude, 
it would be very convenient to know how the proposed lino would run with reference 
to tho river. 

4. If auv more accurate survey is desired, a somewhat difficult question at once 
arises ns to how it should be obtained. The Turkish Government would give no 
facilities—indeed, they would probably resent any attempt to make a survey, for, 
as far as I can see, nothing could exceed the suspicion with which the British 
Government is regarded in this part of Turkey. 

8 . Captain Hamilton informs me that, if he were supplied with the necessary 
instruments for taking observations with an artificial horizon, including three 
chronometers, he could accurately fix the position of a number of points on the river. 
With these to guide him he thinks that ho could draw in the intervening reaches of 
the river with some approach to accuracy, by taking careful compass observations 
and records of speed. If the Government of India could assist him with the services 
of a competent surveyor his task would be much easier, and his work would be better 
finished. 

Captain Hamilton further informs mo that, though the country is very flat and 
remarkably devoid of natural features, a sufficient number of landmarks exist to give 
great assistance to a surveyor. 

o. If anything in the nature of a survey is required, it would have to be made 
from the “ Comet," and it would have to be made during tho months of March, April, 
and May, when tho river is high. At other seasons of tho year tho surveyor would be 
too low‘down to see any landmarks. 

7. The local expenditure on obtaining such a Burvey would not amount to much 
more than the cost of coal consumed. 

8 . If the Government of India thinks it would ho wise to obtain more accurate 
information, 1 imagine that it will wish to consult his Excellency the British 
Ambassador at Constantinople before issuing any orders to me. For this rcasou I am 
sending a copy of this letter to the Embassy for information only. 


Inclosure 2 in Ho. 14. 

Government of India to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(Telegraphic.) Calcutta, December 27, 1006. 

FOLLOWING telegram has been repeated to the Political Resident at Turkish 
Arabia:— 

"Do you see any objection to survey of Tigris proposed in Major ltamsay’s lotter 
of the 28th August,' 1000, provided the observations are taken with duo care and 
sccrccv, and no party is landed any whoro and no flags or other landmarks are erected 
on banks ? ” 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 14. 

Mr. G. Barclay to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Pern, December 29, 1900. 

I SEE no objection to proposal mentioned in your telegram of the 27lh December, 


[2820] No. 15. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 25.) 

THE Under-Secretary of Shite for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Allairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morloy, 
forwards herewith, for tlm information of tho Secretary of Statu, copy of a telegram 
from tlm Viceroy, dated tho 16th instant, relative to alfairs in the Aden Hinterland. 

India Office, January 24, 1907. 

Inclosure in No. 15. 

Government of India to Mr. Morlcy. 

(Telegraphic.) P. January 10, 1907. 

FOLLOWING telegram from Resident at Aden repeated by Government of 
Bombay on the 12th instant:— 

“ Evacuation of Dthnli completed. 

"General lighting between Amir and Shairi and .Iibali tribesmen is reported by 
Political Agent to be now proceeding on Dtliali plateau. Amir has been worsted 
so far." 

II is explained by Resident that Political Agent and escort remain; withdrawal 
of troops only is signified by evacuation. 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 2S.) 

(No. 39.) 

g| r Peru, January 16, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 3G of the ifith instant, I have the honour to 
transmit copy of a telegram addressed to Izzel Pasha, the new Commandant at lliissorah, 
by the Minister of the Civil List, which has been sent to me by Ills Majesty's Consul 
at Bussornh. It would appear from this telegram that the Department of the Civil 
List is determined to extrude Messrs. Lynch from their share of tho Tigris trade. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No. 10. 


Minister of the Civil List to Izzel Pasha. 

I'rldegraphic!) September 5, 1322 (September IS, 1906). 

AN Imperial Irndd has been issued giving your Excellency the superintendence of 
tho Hamidieli steamers and of the Imperial domain lauds at Amarn, in order that you 
may rentier special servico and assistance, in various ways, in matters of control and 
finance. In acknowledgment of these services u salary of 3,WJtt piastres has been 
assigned to you. . , . , , , 

Good general administration of the Imperial domain lauds ul Amura depends 
chiefly on the timely assistance of the military in maintaining the rights of tho Civil 
List. ' The Civil List Department has entire confidence in your eminent loyalty and 
[1709] 11 









obedience, and expects that you will exert yourself, both in this matter and, also, in 
that of placing the Hamidieh Steamboat Administration, which is a means of perfecting 
the credit and prosperity of Bagdad and Bussorah, on a far superior footing to that 
of Lynch’s Company, and, in any case, in taking such steps as will onablo merchants 
and others to do without that Company. 

(For Minister of the Civil List) 
(Signed) MUKHLIS. 


[3038] No. 17. 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 28.) 

(No. 55.) 

Sir, Constantinople , January 23, 1907. 

WITH| reference to Mr. Barclay’s despatch No. 3 of tho 4th instant and previous 
correspondence on tho subject of affairs in Central Arabia, I have the honour to report 
that Mr. Lamb has been informed by the Grand Vizier that news has been received of 
tho murder of Mita’ad ibn Rashid, the young Emir of Hail, who succeeded his father 
in tho spring of last year. The murder was committed by a cousin of the Emir named 
Tillal, and another cousin named llamoud has now become Emir. 

Mita’ad ibn Rashid was an active and promising Ruler, who appeared to be making 
himself very popular with his tribesmen, and he had sided strongly with the Turkish 
authorities against Ibn Saood. 

I havo, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Sir iV. O'Conor to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received January 28.) 

(No. 5(5.) 

Sir, Constantinople , January 23, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram which I received on the 21st 
instant from His Majesty’s Consul at Bussorah, reporting an act of piracy committed on 
a British-Endian sailing-vessel lying at anchor in front of tho custom-house of Aboul- 
llassib, a river port some 12 miles from Bussorah. 

I at once caused urgent representations to be made to tho Grand Vizier, pointing 
out to him the unpleasant impression that must necessarily bo produced by the occur¬ 
rence of another incident of this nature while we were still pressing for the arrest of 
the persons condemned by default in connection with the assault on Messrs. Lynch's 
establishment at Maghil in February last. 

His Highness complied immediately with my request that strict injunctions should 
he telegraphed to tin; local authorities to take all possible measures for the pursuit and 
capture of the culprits, and I shall not fail to give the matter my close attention, and 
report further to you on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. li. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 18. 


Consul Crow to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Bussorah, January 21, 1907. 

ON tho 18th instant about twenty armed river pirates made an attack on the 
" Vital passu,” a British-Indiau sailing-vessel of Catch, which was at anchor opposite 
tho custom-house at Aboul-liassih, about 12 miles from Bussorah. The ship was 
Iwarded by ten of tho pirates, who carried off her pajyers and tho crew’s money, 
clothing, and other effects. 

I called on the Acting Volt, who promised to take energetic aetiou and referred 
the matter to the police, but has done no more so far. 

'Hto Vali is absent at Nasriye, but I have requested him by telegraph to urge the 
local authorities to take strenuous action, and to cause the naval authorities to patrol 
the river. Instructions to that effect from Constantinople would bo useful. 
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[3539] N °- 19 - 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 31.) 

gjy India Office, January 30,11)07. 

’ WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 10th December, 1000, in regard to 
tho settlement of outstanding questions in connection with tho Award of Xbe Hagne 
Tribunal respecting dhows flying the French flag in Muscat, 1 am directed by 
Mr. Secretary Morlcy to transmit, for the consideration of the .Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, a copy of telegrams which have passed between tins Office and the 
Government, of India on the subject. , 

Mr. Morlcy apprehends that it is no longer open to I Its Majesty s Government to 
revive tho question of the six men whose names were included in tin) Zanzibar Agree- 

m0nt \Vith regard to the French claim that Omanis in the ... French subjects are 

entitled, under the Treaty of ISM, to lly the French Hag, Mr. Morlcy would ■commend 
to Sir E, Grev's consideration the suggestion that the question should be referred o 

tho Law Officers of the Crown for their opinion— 

1 Whether, and in what circumstances, Omanis could become entitled to ll> tin 
French (lag under Article IV of the French Treaty with Muscat of 1841; and 

2. In what manner, supposing tin; right to oust, safeguards could be pOtnineil 
against its misuse. 

° l am, Ac. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 19. 

Air. Morlcy to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Q/^*» I)cCr " ,,rr ^ 

MUSCAT Arbitration Award. Please refer to Memorandum dated the 8th ulumo 
bv French Ambassador, and letter dated tho 22nd ultimo from this Ollico t<> 
office, forwarded respectively with Political Secretary s letters of the -.ird and JUlh 

ultimo. . ,, s Q ovemmon t do not propose, subject to any observations you may 

desire to make, to resist reservations of French Government in respect of following 

^'"status of six Zanzibari dhow owners, jurisdiction over crimes on high seas, and 
linalitv of Laronce’s opinion. As regards Omanis m French service, His •'aj. ,n .- 
Government recognize far-reaching effects that might he caused by imresoryed uccopi- 
mice of French claim. Can you suggest any form of re>.-rvnimi, <"nsislud nub 

maintenance of French rights under the Treaty of IS 14, which '.-I '»• «» 

acceptance? Award of Hague Tribunal, in Iasi paragraph hut one ..f reply to second 
question, refers to that Treaty as si ill in force. 


luelosure 2 in No. 19. 

Government oj India to Mr. Mm ley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Jctiary 20, l!)0i. 

MUSCAT Arbitration : lour telegram of the loth ultimo. 

As regards jurisdiction over crimes on high seas, and littahty of M. I.aronees 
opinion, wo note decision of His Majesty's Government nut to resist 1 reach reservation. 
We would refer to letter dated the 2<ilh Juno, 11)00, from Resident, lersnui Guo, m 
respect to third point, viz., status of the six Zanzibari dhow owners. \\ e would only 
add that local interests of Sultan, as well as our own, would he greatly prejudiced bv 
grant to these men of right of full French protection when in Umnu. It was nut 
till a vear after agreement to refer to Hague 'I rihunal that these persons were entered 
as protest. Suitable quid pro yuo. such as mutual recognition of Sur Greek as inlet of 
Lagoon, where protection of French flag will not penetrate, should, if possible, ho made 
condition without which, in our opinion, point should not be yielded. In order to 
avoid raising question of precise nature of rights conferred by Article 1\ of Irauco- 
Muscat Treaty of 1844, we would suggest, in respect to Gumma in French service, that 
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assurance! should he given lo French Government that proposed arrangements do not 
affect these rights whatever they may be. Present arrangements, it might be pointed 
out, will certainly not affect precisely similar powers which British Government 
possess under Article MV of the Muscat Treaty of 1891. Law Officers of the Crown 
will no doubt decide the point, but it appears to us very doubtful whether, by legal 
interpretation of Article m either Treaty, right to fly national flag of their employer is 
conferred on Omanis in service of French or British. If affirmative decision is arrived 
at, and reservation of their right is insisted on by French, only thing we can suggest is 
that counter-reservation should bo made to the effect that privilege is regarded by I lie 
Majesty s Government as being limited to recognized salaried servants of French, and 
for such period only as they are actually in French service. Sultan should, if possible 
Whhus ** annual y mth ,8ts of such P erson ‘S wK§| should also be interchanged 


As regards Article IV of French Treaty, Major Cox remarks that great incon¬ 
venience would result from introduction of suggested practice in the Gulf, and that 
hitherto Article in question has never been taken advantage of in this manner. 


[3805] No. 20. 

Sir N. 0 Conor lo Sir Edumrd Grey.—(Received February 4.) 

(No. 01.) 

Sir, Constantinople, January 26, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 11 of the 8th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a note verbale which I have addressed to the Sublime Porte 
concurring in their view that only the original maps signed by the Commissioners cun 
lie regarded as authentic in the event of any difficulty arising on any part of the 
demarcated boundary of the nine cantons. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R, O’CONOR. 


Inelosure in No. 20. 

Note Verbale. 

HIS Britannic Majesty’s Embassy has the honour to acknowledge recoipt of the 
Sublime Porto’s note verbale of the 26th August, 1906, transmitting a list of the 
discrepancies between the maps inclosed in His Majesty’s Embassy’s note verbale of 
the 30th March, 1906, and the original maps signed by the Joint Commissioners for 
the delimitation of the boundary of the nine cantons. 

After consultation with the proper Department of the Government of India, His 
Majesty's Embassy has now the honour to inform the Ottoman Government that it 
concurs with the view expressed in the Sublime Porte’s note verbale of the 26th August, 
19()(», lo the effect that the original maps, signed by the respective Commissioners, are 
th.- only ones which, in conjunction with the Protocol signed at Sheikh Said on the 
20th April, 1905, can he consulted as authentic in case of difficulty arising on any part 
of the demarcated line. 

Constantinople, January 25, 1907. 


[3806] No. 21. 

^ ^ Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 4.) 

•^‘ r * t Constantinople, January 26, 1907. 

WITH reference to Mr. Barclay’s despatch No. 41 of the IStli instant, I have the 
honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Smyrna on the 
subject of his action in connection with the dismissal of Kiamil Pasha, and inclosing copy 
of a letter in which his Highness expresses his gratitude to His Majesty’s Government 
for their intervention on his bclmlf. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 21. 

Consul-General Cumberbatch to Mr. G. Barclay. 

(No. 3. Confidential.) 

Sir, Smyrna, January 18, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith a (Report of my action in connection with 
the dismissal of his Highness Kiamil Pasha from the Governorship of this vilayet and 
his taking refuge at this Consulate-General. 

On the night of the 12th instant l was informed that Kiamil Pasha had received a 
curt telegram from the Grand Vizier, telling him that he lmd been dismissed, and that 
the Sultan ordered him to proceed to Rhodes, where a house would ho prepared for 
his use. 

Early next morning, the 13th, I called on Kiamil Pasha, who appeared greatly 
atfectcd by the blow, and I found that he looked upon the manner of his dismissal as an 
act of personal vindictiveness on the part of the Grand Vizier. He expressed himself 
alarmed for his safety and that of his sons, in the event of his being conveyed to 
Rhodes ns a political prisoner, and confided to me that, on receiving, some two or three 
days before, a private intimation of his impending dismissal, he had telegraphed to the 
Sultan tendering his resignation, and hogging to be allowed to reside at Smyrna, where 
he has a house of his own, or ut Boirout, where the climate is suited to his delicate 
state of health. 

The circumstance that he had received no reply from the Palace had 
increased his Highness* anxiety; and it was at his pressing request that I telegraphed 
soliciting your kind intervention, with a view of obtaining the revocation of the order of 
exile to Rhodes. 

Soon after I left the Konak, signs of activity became visible in the entourayc of 
the Commandant of troops. General Tewfik Pasha, who had now been appointed 
Acting Governor, and who-e personal animosity towards Kiamil made of him a ready 
agent for the vigorous execution of any instructions regarding l»is Highness. 

With the fate of Midhat Pasha before him, Kiamil Pasha decided to place himselt 
under the protection of the Power which he felt he could most surely rely upon to 
befriend him ; and late on Sunday morning, the 13th, he left the Konak and came to 
my official residence. 

Feeling certain that His Majesty’s Government would he disposed to extend its 
friendly protection to so staunch a friend of England in his hour of need. 1 unhesi¬ 
tatingly accorded lo Kiamil Pasha the hospitality and safety of His Majesty’s Consulate- 
General, for which action it was subsequently my gratification to receive the approval of 
His Majesty's Secretary of State. 

His Highness telegraphed immediately to the Sultan, informing I lit* Majesty of 
the step which he had taken, and explaining that his chief reason tor placing himsejt 
under the protection of the British flug lay in the obstacles put in the way of iiis 
communicating with His Majesty, and adding that this very circumstance increased 
his fears f*»r his own life, if, indeed, the unfriendly action of the Grand Vizier should 
result in his forcible removal to Rhodes. He begged His Majesty to allow him retire to 
Cyprus, his native laud. 

On the same day I had the honour to report to yourself and to His Majesty's 
Secretary of State the arrival of Kiamil Pasha at this Consulate-General, and to 
forward his prayer that the good offices of the British Government might he extended 
to him with a view to the rescinding of the order for his exile to Rhodes. 

On the following day (Monday > commenced a How of telegrams from the Palace 
that continued until the night of Thursday, the 17th. The earlier ouos indicated 
annoyance at the step taken by Kiamil, and contained somewhat peremptory instructions 
for him to leave Smyrna without delay. Gradually, however, the messages assumed a 
more conciliatory tone. Kiamil Pasha was assured of the Sultan'.-* forgiveness for 
taking refuge at the British Consulate, and became the recipient even ot expressions of 
the Imperial favour, and of promises of perfect freedom at Constantinople. Emissaries 
came to persuade him to leave my house for his own residence pending his departure, 
and the Acting Yuli received instructions that no difficulties were to he placed in his 
way, nor were the members of his household to he molested. At the same time the 
rigorous blockade of the Consulate, established half-an-hour after the Pasha's arrival, 
was gradually reduced to the surveillance of its approaches by police spies, and his 
Highness’ personal attendants were no longer subject to arrest as at first. 
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Meanwhile the conditions laid down by Kiamil Pasha as essential to his leaving 
the shelter of the British Consulate were that he should receive the Sultan’s assurance 
that neither lie nor any member of his family should be molested, and that he should 
have reasonable liberty. He stoutly denied having done anything to merit the undigni¬ 
fied manner of his dismissal, or the cruel punishment of exile, with which he was 
threatened. He asked rac to convey to you his thanks for intervening in order to 
obtain the revocation of the Imperial commands for his exile to Rhodes, and he further 
entreated your high assistance to obtain such confirmation of the Sultan’s assurances as 
might be “ taken act of” officially by His Majesty’s Embassy. 

1 was gratified to observe, in your telegrams of the loth, 16th, and 17th, that you 
shared my humble opinion ns to the importance of insisting upon a formal guarantee 
for Kiatnil Pasha’s future safety before he left the protection of the British flag, under 
which lie had voluntarily placed himself; for, in the event of anything happening to his 
Highness aftei quitting Smyrna, it could hardly fail to affect the honour aud prestige of 
Great Britain. 

On the 17th the messages from the Palace became very urgent, as it was known 
that there was a mail-boat leaving for Constantinople ; but Kiamil, while expressing his 
readiness to leave, frankly declined to do so until lie heard that the Sultan’s assurances 
had been confirmed to His Majesty’s Embassy. 

As your telegram of the 17th did not reach me till 1) p.m., it was impossible for his 
Highness to leave hv the mail-boat on that day ; hut he telegraphed at once to the Palace 
that he would leave by the German steamer to-day (Friday), os, indeed, l also informed 
you at the same time. Mistrusting the Commandant ot troops, who, although he had 
actually handed over the direction of alTairs to the new Vali on the night of the UJtli, 
was suspected of a desire to create trouble, and being unable to return to his own house in 
its now dismantled condition, Kiamil decided to pass the remainder of the night at the 
Consulate; and it was at 4 o’clock this afternoon (Friday, the i8th January) that he 
embarked on board the German steam-ship “ Stamboul,” which left for Constantinople 
at 8••30 p.m. In order to avoid any possible demonstration, I kept the hour of embarka¬ 
tion secret; and 1 am glad to be able to report that his Highness’ departure from 
Smyrna took place quietly, and before the public were aware of his movements. 

On leaving, his Highness desired me to convey to you his most sincere thanks f*«r 
your energetic intervention on his behalf, and to assure you that he will ever remember 
with profound gratitude your kind help in his distress. He also begged me to express 
his thanks and deep sense of gratitude to Mis Majesty’s Secretary of Stale for the 
protection and support extended to him by the British Government. When I finally 
took leave ot him on board he handed me a letter, a copy of which l have the honour to 
transmit to you at his special request. 

His Highness discussed with me during his stay the probable causes of his disgrace. 
He could only think of two reasons as being likely to have induced the Sultan not only 
to deprive him of office hut also to exile him. The tirst. is connected with the succession 
to the throne, which, it appears, the Sultan is anxious to secure for one of the younger 
Princes to the exclusion of Prince Ueslmd, the rightful heir. Doubting Kiamil’s 
adherence to his project, which, it is believed, 1ms the Sheikh-ul-Islam's “ fctva,” it was 
considered prudent to remove him to a place where he could offer no resistance to the 
carrying out of His Majesty's plans. 

I have it from other sources that the " Young Turkey” party thwarted the Sultan's 
project, of which they had got wind, by posting up a Proclamation in Constantinople to 
the effect that if the new Sovereign, whoever he might be, on whom the Sultan's choice 
might fall, did not declare his intention of reigning on constitutio ml lines, they would 
join hands with the Armenian Revolutionists, and have recourse to the same methods as 
the latter, in order to secure their demands. 

The other and mote likely reason for his disgrace is that the Grand Vizier, Ferid 
Pnslm, who, owing to the Sultan’s occasional appeals to Kiamil for advice on political 
matters, Ims always regarded him as a possible rival, lias taken advantage of certain 
clmrges of connivance with brigands, brought by the military authorities against Rear- 
Admiral Said Pasha, Kiamil’s favourite son, in order to bring about bis rival’s downfall. 

About a month ago, the sudden departure for Constantinople of Said Pasha gave 
rise to rumours that Kiatnil Paslm was to be recalled. Said Pasha to be transferred as 
Commodore to Salomon, and Juad Bey, the Pasha’s grandson and Director of the 
Political Department here, appointed to a Consulate. 

Said Pasha scents to have succeeded in satisfying the Sultan ot his innocence, and 
he accordingly returned to Smyrna, from which it was gathered that the blow had been 
averted. But it would appear that the question of Kiamil's dismissal, or trnnsterencc 


as Vali to Rhodes, was subsequently brought beforo the Council of Ministers; and the 
Grand Vizier succeeded in getting a “ mnzbata” presented to the Sultan in such a shape 
as to succeed in obtaining an Imperial Irndd for Kiamil’s dismissal and exile. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that during the ten years of my residence in 
Smyrna I have had the closest relations, both official and personal, with Kiamil Pnslm, 
and that during the whole of that period his conduct has never been of a nature to give 
rise to the slightest suspicion of malpractice or disloyalty. I have reason to believe 
that my collcngu/s, without exception, have Expressed tho same opinion of him in their 
reports to their respective Embassies ; and all, high and low, join in extolling the lofty 
qualities displayed by bis Highness during the twelve years of his administration. 

Nevertheless, it must be admitted that his son, Said Paslm, has laid himself open 
to the charge of enriching himself at the expense of suitors for favours obtainable 
through his influence, not so much from his lather as from the various Government 
Departments where he could make himself heard ; hut it is difficult to credit the 
accusation of connivance with the very outlaws whom his father worked so hard to 
destroy, and of whom his Highness would have successtully cleared the country, hut tor 
the hostile attitude of those very persons who have lent themselves as tools lo the 
Grand Vizier to bring about Kiamil’s downfall. 

At the most his Highness may, perhaps, he blamed for shutting ids eyes to the 
peccadilloes of his son, but he himself did nothing to deserve dismissal and banishment ; 
and 1 cannot help feeling that the successful intervention of His Majesty’s Government 
on his behalf will redound to the honour and prestige of Great Britain in this country. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) H. A. CUMBERBATCH. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 21. 

Kiamil Pasha to Consul-General Cumberbatch. 

Dear Mr. Cumberhatch, Smyrna, January 18, 1907. 

BEFORE leaving your hospitable roof, 1 beg lo express to you and Mrs. Cumberbatch. 
my most sincere thanks for the kind consideration 1 have received at your hands, and 
your many acts of unremitting kindness. 

I would also tender to you personally and most especially my gratitude tor the 
firm support your Government lias vouchsafed me, .support which in tlic greatest 
measure is due to the steps you have taken in my defence. 

Further, I would ask you to he good enough to convey to His Majesty's Ambassador 
at Constantinople my grateful thanks for the trouble he lias taken in advancing my 
cause, and would beg you to be the earnest interpreter of my gratitude, and thanks to 
His Majesty’s Secretary tor Foreign Affairs for the high protection accorded, and the 
invaluable assistance and help given me in parlous times. 

Believe me, &c 
(Signed) M. KIAMIL. 


[ 3808 ] * 0 . 22 . 

Sir .V. O'Conor lo Sir lid waul Grey.—(Receded Primary I.) 

gj r ' ^ Constantinople, January -8, 11)07. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s \ icc- 
Consul at Van, being a quarterly report on the affairs of the vilayet. 

1 have, &<\ 

(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 22. 

Vice-Consul Dickson lo Mr. G. Ilarcluy. 

' U ') Van, December .'11, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to submit a quarterly report on the affair* in the vilayet. 

The harvests this year have been Imd, and the grain is now about double the 
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normal price, consequently a certain amount of distress is likely to occur during the 
cold weather. Some snow has fallen, but, having mostly melted, the country is still quite 
open. The weather this autumn hns been had for agriculture, as, owing to rain not 
coming till late iu October, ploughing was retarded, and only half the usual amount of 
wheat has been sown. The missionaries state that this is owing to the heavy taxation 
on the Christians, which hns forced them to sell their cattle, and thus prevented them 
from ploughing so much, but I am inclined to think this is exaggerated. 

The epidemic of scnrlatina hns been very severe, anil it is judged that some 2,500 
deaths have occurred, n ostly among children. It is now nearly finished, though there is 
a lot of diphtheria, typhoid, and pneumonia about, though l'am informed that these 
discuses come every winter. 

The Armenian revolutionists, I am informed, are quarrelling among themselves. 
The Taslmak, the more powerful party, appear to have assumed the government of 
Armenians i*n the vilayet. 'I hey adjust their quarrels, draw up regulations and laws, the 
non-compliance with which they punish severely, in some cases with death, taxing the 
already overtaxed Armenian and forcing him to buy arms. I am informed by the 
missionaries, whose view may be biassed, that their leaders, mostly foreign Armenians, 
are exerting an evil influence on the young men, as, being atheists, they teach thorn to 
scoff nt religion. If this is the case, and this movement spreads, in time the Armenian 
question will become one of Turkish extermination of revolutionary Armenian atheists, 
and not oppression of Christians, which I doubt would obtain the same sympathy in 
Europe. The following is an example of the way the Revolutionary Committee manage 
affairs, and occurred in Van last month. 

A certain Armenian owed a Mussulman 30/. The Moslem had proof but no receipt, 
and the Armenian would not pay him. An Armenian intermediary told the Moslem 
that if he would give him two sacks of sugar ho would get the Revolutionary Committee 
to enforce payment. The Moslem gave the two sacks of sugar, when certain agents 
ol the Committee called on him, verified his proofs, and asked him if he would he 
content with '-01. in quittance, lie accepted, whereupon they gave him 20/. and his two 
sacks of sugar back, tolling him that justice required no intermediary. The Armenians 
arc in great fear of this Committee, and many instances occur of men passing themselves 
oil us agents of the Committee and forcing Armenians to various actions. Circum¬ 
stances lend themselves to this fraud, as the real agents dare not carry any seal or 
Imdge of office. The Vnli himself was imposed on in this way some eight weeks .mo, 
ami was induced to liberate an Armenian accused of theft. At the present moment 
Jhc revolutionaries are quiet, ns most of the leaders, including Aram, the Chief of the 
Tashnak, are reported to he in Russia, occupied with the elections. 

In my No. 13 of the 3rd December, IROfi. I mentioned that my Russian colleague 
here ha- been making himself popular among the Nestoiians, giving them presents and 
money. I may further add that he has been doing the same among the more 
influential Kurds, and especially those unfavourable to the present regime. Some of 
these ( 'hie s have come into Van to visit him 

The chief topic of interest here at present ia the departure of His Excellency 
Iuhir Pasha, the Vnli, and the appointment of his successor in Ali Rizn Bey, who I am 
informed has already left Constantinople on his way here. Tahii Pasha sutlers from a 
tumour on liis neck. Some time ago he asked for leave to go to Constantinople to he 
operated on, hut was refused. It now appears that his nephew, Haider Bey, Kaimnkam 
of Shottnkii, went Constantinople on leave two months ago, taking with him a 
1 'hotograph of the Vali’s neck, w hich he showed to the authorities with such eflect that 
i'»• Vnli received a telegram saying that, as his malady made him unfit for his work, 
lie was to come at once to Constantinople and be operated on, and that if the operation 
were successful they would consider giving him another post. Naturally the Vnli is 
greatly distressed at having to travel with his family at this unseasonable time of the 
U’ni, ai d his enemies say that he has been dismissed in disgrace. They attribute the 
cause to his want of action in the affair nt Hunzeroot. reported to you in my cypher 
telegram of the 10th October, 1000, when revolutionaries were reported in a village on 
the Bitlis border. The Bitlis Vnli sent troops, hut the villagers had fled, and no revolu¬ 
tionaries were found. Some empty powder boxes were reported to have been found, and 
the liitlis lorce burned the village. Tahir Pasha sent a force, hut they remained on 
the Van boundary aud took no part in the affair, the Vali stating that they found no 
revolutionists, lie enemies now suy that the Bitlis Vali reported that there were 
revolutionaries, that they came from the Van Vilayet, and that they returned there, and 
that Tahir Pasha took no measures against them. The fact remains that the Bitlis 


Vali, who from my own and every one else’s experience is ca»iai//e, has been made a 
Vizier, while Tahir Poslm has been recalled. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. DICKSON, Captain, R.F.A. 


[3810] No. 2?. 

Sir N. O'Conor to N’tr Edward Grey.—(Received February 4.) 

Sir, Constantinople , January 28, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s Consul at 
Damascus, embodying his quarterly Report on the state of the vilayet. 

Mr. Devey comments strongly on tho corruption of tho officials and the inactivity 
of the Vali in suppressing disorders. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Incloeure iu No. 23. 

Consul Devey to Mr. G. Barclay. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Damascus, January 2, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit herewith my general Report for the last quarter. 

No official changes of importance took place during the quarter in this vilayet, 
except that Mustapha Nouri Pasha, the Commandant of tho 5th Army Corps, waa 
charged with Presidency of tho Arazi-i-Seniyoli Commission, replacing “Liva” Ali 
Mansour Pasha, who lias been, since tho transfer of Mushir Ilakki Pasha, acting iu this 
post, and who still occupies the place of Vice-Presiclcnt in that Commission. It was 
also reported that Jemal Bey, the Mtitessarif of tho liauran, will lie transferred to a 
similar post at Kerak, while the present Governor of Kerak will be dismissed. Tim 
post of Maan Kaimakaiulik is still vacant, and it was rumoured that Emir NVjib 
Slmliab, ex-Kaimnkam of Merj-Oyoun, within the Vilayet of Reirout, who is now at 
Constantinople, succeeded in being nominated to that post. 

The Kaimakam of Baalbee, Ibrahim Adliain Boy, during his six months' stay at 
liis post, proved to be far from enjoying the confidence of tin* people there, and 
complaints as to his corruptness were in the last quarter very frequent. Similar 
complaints, but on a much higher scale, form now a topic of the public talk at 
this city as to the open corruptness and villainy of the Director of Post and 
Telegraph, Riza Boy, who is incessantly pocketing bribes aud robbing on behalf of 
every official with whom lie has some influence, especially the Vali, from whose 
good-will he makes profit, aud enriches himself with money of applicants in all 
Departments. 

The public, security in this vilayet throughout the quarter was in every sense 
wanting, and the respective leaders of Bedouins, Druses, aud native Moslems, are 
following their own ways in dealing with their neighbours and their subordinates. 
Early in Noveinljer a Bedouin band killed and robbed three Moslems, one Damascene, 
and two Jermlians near Douma, a few miles to the north of this city. About the 
end of the same month, one Kurd killed and another wounded were picked up near 
Kiswah. a few miles to the north-east ; their assailants are said to be Druses. Tho 
Moslems-of Kuneitra district were planning a league against the Druses, aud trying 
to rouse the Mahommedan animosities among the Bedouins and Circassians of that 
region, directing their movepiont more specially against the Druses of Maidol-Shems, 
who lost one of their number, aud believe that lie was killed by the Moslems of 
Hubbnriyoli iu Hasbeiyn district. About tho middle of December a dispute took 
place at the Druse village of 'Ahirah, iu tho Jobel, between the Druses aud tho 
garrison there, in which the former attacked the barracks ami wore vollied by tho 
troops within and forced to retire disorderly, leaving two men and three cows killed 
and a woman wounded. One week later a Persian Hai caravan, on their way to 
meet tho main body at Tebouk, were waylaid by a largo hand of Bedouins at Khan- 
ez-Zobib, about 300 kilorn. from Damascus, who killed three Persians and carried 
away animals and provisions. 

Other incidents of less serious results wore frequently occurring in different parts 
[1709] K 
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of the vilayet, as also actual murders in the city itself, so that the highways and roads 
are by no means safo or easy to cross. Everybody attributes this state of things to 
the carelessness and inactivity of the Vali, who is doing very little or nothing towards 
calming the country. Unfortunately, the three persons upon whom, in their respective 
positions, the general tranquillity is dependent -viz., the Vali, the Commandant of 
Gendarmerie, and the Director of Police—are almost equals in negligence and 
incapacity. Although the above strictures may appear to be severely and strongly 
put, I cannot but think they are justified by present circumstances. 

The Greek Catholic Patriarch returned here about the middle of November and 
loft again towards the end of that month for Egypt via Haifa and Jerusalem. The 
Persian pilgrims who accompanied the Mahmal this year passing through Damascus 
were about 5(X), which is much the same as usual. 

Rashid Bey, ex-Mutessarif of Jerusalem (now Vali of Monastir), arrived here on 
the 10th December from Haifa, and left on the 12th for bis new post via Beiroul. Ho 
took the Damascus road from Haifa to Beirout, for there was no steamer at the time 
to take him by sea, owing to the roughness of the sea. 

The public health in this vilayet was fairly good during the quarter, except for a 
few cases of small-pox, which has, in fact, disappeared. 

The usual autumn rainfall, though not heavy, was enough to give promise of good 
prospects to the peasants, who are sowing their seeds with lull hope and confidence. 
Last year’s crops are bringing good prices in the markets of Syria about 10 per cent! 
higher than usual—-and the demand also has been good. 

The Electric Company has been lately doing better in realizing the hopes and 
carrying the promises to execution. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


[3811] No. 24. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February t.) 

(No. 07.) 

Sir, Constantinople, Junuary 2S, V,)01. 

I I! AVI’, the honour to report that \ was received in audience by the Sultan on 
the 2f.th instant, and that I found His Majesty looking very much better than when 
1 had seen him about four months ago. He was good enough to express his pleasure 
at my return, and to he particularly pleased at my wife accompanying me to the 
Palace. 

I told His Majesty that T was instructed by my Gracious Sovereign to convey to 
him the assurance of his friendly feelings and good wishes, and that lie had received 
with great satisfaction the news of His Imperial Majesty’s restoration to health. 

'flic Sultan replied that lie was always grateful for any expressions of friendly 
feelings on the part <d the King, and that ho had lately received a telegram from Hi’s 
Majesty in reply to his felicitations on the anniversary of his accession. 

The Sultan carried on an animated conversation with my wife and myself for 
nearly an hour, and then reverted to the messages I had sent to him through Ghalib 
Bey, his Grand Master of Ceremonies, ns reported in my despatch No. IB of the 
21st instant. 

He had duly weighed the observations 1 lmd submitted to him, and lie now 
assured mo that the several demands mode by General Degiorgis Pasha, in regard to 
the reorganization of the gendarmerie, would he approved, and that he would .send 
for tli. General next day and tell him so. 

I said His Majesty’s Government would hear this with satisfaction, but that unless 
His Imperial Majesty gave an order once and for all that no obstructions should hi* 
placed in the way of the scheme of reorganization and that the obstructions of tho 
local authorities should cease, fresh difficulties would again arise which would 
jeopardize the success of the onerous task intrusted to the General and his Adjoiuts. 

His Majesty shook his head, hut made no reply. 

1 lie Sultan then referred to the 3 per cent, customs duty, expressing regret at 
the delay in putting this matter through. 

1 said that you were in a very diflicult position. British merchants trading with this 
country did not at all fancy the proposed augmentation of duty, and in order to 
reconcile them to it you must ho able to prove to the country and to the House of 
Commons that certain valuable concessions alfecting British trade had been acquired 
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in compensation for tho customs duty. T said that several explicit demands in this 
regard had already been presented l>y the Embassy to tho Sublime Porte, and that 
upon the reply to these demands depended in great measure the consent of His 
Majesty's Government to the 3 per cent. 

Tlie Sultan said he had not yet seen these demands, and asked for details 
respecting their nature and character. T told him the main features, and explained 
that all those demands were indisputably in; the interest of Turkish as well ns of 
British trade. 

Tho Sultan said that as far as he understood them this seemed to ho so, and that 
ho thought they could he accepted. 

I then went on to snv that the hindrance to our trade was particularly marked in 
tho Bussorah and Bagdad region, where there was such a congestion of traffic on the 
river that upwards of 40,000 packages were delayed at Bussorah for want of sufficient 
means of river transport. This congestion had lately become so intense that the 
Euphrates and Tigris Kiver Navigation Company had been obliged to stop all further 
consignments from Europe for the present, as they were unable to deal with the goods 
already collected at Bussorah. This condition of tilings prevailed although the 
above-mentioned British Company had a steamer lying idle at Bussorah which they 
were not allowed to use on the river. I was sure His Imperial Majesty would 
understand the loss caused to British trade by this prohibition, and, in view of the 
common interests which both countries had in developing their trade to the utmost, 1 
earnestly begged for the intervention of 11 is Majesty in order that permission might 
he accorded to tho British Company to put. a third steamer on the river. 

llis Majesty did not give me a definite answer one way or the other, and 1 did not 
think it advisable to press tho matter under tho circumstances, but l rather gathered 
that 1 could more or less count on his good-will and support. 

His Majesty then referred to the reforms in Macedonia, and said that lie had 
complied with the several requests of the Powers, and that tho Financial Commission 
was effecting considerable reforms, and that he had lately sent down a Special 
Commission to inquire into the judicial system. 

The Sultan spoke as if he really thought the Powers were satisfied with what had 
been done, and I could not help thinking that the Grand Vizier was keeping His 
Majesty in the dark respecting the various complaints made in regard to this subject 
by the Representatives of the Great Powers. As, however, it was only three days 
since I had enlightened His Majesty as to the obstruction to the gendarmerie 
reorganization, and I was most anxious to obtain a settlement of this question before 
embarking on what might prove an unpleasant discussion, I did not comment upon 
the observation made by llis Majesty. 

After the lapse of about an liour and a-half His Majesty began to show signs of 
fatigue, and he brought the audience to an end by asking me to convey bis best, 
compliments to His Majesty the King. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. U. O’CONOK. 


[4136] -No. 25. 

Admiralty to Foreiijn Ojfice.—(Received February 0.) 

(Confidential.) 

yir, Admiralty, February 1, 1007. 

WITH reference to your communication of the I Sth ultimo, inclosing copy of a 
complaint received from the Vali of Bussorah respecting the alleged hoisting of the 
British flag at Nejwa, I am commanded by my Kurds Commissioner:, wl ihe Admiralty 
to request you to inform Sir Edward Grey that the Commander-in-chief on tho East 
Indies Station has been instmeted to report on the subject. 

It appears probable that tho complaint has arisen out«»f tin* visit of llis Majesty s 
ship “Sphinx ” to El Katif last November ( vide Admiralty letter <>f this date), but there 
is no record of tho British flag having been hoisted at Nejwa, or anywhere in that 
locality. 

Nejwa, a coral reef in latitude 20° 33' north, longitudo 50° 10' east, has two sandy 
■cays on it; one is always above water, the other only dries at low water. The nearest 
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part of the mainland is 0 miles from the edge of the reef, and it is therefore outside 
the ordinary territorial limit. It might be considered quite as much a dependency of 
Bahrein as of El Katif. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C' I. THOMAS. 


India Office to Foreign Office,—(Received February 8.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a despatch to the 
Government of India, dated the 1st February, relative to the collection of revenue by 
Turkish officials at A1 Doka. J 

India Office, February 7, 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 26. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

turn'll f t-, lnrl '“ Qffi ce i February 1, 1907. 

ii i ,, • reference to your Excellency's letter in the Foreign Department dated the 

lith October 190b, relative to the collection of dues at A1 Doka on the Subaihi border 

hohalf of the I urkish Mudir of Mufalis, I forward herewith copy of correspondence 
with tho l'oreign Oflice on the subject. 0 

• 2 ‘ b ,° . seon from t,le lles I latol » Hated tho 14th December, 190C, from His 

Majesty s ChargtS d Affaires at Constantinople that the pro-memorid of the 4th December, 
.nib, addressed to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, is basod on a Memorandum 
n .u. it‘/.mail rice, in which it is pointed out that tho collection of dues would seem 
to have taken place actually at Nobat Absi, on the Turkish side of the border, but that 
1. , 11 1 , 1 ,., 1 uuthoritiefi' were not justified in ordering the rebuilding of a post at 

Nobat-al-Mikrad, which is in Subaihi territory. 

•>. I request that 1 may be furnished with a report from the Resident at Aden on 
the points raised in Mr. Fitzmaurico’s Memorandum. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN MORLEY. 


„ r ^ Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 11.) 

Constantinople , February 5, 1907. 

\\ J Ml reference to your despatch No. 510 of the 22nd November, 1906, I have 
t hr honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul 
at \ an, reporting on tho burning of tho Van prison and the affray at Rurnta. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 27. 

Acting Vice-Consul Dickson to Mr. O. Bardot/. 

(N°. 1.) 

Slr ’ rmvn Van, January 13, 1907. 

‘Met Decernl cr lonour t0 ac ^ uo ' v le ( lgo tho receipt of your despatches of the 1-lth and 

If I may observe, the circumstantial report of M. Hagopian a correspondent is 


• Not printed. 


principally unsubstantiated fiction, and cannot be treated seriously, though I will 
observe on one or two facts that he states. 

M. Hagopiau’s letter and the Report lead one to suppose that the Consuls hold an 
inquiry in the prison, aud that the Vali was present. This is uot the case ; tho Consuls 
held no inquiry, nor have they the power to do so. 

Iiiiani is not a relative of the \ ali in any way. At the request of tho Consular 
Corps he was relieved of his appointments, and relapsed to his former status as an 
officer of gendarmerie at Baslikala. Though actually lie did not leave Van, he was seut 
for trial before the \ an I ribuual, wiio found no legal ease against him, and lie has 
within the last few weeks been rehabilitated. 

All the evidence I can get tends to show that Muggerditch was killed by blows on 
the head from butts of rifles. 

Tlie letter in the hands of Armenians, purporting to be from the Vali to HuHiii, I 
would suBpcet to be a fabrication. lean hear nothing of it here, 'flic Vali rarely writes 
letters, aud there would be no reason for him to write to liusui, whom he sees 
continually. I may add that this llusni is acknowledged by every one to be a canaille, 
but is supposed to have had money dealings with the Vali, who is therefore unable to 
chase him. ’The Vali is now leaving, and when his successor arrives it is my intention, 
in conjunction with my Russian aud French colleagues here, to endeavour to have him 
deposed. 

I wish to mention an incident which occurred in Tiari some few weeks ago, which, 
though small, might possibly have subsequent importance. 

An officer and sixty soldiers, with a tax collector, who had been collecting the taxes 
in the dial district, and were on their way back to Bashkala, were escorted through 
Lower Tiari by men of Malik Rerkho, of Tkliub, who took them as far as Marsawa, 
on the Zab, where Upper Tiari, Malik Ishmael’s country, commences. Here leaving the 
soldiers under a sergeant, the officer went on to Chumba, Malik Ishmael’s village, 
about 3 miles on, to ask for permission and guides to go through Upper Tiari; this 
Malik Ishinael granted, and sent a messenger to tell the sergeant to bring the soldiers 
to Chumba. On the way to Chumba, seven Tiari men from the village of Rurnta, 
armed with sticks, waylaid the soldiers and demanded their arms. The soldiers appear 
to have feared some combined attack, as the sergeant recommended them not to shoot 
but to give up some rifles. Four rifles were taken, and the Rurnta men returned to 
their village, where some of their companions, hearing that rifles were being given 
away, followed the soldiers and demanded more arms; five mpro rifles were given up. 
One man tried to take the sergeant’s rifle from him, pulling it by the muzzle. The 
sergeant objected, and in the scuffle tho rifle went off, killing the Rurnta man. The 
soldiers then started to shoot, and the Tiari men retired, some two or three being 
wounded. Malik Isbmael and the officer, hearing the fusillade, arrived on the scone and 
made tho peace. As a Tiari man had been killed, and the soldiers seem to have been 
afraid of reprisals in that difficult country, tho officer arranged to give up their baggage 
mules as blood money. The Rurnta men refused to give up the nine rifles ; but Malik 
Ishinael told the officer he would try and get them hack, aud return them later after 
the excitement lmd cooled down. 

Malik Ishinael seut a messenger to me with this story. 1 have talked with the 
Vali and the Ferik about the affair, and the Vali has approved of the gift of tie- mules 
as blood money, and the Ferik has promised to do nothing, provided that the rifles are 
returned. I have sent Malik iBlunael word that he must return the rifles at. all costs. 
The Xcstorians are rather unsettled at present, owing to oppressive raids this last 
year by Suto Aglia of Orainar, the Jeriki Kurds, and Sheikh Saddig’s men. The 
Xestorians of the districts of Lmvan and Ishtazin have informed me that they propose 
leaving their districts rn masse in the spring if something is not done to punish these 
Kurds. As I explained in my No. 12 of the 1st Dwember, 1906, Malik ishnmel may 
have difficulty in returning tho rifles, and so 1 mention this incident. 

i have, Ac. 

(Signed) BERTRAM DICKSON, Captain, 

lloyal Field Artillery. 
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[3539] No. 28. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1907. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 30th ultimo relative to the application of the Muscat Dhows Arbitration Award, 
in which it is suggested that certain questions in connection with the French claim 
tlrnt Omanis in the service of French citizens are entitled, under the Treaty of 18-11, to 
fly the French flag, should bo referred to the Law Officers of the Crown for their 
opinion. 

Sir 15. Grey's attention 1ms been called to the fact that it is not clear from 
M. Catnhon’s Memorandum of the 6th November, 1900, what is the exact nature and 
scope of the claim now advanced by the French Government, and he is of opinion that 
it would he desirable, bolora proceeding further, to endeavour to obtain from them an 
explicit statement on the point in question. 

I am to inquire whether the Secretary of State lor India concurs in this view, and, 
it so, whether he approves the terms of a proposed communication to M. Gambon on 
the subject, copy of which, in draft form, is herewith annexed. 0 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[6373] No. 29. 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received February 20.) 

(No. 105.) 

Sir, Constantinople, February IS, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. -15 of the 
1st instant, sending me a despatch, with its inclosures, from the Secretary of State for 
India, respecting the Koweit flag. 

I had the honour to report my view of tho question in my despatch No. 358, 
Confidential, of the 23rd May, 1906, but I vonture to mako a few additional remarks 
now on the broader aspects of the question. 

After mature consideration His Majesty’s Government entered into a special 
agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit, which, on the one hand, imposed certain 
restrictions upon him, while, on tho other, it implied more or less a guarantee of 
protection and the integrity of his territory. This agreement is decidedly of importance 
as regards our future negotiations respecting the debouch! of the llagdad Railway. It 
is not formally or officially acknowledged by the Ottoman Government, yet it has 
weight with them, and would influence their course of action under certain circum¬ 
stances. It is, moreover, a difficulty in tho way of the Germans, which I think has 
already accounted in some degree for their desire to come to an understanding with us 
in regard to the Bagdad Railway. Any exhibition of weakness on the part of llis 
Majesty’s Government, or of a desire to shirk the consequences of our agreement with 
Koweit, would materially affect our position, which is a political factor in the situation 
which, I vonture to think, Ilia Majesty's Government ought not lightly to ignore. 

As regards the question as to whether the Sheikh of Koweit should bo pressed to 
keep his promise of living a distinctive ling on Koweit craft, 1 am inclined to share the 
opinion of tho Political Resident in tho Persian Gulf to the effect that we should use 
great care in the matter, and choose a propitious opportunity for making the suggestion, 
tho more so as, should llis Highness act as wo urge him to do, I do not seo how wo can 
honourably or with credit refuse him protection, and we may unnecessarily have raised 
a very troublesome question. 

Wo have already marked our connection with Kowoit by the appointment of a 
Resident, and, 1 believe, by tho establishment of a British post office, as well as sundry 
other ways. 

I would suggest that the Sheikh should at first fly the now flag in his Konak, or 
othor Government buildings at Koweit. where we should have no diliiculty in affording 

* Draft Momuraudum to M. Gamtiou. 


Inm protection if tho Turkish Government attempted, which is very unlikely, to 
interfere with his action. The Imperial Government will thus get accustomed to tho 
change, and tho way will be prepared for its adoption by degrees on tho high soas. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 

(No. 100.) ‘ 

** r , Constantinople, February 18,1907. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's Consul ut 
Bussorah, reporting orders issued by tho Turkish authorities in regard to Nejwn. 

I have, Sc. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


lnelosuro in No. 30. 


Consul Crow to Sir N. O’Conor. 

(No. G.) 

Sir, Bussorah, January 25, 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 3 of the 12th instant, I have the honour to 
report that, although the Vali appeared quite reassured on tho subject of Nejwa, I now 
learn privately that Izzet Pasha, tho Military Commandant, has given orders to the 
Commander of the troops at Ilassa to place soldiers with an officer on “ Nejwa Islund," 
where, it is supposed, tho British have hoisted their flag. I hoar this is in consequence 
of orders sent from Constantinople. Tho Vali being absent at Nasriyoh, I am unable 
to say what his Excellency thinks of this mistaken zeal on the part of his military 
colleague. 

The Commander of the “ Sphinx ” informed mo that Nejwa was a sand bank 
covored 'almost entirely with water at high tide. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) F. E. CROW. 


[6808] No. 31. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Receiverl March 1.) 

Sir, India Office, February 28, 1907. 

IN reply to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 16th instant, relative to the Memorandum 
communicated by the French Ambassador on tho 8th November, 1000, relative to the 
Muscat Arbitration Award, 1 am directed to say that Mr. Morley concurs in Sir E. 
Grey’s opinion that it would he desirable, before proceeding further, to endeavour to 
obtain an explicit statement as to the exact nature and scope of the French claim that 
Omanis in the sorvice of French citizens are entitled under tho Treaty of 181-1 to fly 
the French flag. 

I am also to say that Mr. Morley concurs in the terms of the communication 
which Sir E. Grey proposes to make to M. Gambon with this object. 

Mr. Morley would, however, suggest, for Sir E. Grey’s consideration, with refer¬ 
ence to the inclosed copy of a telegram from the Viceroy of tho 22nd instant, that it 
might possibly be desirable to indicate to the French’ Government the difficulties 
that would arise if, in consequence of their action in the matter, llis Majesty’s 
Government were to adopt a similar policy in respect of < huaiii employes of British 
Indian subjects resident in Muscat territory. It must, however, ho remembered that 
we could not enforce these privileges for the latter without giving olfouco to llis 
Highness the Sultan of Muscat. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
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Inclosure in No. 31. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. February 22, 1907. 

MUSCAT Award. My telegram dated the 20th ultimo. 

It is pointed out by Resident in Persian Gulf that, if claim that right to lly flag 
is given by Article IV to employes of all Frenchmen in Oman is pressed by French, 
we could presumably argue, as regards Omani employes of several hundred British 
Indian subjects residing at Muscat, Sur, and other seaports, that in that case it would 
be open to us to claim the same privilege. This, he adds, would onco more revive the 
whole evil, the abolition of which was the object of the arbitration. • 


[7043J No. 32. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 4.) 

(No. 124.) 

Sir, Constantinople, February 27, 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 18 of the 5th inslant) I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a Report by Mr. Consul Crow of the circumstances in which 
a British Indian sailing-vessel was plundered by pirates at Abul Khassib on the 
18th .January. 

From a telegram from Mr. Crow, dated the 16th instant, I learn that the Vali ot 
Bussornh iiad returned there on the 13th instant and was doing his host to capture the 
culprits, although the police were very deficient. Mr. Crow suggested that it would 
help his Excellency if I pressed for the employment of Turkish launches to patrol the 
river. 

At my request Mr. Lamb brought the matter to the notice of the Grand Vizier, 
who caused a telegram to be sent to the Vali authorizing him to make any changes he 
thought desirable in the police force, and inviting him to report on the possibility of 
finding launches, or ordering them, if necessary, from India. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 32. 

Consul Crow to Sir N. O’Conor. 

(No. 8.) 

Sir, ^ ^ Russorah, January 30, 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 6 of the 21st instant, anil subsequent 
telegrams on the subject of the plundering of the British Indian sailing-vessel “ Vital- 
passa" by river pirates at Abul Khassib on the 18th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit a copy of the statement of the captain of the vessel reporting the occurrence. 
I have since learnt from His Majesty’s Consul at Mohammerah that Khamissa Kherson, 
one of the crew, died in that port on the 26th instant from fever, aggravated by 
jumping into the river when the pirates boarded his ship. 1 reported his death to your 
Excellency in my telegram en rlair to-day. As the Vali was absent at Nasriyeh, I 
requested the Acting Vali by letter on the 10th January to capture the pirates and 
recover the stolen property ; and, hearing that no energetic measures had been taken, I 
called on him on Monday morning, the 21st January. The Mudir of Abul Khassib failed 
to report the outrage to the Bussornh authorities. At my request police and gendarmes 
Nerc sent on Monday afternoon to the scene of the attack, and the Nakhoda attended 
at the Serai h« give his evidence. In order to rouse the local authorities to a sense of 
their responsibility. 1 telegraphed to the Vali at Nasriyeh and urged his Excellency to 
| ress the pursuit of the pirates, and to obtain the co-operation of the Turkish naval 
authorities in the matter. 

Hn the 20th instant, after receiving four telegrams from the Grand Vizier as well 
ns t legraphic messages from the Sultan’s Secretary and the Vali at Nasriyeh, the local 
authorities bestirred themselves and arrested seven men, natives of Chikur, a Turkish 
village near Abul Khassib, who were charged with plundering three houses in the 
neighbourhood on |he night of the 18th instant. The local authorities seem to think 


that these men also pirated the British vessel, but bo far they have adduced no proofs of 
their complicity. The men arrested are six landed proprietors and a negro in their employ, 
and I am informed that they complained some time back of the malpractices of the 
police and dispatched a telegram to Constantinople detailing their grievances. As far 
as I can see at present it seems very unlikely that these men plundered the British 
vessel, and, from my experience of police methods in Bussornh, I am inclined to believe 
that they are mere scapegoats, against whom the police bear a grudge. 

I have requested the local authorities to search the villages ami to endeavour to 
recover some of the stolen property, especially the ship’s papers. Failing the pro¬ 
duction of some such proof that the men arrested are the real culprits, I see no reason 
to trust the statement of the police that they have found the pirates. The 
gendarmerie force is very much below its full complement, and when the Vali returns 
I propose to ask him to keep their ranks better filled. A useful reform would he to 
establish several Caragol stations along the river hank between Bussornh and Fao, where 
sailing-vessels could moor at night for protection. The outrage occurred close to the 
Abul Khassib Custom-house, so close that the Nakhoda swam ashore to get assistance 
from the Coljis there. Of course none was given, and it would require a considerable 
force to repel the pirates if their numbers as stated by the captain of the vessel are 
correct. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. E. CROW. 

P.S. February 2, 1907.—I have just received your Excellency’s telegram of the 
2nd February. There is no evidence whatever that the persons arrested had anything to 
do with the piracy. All my information goes to show that they arc the victims of private 
animosity, denounced by one Scyycd Husscin-el-Rcdeyin in revenge for accusing him 
of harbouring Mnghil culprits, and disliked by the police because they signed a Mazbat 
to the 8ultan’s Secretary and Grand Vizier Inst May, complaining of extortion and 
ill-treatment. 1 think they have nothing to do with the ease. 

_ F. E. C. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 32. 

Statement of Nakhoda Joseph-bin-Mousn, Captain of the “ (Juju CitalpassaNo. 22L0o, 
of Cutch. 

LAST night about midnight, 7 o’clock Turkish time, a boat occupied by about 
twenty persons came alongside. Ten men from the boat hoarded the vessel, each 
carrying a rifle. We were anchored in the river opposite Alml Khassib Custom-house, 
and at that time it v\as ebb tide. The robbers came from the stern of the vessel. On 
seeing them I and live other members of the crew threw ourselves overboard. The 
crew citing to the rudder of the vessel while I swam across to the custom-house and 
informed the Coljis there. The robbers remained on board about half an hour. They 
collected and took away all the clothing and cooking utensils ot the crew, and also broke 
open my box and took the entire contents, my clothes, 100 rupees, and the ship's papers. 
1 beg that the stolen property may be recovered and restored to me, and tlm robbers 
punished. 

Ilussorab, January 19, 1907. 


17044) No. 33. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 4.) 

(No. 125.) 

Sir, Constantinople, February 27, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from the British 
Vice-Consul at Alexnndrotta reporting on a serious mutiny of troops in that town. This 
incident is a striking instance of the spirit of insubordination which seems to be 
speadiug in the Turkish Army. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. U. O’CONOR. 
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Inclosure in No. 33. 

Fice-Con»uI Catoni to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 2.) 

Slr ’ T TT.iTr. . Alexandretta, February 13, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 9th instant the Mahsusseh steamer 
Marmara’ landed at this port about 2,400 troops coming from the Yemen and 
discharged from active service. Yesterday morning the said troops presented them¬ 
selves in a body to tho Conak claiming food and their two years’ wages, threatening^ 
openly to pillage the town if prompt satisfaction is not given to their claims. 

As no funds wero placed beforehand at tho disposal of the local authorities of 
Alexandretta to meet this demand, the Civil Governor and tho Military Commander of 
the town went together to the telegraph office to communicate with head-quarters on 
tho subject. The troops followed them, and after having surrounded the telegraph 
olhee they warned them that they will not be allowed to leave the said olfioe before 
receiving payment of tlieir wages. 

In fact, tho Kaimakam of Alexandretta and the I.iva, Sabbit Pasha, have been kept 
prisoners in the telegraph office until late in the night, when a telegram came from 
Constantinople informing them that orders have been transmitted to the Vali of Aleppo 
to send promptly to Alexandretta the necessary money to pay the wages of the aforesaid 
troops, winch aro now waiting here the execution of tho Minister of War’s orders. 

If this fact lies no other importance, it shows, howovor, the growing spirit of 
insubordination which now prevails among tho Turkish troops. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. CATONI. 


[ 7045 ] No. 34. 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edu ard Grey.—(Received March 4.) 

f No. 126 ) 

Sir ’ a.-xmir Constantinople, February 26, 1907. 

M 1111 reference to my despatch No. G(i of tho 28th ultimo, forwarding a Report 
hv Mr. Consul Devey on the state of the Damascus Vilayet during the December 
quarter, I hove the honour to transmit herewith copy of his reply to an inquiry which 
I addressed to him as to the action ho might have taken to bring about some 
improvement in the situation. 

Meanwhile I had instructed Mr. Tamil to call the attention of the Grand Vizier 
to the state of affairs described by Mr. Dovoy, and his Highness directed a telegram 
to be sent to the Vali, and a letter to ho written to the Director-General of Posts, with 
a view to the removal of Riza Bey, of whoso “open corruptness and villainy’’ 
Mr. Devey complained, llis Highness promised further to inquire into the conduct 
of tho other ollloials mentioned, and to act ns might be necessary in regard to them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inelosure in No. 34. 

Consul/ Deceit to Sir N. O'Conor, 

(No. 4.) 

®' r ’ . . Damascus, February 7, 1907. 

•n n i rc . Tilley's despatch of the 28th ultimo, expressing your 

l-.xeelleney’s wish to know whether I have remonstrated with the Vali on* tho 
condition of atfairs in this vilayet during the last quarter, as narrated in mv despatch 
■No. 1 of tho 2nd ultimo. I have the honour to rc|>ort to your Excellency that I have 
done so on different occasions, the particulars of winch are as follows:— * 

Towards the cud of October, subsequent to the conflict between Druses and 
r *k U \ n m. W ST lcl1 was in n, y despatches No. 20 of the 12th October and No. Ill 

of the 1-th November, 1 had an interview with the Vali, in which I pointed out to 
him the disorder occurring frequently in and around Damascus owing to the Moslems’ 
excitement against Druses, and the result of this interview was that his Kxceltencv 
gave strict orders to the Director of the Police and the Commandant of Gendarmerie 
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to open their eves in protecting the Druses of the neighbourhood against the ill-feeling 
of Damascus Moslems, and, further, l*o pushed on the projects which ho was proposing 
for conciliating the Hauran Druses with Damascus traders, the result of which 
arrangement was rather satisfactory, as reported in my despatch No. 38 of tho 10th 
December. 

Again, towards tho end of November I called the Vali’s attention to the 
Mahommedan insolence in their dealings with the Europeans, and in support of mv 
remark I quoted an incident in which the Rev. .1. Segall, the pastor of the English 
Church here, was the sufferer, and at the same, time I mentioned the threats 
pronounced by the Moslems of the Meidan quarter against the tramway project, as 
reported in my despatch No. 30 of the 5th December, llis Excellency agreed with me 
on those points, and promised to punish the offenders and obtain redress for the 
otfended in all eases of which be will be duly informed. 

On the third time, about, the middle of December, l called on the Vali and asked 
him to put an end to the disputes between Druses and Moslems in the Kaza of 
lvuneitra, and mentioned to him that the Moslem Chief, Assad-el-Assi, of .lubbatha, 
near Majd-cl-Shems, is the chief intriguer and the principal promulgator of those 
seditious measures of forming a Mahommedan league directed against the Druses of 
Majd-cl-Shems. The result of this interview was that the Vali summoned the leaders 
of both parties to Damascus, and put tho whole matter in the hands of a Committee, 
which studied the causes of dispute and concluded terms of conciliation. The leaders 
returned to their respective villages apparently reconciled. 

I may add hero that about a month ago, subsequent to an interview which I had 
with the Greek Orthodox Patriarch, in which his Beatitude informed me of the pitiless 
persecutions and frequent exactions displayed by the Atrash Chiefs of the Jcbcl against 
the Christians living among the Druses of the Hauran, I put the whole matter briefly 
before the Vali, and asked him to take some measures for the better protection of 
those helpless Christians in tho Jebel. * Unfortunately, his Excellency has not, so far, 
done anything for the realization of the hopes of tho Patriarch, or in execution of his 
promises to me. 

[ discussed from time to time the matter with my French, Italian, and Austrian 
colleagues, who were in full accord with me on the state of things, and on more than 
one occasion severally expressed their opinions, and remonstrated with the Vali, while 
the Italian Vice-Consul went so far as to write to his Excellency a very severe letter 
on the subject. 

At present things are rather calmer than before, owing partly to the cold weather, 
partly to tho withdrawal of Bedouins to the desert in the south-east, as they always do 
in winter, and partly, perhaps, to the fact that the Vali has begun to feel that his 
duties in this vilayet, with so many antagonistic elements, an; different to those which 
lie discharged in Rhodes and at the Privy Council in Constantinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


[ 7883 ] No. 35. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 11.) 

(No. 130.) 

Sir, Constantinople , February 27, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a very interesting despatch from 
Mr. Shipley, His Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum, dealing with the unrest prevailing in 
that district, and the rising spirit of opposition to the Government among the 
Mussulmans. 

Mr. Shipley depicts the general situation very much ns it appears to me from 
reports which I have received from other quarters. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 
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Inclosure in No. 35. 


Consul Shipley to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 5. Confidential.) 

gj r Erzeroum, February 15, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that, Although matters at 
Erzeroum- which, in my telegram to Mr. Barclay of the 28th ultimo, I reported ns 
again wearing an unsettled aspect—have since then, outwardly at least, become 
somewhat quieter, there is no real improvement in the situation. There is, it is true, 
for the moment, no sign of an intention on the part of the Mussulmans to •renew their 
demonstration of last year, but the dissatisfaction to which I have alluded in my previous 
despatches on the subject has, if anything, increased rather than diminished, and I can 
hardly afford your Excellency a better proof of the intensity of the desire for a change 
in the present methods of administration by which all classes seem to be permeated 
than that there are evidences to show that what was originally a simple outburst of 
popular feeling against the general mismanagement ot affairs has gradually taken the 
shape of a definite organization for purposes ot opposition to the Government. This 
organization, which consists, l am told, of certain representatives taken from each of 
the Mussulman wards of the city, appears at present to confine its activities to holding 
meetings from time to time at which, if my information be correct, not only the various 
questions which from time to time arise between the people and the Administration 
are fully discussed, but also the question as to what their attitude should be in case 
active measures should be decided upon by the Government with regard to the events ot 
the 23rd October last. Tlmt the Erzeroum Mussulmans themselves will venture upon a 


general rising would seem to be extremely improbable in view ot their isolated position, 
although vague rumours are in circulation to the effect that something, it is not 
specified what, is to take place some time in thy (.'reck month of March next, and that 
the Mussulmans of this vilayet will no longer be lound to be alone. . But it is significant 
that the revolutionary documents and pamphlets printed,. I believe, in Europe, find their 
way here, and are eagerly read and discussed, while, though I am unable-to iurnisn your 
Excellency with exact proofs, there is little doubt but that active correspondence in a 
revolutionary sense is being carried on with the disaffected Mussulmans in other parts of 


the Empire. 

1 have already alluded to the desire lor reform which has taken hold of all 
classes, but it is noteworthy that in all the seditious utterances which have been 
broimlit to my knowledge, expressions of disloyalty to the reigning dynasty, as such, or 
oi a wish for a change in that direction, are entirely wanting. As tar as 1 myself have 
been able to gather, the resentment of the people is chiefly directed against certain 
officials at Constantinople, whom they regard as thoroughly corrupt and inefficient and 
to whose self -seeking they attribute tin: general stale of impoverishment into which 
their country has fallen. It is time, they are saying, that obedience to the laws should 
he enforced, and that those who abuse their position for personal profit should be 
punished, no matter how high their station, and though no definite plan seems to have 
been formed ns to how this is to he brought about, the increasingly frequent references 
made by the more educated among them as to what lifts taken place in the neighbouring 
countries of Russia and Persia tend to show in what direction they nre inclined to 


consider a remedy may he found. 

In my despatch No. 12, of the 15th June last, 1 had the honour to point out to 
your Excellency that a very serious factor in the then situation was tlmt the troops, both 
officers and men, find become infected with the prevailing disaffection, and that the 
Mussulmans had acquired the dangerous conviction that under no circumstances would 
they lie fired upon by the former. This conviction, I need Imrdly say, lias been in no 
way diminished bv the events of the 23rd October, when it was a common remark that 
the soldiers openly fraternised with the people while the latter, ns reported in my 
telegram of the 2.8th ultimo above referred to, have received further encouragement to 
persist in their attitude of opposition through the failure of the Government to take 
any apparent notice of the murder of its officials, whether this failure be due, as 
interpreted by the Mussulmans, to weakness at head-quarters, or to doubts as to the 
loyalty of the troops. Under these circumstances the present Governor-Genera), Nouri 
Bey, appears, us did his predecessor Atn Bey, inclined to adopt a temporising policy, 
and to avoid ns far ns possible giving any reasonable cause of complaint to the popu¬ 
lation. No power of initiative would, however, as yet appear to have been conferred 
upon him, while the respect for his office bus been seriously undermined, and as 
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occasions for conflict can hardly, in the present temper of the Mussulmans, fail to arise 
between himself and the latter, I can only again express the opinion to your 
Excellency that serious consequences may ensue unless some definite plan of dealing 
with the situation is at length decided upon by the Government. 

I should add that although in view of their defenceless position it is, of course, not 
possible for the Christians of Erzeroum to contemplate a further outbreak of disturbance 
without a certain amount of alarm, there continues to be on the whole a remarkable 
absence not only of panic but even of uneasiness on their part. This I attribute to a 
certain extent to the respect shown by Mussulmans for private persons and property to 
w hich l have alluded in my despatch No. 25 of the 27th October last, and still more to 
the fact that no attempt is being made by the latter to involve the Christians in or to 
fasten upon them any of the responsibility for their proceedings. I am unfortunately 
unable to give your Excellency an equally good account of the relations between the 
Christians and Mussulmans in other parts of the vilayet. As is to be expected matters 
are worst in the districts immediately adjoining the neighbouring Province of Bitlis and 
the Dersim, where cases of oppression and extortion practised by the Kurds on the 
Armenian population are becoming increasingly frequent, and for which the latter can 
obtain practically no redress. Even in the Plain of Erzeroum itself, where until 
recently the state of affairs might on the whole be said to he comparatively satis¬ 
factory, a state of lawlessness, taking chiefly the form of abduction or attempted 
abduction of Christian girls by Turks, is beginning to prevail. 1 have made represen¬ 
tations tothe Governor-General on the matter, and in one ease, viz., that of alleged 
forcible abduction of two Christian girls by certain Turks in the Terdjnn district, a 
Commission consisting of the Acting Gregorian Bishop of Erzeroum has been sent to 
hold an inquiry into the affair on the spot, the result, of which I shall not fail to report to 
your Excellency, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. S. SHIPLEY. 


[ 7890 ] No. 36. 

Sir iV. O'Conor to Sir Eduard Grey .—f Received March 11.) 

(No. 141.) 

Constantinople, March 3, 1907. 

WITH reference to mv despatch NO. 130 of the 27tb ultimo, inclosing copy of a 
despatch from His Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum dealing with the unrest prevailing 
in that district and the growing dissatisfaction of the .Mohammedan population with 
the present regime, 1 have the honour to inform you that Mr. Shipley has reported by 
telegram another incident which occurred quite recently at Erzeroum, and fully bears 
out his views as to the situation in that city. 

It would appear that a Mussulman was arrested a few nights ago by the Vali on 
the charge of being implicated in the distribution of revolutionary publications. 
Although the Vali seems to have taken steps to assure the Multi and other leading 
Mussulmans that the arrest of this man was absolutely necessary, Mr. Shipley lias boon 
informed that the gates of the town are being watched to prevent the deportation of the 
prisoner, and the jailers have been warned that, should anything happen to him, 
the consequences will ho very serious to themselves. 

This attitude of passive resistance on the part of the Mohammedan population to 
the orders of the Central Government is the more important in view of the evident fear 
of the local authorities to resort to repressive measures or to run counter to the 
movement. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


[ 6808 ] No. 37. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 12, 1907. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, relative to the right, under the Treaty of 1844, of Oinanis in 
the service of French citizens to lly the French flag. 

[1709] 


N 
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,, <? am , ,oa ^' in re P'y. Sir E. Grey will bear in mind the Buegestion of 

desirable to todicatetothe French GoveramcnT'S^difficE ^wodV^if in 
consequence of their action in the matter, His Majesty’s Government werTto adoS 
JrSTA" « ‘ b empl0y& f ,5ri,ish iw^s ^°den d t°fn 

Sonch be c rc 8cting 0,1 "T 

U hicb Mr. Money has now *« »f 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GOI1ST. 


f 3530 ] No. 38. 

Memorandum communicated to M. Cambon, ''larch 13 1<J07 

ifpSagglSsssss 

=Sa=;=rS£s?sss 

roeom,«'p™ , S l M < S^i;M? nt <le K^Wi^e-maintient son droit, consum'd et 

EsssISH-snasis 

entitled to the privileges accorded by itaicT/lV 2TlsZTZ T* 
passages ill the Award dealing with Omanis in the service of 1 . ’ ?? he 

.0 show that the same view was taken bT&e ArbitXre Fr0ncbnen *"■“ 3 “'" 
Foreign Office, March 13, 1007. 


[8574J No. 39. 

(No 23) m Earl 0/ Cr0mtr 10 Sir EdWttrd Gr 'y-~(licc'i<» ! d March 16.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

FOLLOWING sent to Constantinople Cu ' n ’ 1 M ° rch 16 ‘ 19U7 ' 

>( Coptic Convent at Jerusalem. 

of reopening ffqutttion! iXhat''they are bMug iupp^iUy^heirr " r ° d f iro “ 8 
being reopened.” ‘ y0Ur bo8t ’ 8houId un °PP°«umty arise, to prevent its 


[9600] 
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No. 10. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 25.) 

Sir, ^ • Constantinople , March 18, 1907. 

WITH roferonce to my despatch No. 141 of the 3rd March, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a despatch from llis Majesty’s Consul at Erzoroum giving an 
account of the circumstances of the arrest by the Erzeroum authorities of a 
Mussulman, named Zidki Effendi, on a charge of being concerned in the distribution 
of revolutionary documents. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 40. 

Consul Shipley to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 10.) 

gj r> Erzeroum , March 5, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that the name of the individual 
whose arrest by the Governor-General, Nouri Hey, on a charge of being concerned in 
the distribution of revolutionary publications formed the subject of iny telegram to 
your Excellency of yesterday’s date, is Zidki Effendi, a resident of ihis town engaged 
in the transport business. The arrest in question, which was effected in the night of 
the 27th ultimo was, it appears, duo to information having been given to the Erzeroum 
authorities by the Governor-General of Van of the discovery at that town of a quantity 
of seditious documents hidden in certain bales of merchandize, of which Zidki Effendi 
was the forwarder. The arrest, I may add, was followed up by a perquisition at the 
latter’s house, but with what results has not yet transpired. 

The immediate effect, however, of the step above referred to was that on the day 
following some four or five of the lower class of Mussulman citizens, acting evidently 
under the orders of the revolutionary organization, proceeded to the Government 
buildings and, I am told, boldly demanded of the Vail why Zidki Effendi had been 
arrested. I am unable to state the exact nature of the reply with which Nouri Bey 
dismissed his visitors, but if the report which I have received of the proceedings at a 
meeting on the following day, Friday, to which the Mufti, several Ulema, and certain of 
the leading Notables were summoned by his Excellency bo correct, the latter, after a 
strong remonstrance as to the unseemliness of the demand made by the deputation 
above referred to, pointed out to them that ns proofs had been furnished to him of 
Zidki Effendi's being actively engaged in a seditious movement against the Imperial 
Government the necessity of his arrest could not be contested by any loyal subject of 
His Imperial Majesty. 

The remarks made by his Excellency would appear to have had a certain offect, for the 
arrest of Zidki Effendi has so far not been followed up by further trouble in the shape 
of a demonstration or other disturbance. None the less, as reported to your Excellency 
in my telegram above referred to, a very sharp look-out is being kept at the various 
exits of the town with a view of preventing his deportation; while the warnings given 
to the jailers of the prison in which ho is confined as to tho consequences to themselves 
should anything happen to him while under their charge can hardly be considered as 
mere empty throats, in view of tho fate of tho police officials on the 23rd October last. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. S. SHIPLEY. 


[9608] No. 41. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 25.) 

(No. 177. Confidential.) 

gj r Constantinople, March 18, 190/. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 130 of the 27th ultimo, 1 have tho honour to 
forward herewith a dospatch from His Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum, reporting the 
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observations made to him by the Vali of Erzeroum relative to an attempt by Russian 
Armenian revolutionaries to enter into an understanding with certain Kurdish Chiefs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 41. 

Consul Shipley to Sir N. O' Conor. 

(No. 12. Confidential.) 

^’ r ' t ttavu .1 i Brzeroum, March 7, 1907. 

1 11A V L the honour to report to your Excellency the following observations 
made tyne hy the (lo^rnor-Oenera 1 of Eraeroum, Luri Roy, during a recent 

Mtlm shimlhln 1 . 1 ' ad "‘■l'l ,1,n ’ ? nd ?J ,ich >“ vicwof tho pweent unsettled nature 
of th . ituation, urn} possibly not be without a certain interest. 

e '? ^lloncym tho course of the conversation remarked to me that it was not 

re.' no W‘li'.at h P rl ° f ‘V 0 . Poptilation, but from the Turkish llamidid 

‘"’“"I th ,° con,ln S s l >ri,, K- The former lie felt ho 
n ervio •- 1,(1 statement whirl, lie repeated more than once during llio 

intention but lie had no moans of effectively checking tho excesses of tho latter 
'V 5 ' 5 " 1 , ,ioh conferred upon them as soldiers 

ha renduul them practically independent of the civil authority. They were, il was 
true, amenahk'to niartml law, but tins, he said, constituted no restraint whatever, as 

veniuiVio mve a nd ' al dl8lri ? ts '“hoWlcd by these regiments would 

ven,uio to gne ndvorsu evidence m a case in which one of iheir number was the 

ourselves' . 1 ’, ur,, “‘ r “ l,, ' t ‘J 1 ! 8 }>•« Excellency begged me to regard as entirely between 
7 • knowledge from a letter which had been intercepted, 

revolutionaries in Russia to certain of the Chiefs of these Hamidie 
t;overnn^n! Vlf 0 i' S ,,' Vei? '. n,ul °,'° ta ! n P ,,r "''Hi their allogiauee to tho Imperial 
to ibn elfeei ihm 'T " ' ' ir MwaHon, though somewhat vague, contained Btntcmenls 
oi hdl it was we 1 known that they, tho Hamidie regiments, would he allowed 

Lli Wui i 'A'" 8 , 1 ° f the Present Sultan, whose health was notoriously 

■ e I 1 ' ‘ , 1C ' !I * 'of'dore look to themselves and do as they thought fit, which, 

'a , 7 s " ld ’. co " , ‘ l f»l.v bo interpreted as an overture to them to throw in their 

CIn, , had further been made aware that the local Armenian 

" 7 ,1 r f I ,, 10 ' 1 " 1 . ':" 1 (‘Eo been sounded by the eentral organization in Russia, 
•w 1 . ,7. . n partimpution in such a scheme, the first conseimcnces of which, 

l7ee!ienr'v 0 "il,7 (a a ' vart '.. '.' , » l . l(i be—I give the expression made use of by bis 
ux( onency - their own annihilation. J 

I" reporting ,° your Excellency the above, I am, of course, not in a Dosition to 
tilT 'i- 0 i A h0a "‘ 10n {' C "- V “ f 11,0 SUUIWS of Nollri Bey’s information; and as regards 
' 'n n " e " ,i ‘; i ’ ^ on J n,l "f c "'eat'oned by tho latter, I feci hound to point out lo 

outward 7 a r7. , ! ’ t . ll0u S h . s,, el> .an organization may well be in existence, no 
the non, ! ' "“V ° f ap,| vu.v on its part has boon brought to my knowledge during 

as to his - I It;!" y i TOS ‘.'"T A" , ;|f Z< 7' lU ; ,,L rll « assertion further made by his Excellency 
or lot sin (-I ■’ hu l . u 1 rk, 1 8h P a r‘ u th « population is, whether well founded 

hand tak n I, ' var, " , !?° the attitude maintained by the latter. On the other 
aim re 1,17, I l 'Tf the P rcva 'l ,c 8 uncertainty of affairs to which I have alluded 
i , |'‘, K '"‘‘ r , ° f ,hat an altempt, such as that referred 

toenter 7 ,S1 "" e lmw . n,mie *>>' ll >0 Russian Armenian revolutionaries 

to enter into an unaorstandiug with certain of the Kurdish Chiefs the general opinion 

their'^ lovnhv to ‘ t r Karil f t0 2 ? I " l ' 0r . ,luiuf f’ ■ f,,ul t lhat 110 reli nm.o could he placed on 
th ° ,r aC “ 0 ” “ ' hat evmt wouU b ° dicl “‘ ed 

I have, drc. 

(Signed) H. S. SHIPLEY. 


19716] No. 42. 

lutlia Office to Foreign Office.—(Received .March 25.) 

VeoJtelv ^fi'l' *" S< r Cr0t A r ' " f S,at £ for In 'lia presents his compliments to tho Under" 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morle^’ 
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forwards herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, copy of a despatch 
dated the 15th March, and inclosures, to the Government of India, relative to 
the alleged complicity of the steamers of tho British India Steam Navigation 
Company in the Persian Gulf arms traffic. 

India Office, March 25, 1907. . 


Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 

Mr. M or ley lo Government of India. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, India Office, March 15, 1907. 

WITH reference to the papers inclosed with your Foreign Secretary’s letter 
dated the 31st January Inst, I forward, for the intormation of your Excellency’s 
Government, copy of correspondence between this .Office and the British India Steam 
Navigation Company on tho subject of tho allegations that have at various times been 
made as to the complicity of that Company’s steamers in the illicit arms traffic in 
the Persian Gulf. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN MORLEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 42. 

India Office to British India Steam Navigation Company. 

Sir, India Office , February 21, 1907. 

THE attention of tho Secretary of State for India has been drawn to allegations 
that a considerable amount of smuggling of arms to Bahrein and Ivoweit is 
carried on by means of the ships of the British India Steam Navigation Company. 

1 am to refer especially to the ease of the “Chindwam” at Muscat in January 
1904. According lo other information, the number of arms landed at ICoweit by 
the Company’s steamers is estimated at some 5.000 rifles per annum. In October 
last information reached His Majesty’s Consul-General, Bushire, through Persian 
official sources, to the effect that it appeared that for some time, past the. traffic in 
arms had been surreptitiously carried on between Muscat ami Bahrein; that profes¬ 
sional arms-ruuners were shipping the arms in the British India steamers under 
false denominations; and that from Bahrein the arms were gradually filtered into 
Persia by means of native craft. 

The British India Steam Navigation Company arc no doubt aware that the export 
of arms from Muscat to India or to Persia is forbidden by the Sultan, at the instance 
of the British Government, who have undertaken to enforce this prohibition so far as 
it is in their power to do so. 

Similarly proclamations have been issued by the Sheikhs of Bahrein and Kuweit 
against both the importation and the exportation of arms into and from their territories, 
which llis Majesty’s Government intend to enforce in so far as they are enabled to 
do so by the law ns defined in the case of Frncis Times e. Carr. 

The Secretary of State feels sure that any smuggling of arms which may have 
taken place in the steamers of the British India Steam Navigation Company must 
have been not only unknown to the Company themselves, but absolutely op|X>8e<l to 
their wishes, and lie now brings the matter before them only because lie is confident 
that they will desire to make inquiry into the matter, and to take any measures which 
may he found possible for tho prevention of the practices alleged to exist. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


In closure 3 in No. 42. 

British Indiu Steam Navigation Company to hulin Office. 

Sir, 9, Throgmorton Avenue, London. February 27, 1907. 

1 AM instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, 
with reference to the allegation that a considerable amount of smuggling of urms to 
[1709] O 
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ISionCom 0 ^ 1 " CarriCd °“ by “ eanS ° f thc shi P 8 of th0 British India Steam 

I he Directors of the British India Company request you to convoy to the 
Secretary of State tlieir thanks for the courteous manner in which this matter Ins 
lecn brought to their,notice, and to say that they will gladly do everything* possibb 
to prevent sue , practices as are alleged. They have already telegraphed to Hie 
managing agents of the Company in India to institute inquiries into the allegations 
and to caution the Commanders of steamers employed in the Persian Gulf and instruct 
them to report at once to the Consuls any suspicious eases 

The Directors express the hope that those efforts will be successful in preventing 
concerned "" “ ar “ 9 "* th< ' S ° ' 1Uar,ers 80 far as ,bc Company's steamers ml 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) r. W. ARMOUR, Stcrrlary. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 42. 

India Office to Biitish India Steam Navigation Company. 

Slr ' i ... , India Office, March 8, 1907. 

1 AM directed bj . the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 27 th February last regarding the position of thc British India 
steam Navigation Company towards thc arms traffic in the Persian Gulf 

Mr. Morloy desires to express his appreciation of the prompt action taken by 
your Company m investigating the matter, and of the readiness they have displayed 
to co-operate in the important task of checking this illicit trade. 

A copy of this correspondence is being forwarded to the Government of Tudia for 
their information. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed' A. GODLEV 


[9799] No. 43. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 2C.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary .Morloy, 
forwards herewith, for the information of thc Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India,* dated the 31st 
January, relative to Pan-Islamism in Muscat. 

India Office, March 25, 1007. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 

Major Grey to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) Muscat, December 24, 1906. 

I HAVE tlio honour to forward herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter 
dated the 24th December, 1000, and its inelosures, which I have addressed to the 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, Bushirc. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 43. 

Major Grey to Major Cox. 

(Confidential.) Muscat, December 24, 1906. 

1 HAVE tho honour to refer to this Office letter dated the 8th October, 1000, and 
its inclosure, and to state that, in my opinion, the conclusion arrived at by Lieutenant 
Shakespear in connection with Pan-Islamism injOmun is generally correct. It is well, 
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however, to give some account of such efforts ns have been made recently to induce 

the Omani Sultan and people to accept the views of the piopnganuists. 

the umam s uu 11. j^ded to thc fact that attention was bemt P«>d 

l,v those fostc,-in- the l>an-Islamie movement to the desirability of increasing the 
lAturil dislike bv every Moslem potcutate to Christian interference in his affairs, with 
a^vieiv to'liiuding tl.S Rulers Mother under the Turkhd, 
extract from the •'Nibras-ul-Mushankali waal Muglinribali ( ..irnp or tin 
and Western Spies”), a publication edited in Cairo by Saiyid Qasj,n-bm.?aid-a8 
SI m ik i "V Vmnri and Saivid Mustapba-bin-Isinail Al'Amri-al-Fandb, of that city, 
and'“id Vo totsuo“ bi-wrekly. Tb number at - 

contains two or three inflammatory addresses supposed to ha’ielli c> del < red at an 
imm.innrv l’m-Islamic Conference, followed by a few words ol exhortation in e.u.i 
Moslem tinier of any importance, urging them to resist Christian into r «™ce, lM k mg 
t 0 Turkey for assistance. The attached (Inclosure .!), addressed to His aighmas the 
Sultan of Oman, is a fair specimen of these latter compositions, among which there 
nttturall^misideniblo resemWnnofc^ .. N „ )rns •• found their way into Oman some 
months a.re l,ut P n 0nc ,, a vd been seen now for some time. Their contents have 
nroduccd little or no effect in the direction desired by the editors, even among tin 
Ctawiah or religious body. The reason for this is stated in the attached description 

° f ‘’’I “veopTffiSand its inotosurcs has been forwarded to the Government 
of India in the Foreign Department. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 43. 

Extract from the " mrns-uUMusharikah waal Mugharibah," addressed lo Hit Highness 
the Sultan of Muscat. 

YOUR Highness is renowned for perepicuity. Mgrktoj. andgoad 
have inherited the distinction or an ancient and 

Rulers noted for nobility of nice and deeds. You lm\c seen and nn , . . 

endured bv .Moslems in both Eastern and Western countries, the reasons of which ai 
their discord and dissension and lack of mutual assistance, while the foreigners 
eleverl ammo- their tricks and put them in circulation, destroying Moslem nutherdy. 
You should study carefully the contents of this ]>»g* andi"Xld 

ig* 1 'ire o^uptme “bduUInmhl'-hin-Aliil'iT.Majid as the wM enunmit Chief 
among'those of the peninsula (Arabia); it is your duty to propagate these s ew> 

sasros srasftaffi - n r 

/ •” without assistance) to retain their indopqndenee and to keep up their power and 

reverse (i e. not banding together) is a clear heresy and an evulen deviation (from 
r • \ rjrwl cnvR “ And God is not (disposed) to lend a people into crior after 

dimdim' them until that which they ought U) avoid is become known unto them. 
God has”taken uiwu himself to explain this matter in tlm verso quoted ; it docs not 
therefore become a man of honour to prefer error and discord to concord, agreemet t, 
and (mutual) succour. 


Inclosuro 4 in No. 43. 

“ Mutawiah Seel i>f Oman." 

THE word Mutawiah L=.IR. (singular yL) is derived from thc Arabic 
iA\ Tliaat, obedience. It appears to have been employed Aral a 
sense by the Wahabis, whose founder applied it to certain of his followers who. 
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SET'Kitri"! ft Sisr-js sr — & 

'"5 f do -ort, kn, «, M oZSKTS'iSh 

f; ; ,r Tt? r ranCh ° f th ° Kll, ‘" nrij or Seders of the time 

as Vtd-^KS&Sim £V&£7 ■ZtiltwZ 

,s ■Kit# iS 1 V| G « fa « Itom 

Moslems besides the ordinary religious dufc- ° y <lcare t0 or ' lai “ 0,nou 8 

1 Xik!!hman.^einnlll!s'r''° '' m<1 PUnishmi;nt of a '°*° ">■<> JLt 

2 Increased care and regularity in regard to the veiling of women. 

The “ed IsTm^™! m< fc’ ."“f .' Ali «“ • «Jr. and no Moslem. 

whom he gave to understand that no amount of effort on"the "nart°Pan’ 
JheSSi d ,ndUC ° ‘ hC ‘o —* ‘heir own McJi'of 'ZeldZ 

(Signed) W. G. GREY, Major. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 13. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

(Confidential,) . 

!' .I have the honour ra fo^T^^ ofTi^TS^ * M ™ 

letter, dated the 8th October, litOtt, with inclosure ' ' J ttnant Sliakc8 l ,ca r's 

C.li iSt^^Ie -WSSSfi^ 10l ' " rCql,0St ^ Mr ' G - ^-ne,, 


Inclosure 0 in No. 18 . 

Lieutenant Shakespear to Major Cor. 

in C’timTl“" S movement 

subject as far a" it atf jls Musiat. " imm * %"$> a Memorandum on the 


Inclosuro 7 in No. 43 . 

Memorandum on the Pan-Mimic Movement in Muscat. 

| . . ..J ,• ' ' n f. ro,Ml ® ,n Muscat to forward tins movement. 1 

atUoS^ the hhin M , ie su *’J c °t with His Highness the Sultan, who simnlv 
his ignorant and higoteTsubieds^r^nlV^^^ sllc !' e ' ssf " ll . v engineered among 
the furtherance of S sueife t iJfetton f ■v"T *° corae - “!*<*% as 

•■’■■'I•SSS&B - - 
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Bay id Yusuf Zowavi; lie also told me tlmi no such movement had any present 
existence in Muscat, nor was likely to over gain any footing, as the Sultan here 
represented practically all power, both spiritual and temporal, as far as the majority, 
who are quite illiterate and very ignorant, were concerned* 

No emissaries from Turkey or Egypt .have yet, as far ns it has been possible to 
ascertain, visited Muscat, and my own opirfion is that the subject has no interest for 
the people in Muscat at present. 

In spite of Savid Yusufs conversation, I cannot help thinking, however, that the 
only man likely to further the idea here is Say id Y usuf himself, lie is about to go on 
theVllaj Pilgrimage, and after it to visit Egypt and Asiatic Turkey ; on his return his 
opinions mnv repay curiosity and inquiry. 

(Signed) W. II. I. SllAKESPEAR, Lieutenant , 

Officiating Political Agent, Muscat. 

October 7, L90G. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 20.) 

THE Under-Secrotary of State for Tndia presents his complimonta to tho Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of State, copy of iuelosurcH in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to tho Government of India, dated the 7th February, 
relativo to Pan-Islamic propaganda in Muscat. 

It is requested that these inclosures, which arc sent in original, may be returned 
to this Ofiico when done with. 

India Office, March 25, 1907. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 44. 

Major Grey to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 

gj r Muscat, January 21, 100/. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter 
dated the 21st January, 1007, which I have addressed to the Political Resident in tho 
Persian Gulf, Bushiro. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W. G. GllEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 44. 

Major Grey to Major Cox. 

(Confidential.) 

$j r Muscat, January 21, 1007. 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to my letter No. 589, dated the 21th December last, 
and its inclosures. , . , w ....... . 

2. I have been informed by Sheikh Saif-bin-’Ali-bin- Aimr-al-Maskari of Ibri in the 
Shan by ah, who is himself a Mntnwvva, that letters had recently been received from Cairo 
by Sheikh Isa and Sheikh Ahdullali-as-Salimi, through Sheikh Zuid-biu-Khulifah of Abu 
Dhabi, bogging for pecuniary help in the reproduction of the “ Nibrus, ° which had 
collapsed temporarily for want of funds; and suggesting that they should send a few 
representatives of the Pan-Islamists of Oman for introduction to the Sultan of 1 urkey. 
The persons addressed have not replied, and they have no intention of sending either 


Snivid Mustufa-bin-lsmail-al-Faridhi. 1 am t«dd that this man, wlio, as regards religion, 
has seceded from the Sunni to the Ibadhi sect, belongs to I lie Sadat tribe, a remiumt of 
tho Koraish, who are supposed to lx? tho descendants of Muhammad (Saiyids). 


A I'au-Islamic journal published in Cairo. 
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iu O^SgSg* ° f ^ & ‘ dat “ r ° 10 be £ound “ Dhufar. and one or two elsewhere 

ForefgnV^nmenfcalm^ ’**" “ 1)16 G ° T9rnmBnt ° £ lndia in *» 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. G. GREY. 


[10468] No. 45. 

(No 190) S> r N. O' Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 

®‘ r ’ un , PII , , Constantinople, March 25,1007. 

19.0 11 re£erenoe . to my despatches No. 130 of the 27th ultimo and No. IG9 of the 

rfnnrt .W ’ tho , & 1,Uoal situation at Erzeroum, I have the honour to 

report that, according to telegrams received from His Majesty's Consul tho Vali 
siurmionod fifty of the leading Mussulmans to his house on the 15th instant, and read 
to them a message from the Sultan to the effect that the Decree for the exile of all 
persons prescribed in connection with tho disorders of March 1900, had been rescinded 
and a general amnesty granted for tho events of the 23rd October (see Mr Barclay's 
N °- n 8 , ° f *? 20tb OotokoO- The poll tax, however, must he paisas no 
distinction could ho made in favour of Erzeroum, although the arrears of the last two 
yearn would be remitted. The Vali, after urging that the tax would, aite. all chiefly 
affect a few rich persons contented himsefi with expressing the hope that the 
inhabitants would now address a telogram of thanks to llis Imperial Majesty 
vilayet.r" S 8ubmis8li>n to ,lis wil1 . a »d so set a good example to other 

Mr. Shipley has been told that the Vali’s message was received in silence Ilia 
audience merely asking for time to consult their fellow citizens. ’ 

. 1 ,,. Ml , gave ?° s i«n of approval of tho message. On the contrary, on 

SdVall SnlsS''.^large but perfectly orders deputation of Mussulmans waited on 
he ah, and after stating that they wore too poor to pay the taxes in question, begged 
Inn. to procure her remission from the Sultan. Tim Vali promised to forward Uds 
petition and lot them know the residt. u 1,118 

fmm°i U n '." 3,ilnt hc ; anuou,lce d that the tax on domestic cattle was reduced 

from 1 1 to 3 piastres per head, hut this Concession had no better success than the 
other the people still protesting their inability to pay. 

lo-day the Turkish papers announce that, as'a further proof of His Maiestv’s 
Kinovolc.it regard for the welfare of his subjects, an Imperial Irade has been issued 
and communicated to the proper departments, ordaining hat both the poll tax and tho 
tax on domestic animals shall be alxilished 1 

by imP ° rtanC0 ° f thi3 a ' riking defCat ° f * G ~ 

I liavo, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


r 11063] No. 46. 

(No. 104.) S,> ‘ Y 0 ' Canor 10 Sir B ' ,wilrd Oreo.-(Received April 8.) 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 12G of the 27U» MmMrvfl Imve th’cGumour 
Maj ° Sty ' 8 C ° nSUl “ Da “' - "» 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 
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Inclosure in No. 40. 


Consul Dcvcif to Sir lY. O’Cottor. 

Damascus, March 16,1907. 

’ WITH reference to a paragraph in myidespatch No. 4 of the 7th ultimo, I have 
the honour to submit the following information about tho present state of tho 
Christians living iu the Jcbcl Druse, and respecting that disturbed part of this 

vilayot.it ^ 127 v ,ii aK e 3 of tho Jeliel there arc only seven villages inhabited by 

Christians alone, and fifteen others containing certain proportions of them, amounting 
in all to about 5,000 souls, of whom two-thirds are Greek Orthodox and tho remaining 
third Greek Catholics. ... . . , , , , „ A 

The number of Druses in their 120 villages is approximately put at 00,000 sou s, 
one-third of which carry arms, and more than the half of these are armed wit i 
Martini rifles, smuggled to them mostly from Hcirout port and earned over to t ic 
Hauran liv Beirout and Lebanon traders, who make very high profits on tlioso contra¬ 
band articles. The gunpowder with which they fill up the cartridges is manufactured 
mostly in the Lelianon ; they themselves have already learned how to manufacture it, 
and are now producing some inferior quality of it. . 

There are also several Bedouin tribes tenting among the Druses and Mowing 
permanent devotion to them. They are known by the name of AHth-ol-Jobol 
(Bedouins of the Mountain) j their number is put at about 40,000 souls, and tlicj cau 
put into the field about 10,000 men. They are the allies of tho Druses, and are ready 
to support their views iu defensive and offensive engagements. . 

The Governmental administration in the Jobol is conducted by three kaimakains 
situated at Sweida, Salkhad, and Aliira, which are the centres of the three Druse 
kazas while there are besides these about tiitcen Druse villages in the Moslem lvaza 
of Busr-cl-Uarir. These three Druse kazas, since the year 1800, used to be governed 
by military officers of the rank of major, serving as Kaunakams of those kazas, but 
under the ‘present circumstances theso officers resigned their posts on the ground it 
the intolerable insoleueo and open disobedience of the Druses, and other officials ol 
inferior ranks are now placed in charge of the kazas . ... . 

The Judicial Department does not exist m tho three Druse kazas; only a Court was 

organized at Sweida in the year 1807 and abolished in 1901. 

' The military garrisons in the Jobol consist m one battalion confined in tho fine 
barracks of Sweida, one company at Akira, and another company at Salkhad. Iieso 
forces are never called to action, because they aro too weak to eopo with any emergency 
in their respective places, and their presence among the Druses has no authoritative 

" Ll '“The gendarmerie consists in only six infantry and twenty cavalry in each of the 
three kazas, and these, again, are not adding much to the prestige of the l.nvorimieiit. 

The three kazas of the Jeliel contribute to the Government treasury L i. 4,021) 
annually, divided as follows. Tithes, £T.2,000; virgo £’1\2,000; military exemp¬ 
tion tax JET.400; and public instruction, £T.220. lho population of these kazas 
pav this sum with great difficulty, and in many cases with heavy reductions, so 
that those revenues are scarcely enough to cover the local expenditure ot the 

Government.^ ()f ()u , christi;u , s |,y that strong clement of their Druse 

countrymen, I am sorry to report that it is by no means just or tolerable I lie Druse 
Sheikhs or Chiefs constantly force the helpless Christians who happen to lie in their 
respective circles of influence to plough their fields, transport their crops, and do then- 
work without any pay; they impose on them and levy taxes that vary with the income 
and profession of each Christian individual; in many cases they force the hitherto 
nav them 7/. on the occasion of the marriage of his daughter, a very humiliating and 
vexatious old habit still exercised by many of those Sheikhs; and worst of all, when 
these poor creatures raise their voices and complain to the authorities, their Druse 
oppressors take hold of their property and deny them the right o living among them, 
SO that some of those Christian peasants were obliged to emigrate and seek residence 
somewhere else. The most notorious oppressors of the Druso thiols are Salim Atrash, 
with the Christians of the villages of Tissa, Sumj, and bi.umnkiyat; Miistopha Atrash, 
with the Christians of Metau; Yaliya Atrash, with those of Ira, Kharaba, and Jubub. 
lfainmoud Alnvsb, with those of Isliba; Thaukau Atrash, with Rumiya Chnstiaus , 
and Khalil Amir, with those of El-ilect. Other Druses expelled Christians aud 
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Moslems from flic village of Shannira, near Salklmd, and appropriated their land. 
. Inior oppressors do not fail to make their appearance among the Christians whenever 
they find pretexts to do so. 

The Greek Orthodox Patriarch Imre tried his best with the local authorities to 
n for hweommunity. but his proceedings for this end were 

ruitless. Ills Heatitilde applied to me more than once to support him if possible 
and besides speaking o the V ali o,, the subject. I In,d a long interview with some of 
the Druse Sheikhs ol the .Teliel in winch 1 advised them to bo on better terms with 
then- inoffensive Christian neighbours, and showed them the displeasin'. results of 
oppression ami atrocious treatment. I learned Soon after that this interview had its 
effect, and the Chiefs among the Druses, in a general meeting, decided to exert their 
influence for the protection and better treatment of their Christian countrymen. 

X have, &o. 

(Signed) G. 1>. DEVEY. 


[11790J No. 17. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 13.) 

S ‘ r ’ r Aar l* iii -.re . India Office, April 12, 11107 . 

the M f; Se . 0r0 H 1 2 ? 1<wl °y ,n tmn8mit herewith, for submission to 

r rV f Skk ‘ for Xoreigii Affairs, copy of a Secret letter from the Govern- 
' ! th . c 01 a Shtjlkh named Jaman-bin-Mnhomed, who 

rc] r s., its himself to lie a leading Ameer ol Zahran, in the district of A1 Tavaf 
in tin Iiedjaz, to place himself and Ins country under the protection of the British 
Goiernmcnt, or in default of such protection to obtain assistance in hrin-iii" his 
CVmltanTinoide 1 ° f th ° S " lta11 thro "« h S »0 Jiritisli Ambassador at 

l> liilirllkW*! the Sheikh who is now at Aden has teen informed liv the 
1 ohtteal Kesment that, while he would make his desire known to His Majesty's 
Government, it was not probable that they would accede to his request 

Subject to the concurrence of Sir JO. Groy, Mr. Morley projiosos to approve the 
suggestion ol the Government of India that the Political Resident at Aden should be 
h'lw.TTf iVvTp 1 ' C Hll,,|kl ‘ <>ral '. v , to tlie '-treot that, as friondly relations exist 
S i C 'l " f, PETY*?. lh ‘ ! Sultan of Tllrke .''' within whoso torritnrv 
l? 1 ' ; *‘P Enhs ' 1 Government are unable either to take him and his 

Conianttahplo rote0ti0n ’ ° r ° lntcrveno llis bclmlr through the Ambassador at 

by teh'gram^lo'their clespateh.' OVOrn,nen ^ ° f ^ "£* ‘° 1)0 wiU * « H 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 

... ,. Government of India to Mr. Morten. 

(Seei'ct.) J 

Slr ’ ,, •,, , . Poet U'il/iam, March H, 11)07. 

I . ,1 ; , 2 honour to forward for your consideration, a coin-of a letter addressed 

“j., 1IC ' 1 ' 1 ftesidout at Aden to the Government of Bombay) regarding the desire 
Ai.. . - of'y 1 ’| ,mm . W Ja ™'"'-!" l >-Mah 0, iied, who represents himself to he a leading 
Ameer of /ahran in the district of Al Tnynf in the lledjaz, to place himself and his 
countn under the protection of the liritish Government, or, in default of such pro. 
tcefio", to obtain our assistance in bringing his grievances to the notice of the Sultan 
through the British Ambassador at Constantinople. 

I he matter is that directly concerns the Government or India hut wo 

would suggest, subject to any views that limy lie held liv ilis Majestv's Government 
m he matter, 1,a, a ; the Sheikh is a, Aden the Political Residing should he cm! 
) owerc l to raply orally to him 1° the effect that, as friendly relations exist between 
ves the Uriiish r r m, ' l ‘ l a "' ‘ h o Sultan of Turkey, within whose territory the Sheikh 
Ints, till. British.Government tire unable either to take himself and his people under 
protection or to intervene on his behalf through the Ambassador at Constantinople. 
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The Political Resident might also bo told that if the Sheikh, on learning this 
decision, expresses a wish to ho allowed to reside permanently at Aden, his request 
should ho referred to the Government of India for orders with such recommendation 
as the Resident may desire to make. 

3. "NVe would requcsl that we may, if possible, bo favoured with a reply by 
telegram to this despatch. 

We have, &o, 

(Signed) M INTO. 

KITCHENER. 

n. EllLE RICHARDS. 

E. N. BAKER. 

C. n. SCOTT. 

H. ADAMSON. 

J. F. FINLAY. 

J. O. MILLER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 47. 

Major-General De Rrath to Government of Bombay. 

(Confidential.) Aden Residency, January 1 •*, 11)07. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of Government, that a certain 
Sheikh named Janmn-bin-Mahomcd, who represents himself to he a leading Ameer of 
Zahran, in the district of Al Tavaf, has recently visited Aden with a letter of 
introduction from the \hdali Sultan, whom he first visited upon his arrival from 
Hodeida. 

*2. In the course of an interview which I granted to him yesterday, tin; Ameer 
claimed the chiofship over a considerable district in tin* lledjaz, extending inland 
from the village of Zahran which is situated near Jeddah on the shore of the Red Sen. 
And it transpired that in the course of certain hostilities which took place between 
this tribe and a considerable Turkish force about two years ago, some success bail 
attended his arms, and a considerable treasure had been captured from the Turkish 
force sent against him. The Ameer declared that these hostilities were the reault of 
Turkish oppression and general misrule, and after relating various endeavours to 
secure reform and redress, in the course of which he had visited Constai tinople in 
the hope of thus placing his grievances before the Sultan of Turkey, ho expressed a 
desire to now place himself and his country under the general protection of the British 
Government. His country, he added, was now in disorder and lie had refused to listen 
to various advances made to him by Turkish authority for the restoration of order, and 
of the treasure which he had succeeded in capturing. 

3. Upon my explaining to him that friendly relations subsisted bet ween t he 
Government of Great Britain and the Sultan of Turkey which precluded the possibility 
of complying with such u request, he begged that the British Government would at 
least intervene on his behalf, and take the necessary measures to bring his grievances 
to the notice of the Sultan through the British Ambassador at Constantinople. It was 
against Turkish authority in the lledjaz and Yemen that he desired to complain. To 
the Sultan himself ho was loyal, hut ho could no longer tolerate the general corruption 
and oppression of the local officials. 

•t. Meanwhile, he threw himself and his family upon the hospitality of the British 
Government, and he asked that facilities might he alfordcd to him to now take up his 
residence at Aden. 

5. 1 replied to the Ameer that while it was not probable that Government would 
accede to his request l would inform them of it and him of the reply accorded. 
Meanwhile, 1 consented to treat him hospitably until lie could make his own 
arrangements for the accommodation of his family. 

0. 1 accordingly have the honour to request that I may ho informed of the reply 
which Government desire that I should give to this Chief. In appearance he is a man 
of some status and refinement, and the two young sons by whom he was accompanied 
were hoys of exceptioually well-bred and handsome appearance. 

















[11956] 


No. 48. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 15.) 


(No. 206.) 

Sir, , Constantinople, April 5, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 106 
of the 26th ultimo, calling for a report on the condition of the Mousli and Hitlis 
districts. 

The Vice-Consul at Bitlis is at this moment temporarily in charge of a Dragoman, 
hut I hope shortly to be able to send a member of the Consular Service there, and, in 
liar meantime, I have instructed llis Majesty's Consul at Erzeroum to furnish me with 
a report on the condition of afTairs, with special reference to the statements made by 
the Armenian Federation Committee. 

With regard to the forcible conversion of Armenian girls to the Moslem faith, 
the Federation Armenienno may ho referring to a ease which recently occurred at 
Fekaritch, in the Terdjan district, when two girls were abducted and married to 
Mussulman husbands. 

The eicumstances were carefully inquired into by a Commission sent by the Vali 
of Erzeroum, and consisting of Mahmoud Bey, the Head of the Census Department, 
and Dor Norses, the Gregorian Bishop.. 

The conduct of the Commission appeal’s to have given satisfaction to tiio 
Armenian inhabitants, and, although the girls were not returned at the time, the 
villagers apparently did not wish to press this point, particularly, perhaps, as one of 
the girls was, according to Der Nerses himself, content to remain with her husband, 
and there was hope of the other being recovered later on. 

With regard to tin'general question of the persecution of Armenians, 1 have tho 
honour to transmit copies of two despatches which I have just received through His 
Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum from the Dragoman in charge at Hitlis, hut it must he 
home in mind that this officer is himself an Armenian. 

The second of his despatches rotors to a ease in which several Kurdish families 
took up tneir abode last summer in a small Armenian village, and endeavoured to 
squeeze out the Armenian families, hut, owing to the representations of the Acting 
British Vice-Consul, were ejected. 

1 propose to instruct the officer, who is 6ont, this spring to take charge of tho 
Vice-Consulate, to pay early attention to this matter. 

I may add that tho Mutessarif of Mousli, Khoussef Bey, was rcconlly dismissed 
in consequence of tho discovery of defalcations in connection with the Budget of 
the Sanjak. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 48. 

Mr. A. Yafrastiaa to Consul Shipley. 

Sir, ^ Bitlis, February 10, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that oppressions are going on in the Kazas of 
Aklilat and Bonlanik in this hard season. 

In consequence of a small encounter between two Kurdish Aglias, in l’erkhus, in 
Aklilat, Soyare gendarmes wore sent out to keep order in the Kata. Their subsistence 
is provided by Armenians, every village being called upon to contribute 500 piastres; 
and the Sewards squeezed out by horrible tortures the money required. At the same time 
twenty sheep were stolen from Gcdzvng and some oxen from Garmoundj by Kurds; 
tho gendarmes had been informed of these robberies, hut none of them had moved to 
pursue the robbers. 

The nephew of the Kai'makam of Aklilat is collecting the cattle-tax, once 
collected already, while the Government tax-gatherers have boon selling the cows and 
grains of villagers. In view of their extreme poverty and wretchedness, whole villages 
of Bonlanik intend to emigrate to Russia, as there a.'o rumours that both iiussiau 
and Turkish Governments have consented to the emigration of Armenians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARSHAG Y. YAPRASTIAN, 

Dray Oman. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 48. 

Mr. A. Yafrastiaa to Consul Shipley. 

„. _ Hitlis, February Hi, 1907. 

lr ’ WITH reference to Mr. Geary’s despatch of the 21th July, B'Otl, !. ' t J® 
honour to report that the ejected Kurdish families have come hack again to settle 

themself m Hurmuz. ^ intruding Kurds were removed in 
strong representations made by Mr. Geary, and the Val, confirmed thc aet, hi t ail 
those families in question were allowed to come hack gradually to Hormuz, ol.oro 
they are settled now, apparently m a final way. 

1 have, «c. , . „„„ , „ 

(Signed) ARSHAG Y. YAFKAS1 IAN, 
v ° 7 Dragoman. 


[11790] No ' 1U ' 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

. Foreign Office, April 10, 1007. 

M I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge receipt of your loiter <■ 
the 12th instant, relative to tho‘desire of Sheikh Jaman-bin Malionijrtl to ■ place 
and his country under British protection, or to ft ’ 

Ambassador at Constantinople in bringing his case to the notnc of tin -Sultan- 

In rtMilv 1 >1111 to stato that Sir E. Grey entirely concurs m tuo repij wuh 
M r. Morloy proses to return to tho Sheikh, as set forth in the third section of yo 

letter. j am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. GOKSf. 


[ 12562 ] No - 50 ' 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{licenced April 19.) 

THE Undersecretary of State for India presents his compliments to the bnder- 

!a <*• - ™*'* **** 

on their house in Bahrein. 

India Office , April 18, 1007. 


Xnciosuro 1 in No. 50. 

Government of India to Major Cox. 

Fort William, March 11, 1007. 

S ' r ’ I \ M directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 10th IVhruarv. 
1907, reporting that Messrs. Wonckhuu. and Co. ftavo moved again ... the.tier of a 

Ung-stulT. ^ you should be authorised lo advise the Sheikh of Bahrein, as 

liberty to hoist signals on the yards of his fla 0 -stafT. 










GO 


aJI f r ni f ^ 

and not accej)ted by, the Sheikh of Balimn tl„> p y las ? been tc "dered to, 
advantage in repeating it, and would Sr to W ° f India sco P™cn 

far as is possible, by the Sheikh at his^tl? ? '' 6 m T attcr , to bo dealt Ah, «° 
Messrs. Wonckhaus taking action as indicated n ti*' 0 "' ihi- th ° evont > ho "’ever, of 
Prideaux' letter to your address, the ease should'&^SS^^ ^ 

1 have, &c. 

. (Signed) K. E. HOLLAND, 
Assistant Secretary to the Government of India. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 50. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

WITH reference to the coimumiulAm„ Bushire, February 10, 1907. 

1st September, 1908,1 have the honour to^submit"for t^"® r"'' th !" y le(ter datod the 
a copy of a communication received from the Politic '’ ! Mf,,rma ‘'°" of Government, 

sszr ... 

no objection; 1 would suggest that they .1 f ■* “ of India see 

most convenient means »f meeting these r , , u , utl ' orizo ,no . to advise him, as tho 
togs or erect signalling flag-X to intimaTe l n ' iff 1 to % Companv 


Inclosure 3 in No. 50. 

Captain Prideaux to Major Cox. 

nu- to communicate this wish to the Chief 'of Jtfi ,» yS ' S " a , 1 dasa '. * ,lo y requested 
sanction to the scheme. ' ‘ ' ,l m and to obtain the latter's 

forwarded a copy of’'t'lie flrS letter'to^t'ho^ri" i""* I' 0 * 1)0011 P rcvinusl .'' raised, I 

tlmt some facilities might he mvon to tile 11™ fn.”"^ “.P®* 81 * 1 a ho P e *'> my letter 
Company's age,its were"not allied ,0 erect 0 eir owuT ° A?, f ^' Wt 
suggested in a vcrlwil message w ln>l. ; J° P ? dag-staff. At the same time, I 
might perhaps he possible for tC L ( | ,t ° rp, ! ( tCI ' Conv ‘ : l' < : d to " le Chief, that it 
use, for signalling purposes of the Shell " °° ,f ai " ™ nd,Uons , lo be tOlowed the 
outside their house at some',10 yards distance away ’ ' *‘ #nds «$#*** 

ofliemi reply ho wrote'that Wie* llnn^shouhl^d 10 H 8U So ( ‘ 8tion . but in his 

flag-staff " ‘and made no l,s!o„ ‘ hCtt 8, S nallln S " «’“>>“>“ - erected 

10 hlm sub i cot - upon which be 

the ltulers of the world ” d b dcro S ato O’ to his. position “ in the oyes of 

mi sratsara’E-sr “v <- .» •> 

*..— 


G1 


but in consequence of the distance at which their office is situated from this Agency, 
I suspect that they will prefer to raise a small mast temporarily whenever they 
require to exchange signals with their vessels, in the hope that the Chief will acquiesce 
in this procedure. 


[12809] No. fcl. 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

(No. 225.) 

Sir, Constantinople , April 10, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies or two despatches from Elis 
Majesty’s Consul at Erzeromn respecting the discontent, prevailing among tho Armenian 
inhabitants of the vilayet, owing to the burden which they allege is initiated on them 
by the tax for exemption from military service. 

After reading Mr. Shipley’s second despatch T cannot think that their grievance 
on this score is a very serious one, as the tax, although higher than it formerly was, 
only amounts to 50 piastres (or about 8 s. Id.) a-ycar, and, as the Vali pointed out 
in conversation with Mr. Shipley, this cannot he considered unduly heavy when 
compared with tho long duration of the period of military service imposed on 
Mussulmans. 

The question is not, therefore, in my opinion, one in which intervention on the 
part of 1 [is Majesty’s Embassy is necessary. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure l in No. 51. 

Consul Shipley to Sir iV. O'Conor. 

(So. 9. Confidential.) 

Sir, Erzeroum, March 2, 1907. 

I H AVE the honour to report to your Excellency that during the pst week a 
deputation representing the Armenian Gregorian inhabitants situated in the Erzeroum 
plain, of which tho chief were Tifamlj, Arsluini, and Dinakom, numbering in all about 
2,200 souls, presented a Petition tu the Russian Consulate-General in this town 
expressing their wish to become Russian subjects, alleging is a reason the general 
wretchedness of their condition, the uncontrolled licence of the gendarmes mid other 
tax-collecting agents of the Government, and the exactions and oppressions of all 
kinds practised upon them, against which all their complaints had proved ineffectual. 

As was to he expected, the immediate result of this step on tho part of the 
villagers was the arrest by the Government of two or three of the members of the 
deputation above referred to—an incident, which led to some little friction between 
the Governor-General, Nouri Boy, and my Russian colleague, M. do Scriahine. The 
latter, in the course of a conversation which lie had with me on the above subject, 
stated that lie felt that he had some reason to complain of the attitude taken up by 
the Vali in this matter, as, on being informed of the Petition which had been 
presented, he had immediately sought an interview with his Excellency and had 
furnished the latter with the fullest explanations, adding that lie had himself given 
no interview to the members of the deputation, and had caused it to he made known 
to them that it was out of the question that such application could he entertained by 
him. I should add that, on further representations lieing made by M. do Seriuhiue to 
Nouri Rev, the prisoners in question have since been released, with tiio explanation 
that their arrest was not owing to the fact that they liu I had recourse to a Consulate, 
but to the necessity of ascertaining whether the demand of the villagers was duo to 
any real grievance on their part or was the work of certain instigators. 

As far as anything definite has as yet transpired respecting the above movement, 
the determination of the villagers to seek Russian protection would, as on a former 
somewhat similar occasion reported to your Excellency hv Mr. Lamb in his despatch 
No. 2 of the 24th February, 1900 (when the demand, however, then was for reception 
into the Orthodox Church), appear to lie due chiclly to a hope on their jmrt of thereby 
escaping the burden of taxation from which they are suffering, more especially as the 
[1709] It 
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Government, through an alleged misapprehension of its instructions on the part of its 
agents, was credited by the villagers with the intention of exacting at once and in full 
the amount—in many cases very considerable—of the arrears of the taxes for exemp¬ 
tion from military service. On the other hand, while, in view of the statements 
contained in the concluding part of my own Report to your Excellency (No. 5 of the 
16th February last), it will, I think, be denied by no one that the Christians have very 
legitimate grounds of complaint against the licence which certain .Mussulmans—and 
especially the gendarmes and other tax-collecting agents of the Government—were 
beginning to allow themselves with regard to the womenfolk of the former, the fact 
lias nevertheless to be pointed out that from the particular villages in question no 
specific case of outrage bad been brought to the notice of any of the foreign 
Consulates in Erzeroum, while the information which bad recently been received by 
me bad rather tended to show that, in consequence of the measures taken by the 
Government—particularly with regard to the Pokaritch case—a better feeling between 
the two nationalities was beginning to prevail. Under these circumstances, and 
bearing in mind the remarks made by Mr. Lainh in bis despatch to your Excellency 
No. 5 of the 7th March of the above-mentioned year with reference to the action 
attributed to Colonel Prjcvalsky, the then Military Attache to the Russian Consulate- 
General in this town, with regard to the demand above referred to of reception of 
certain Armenian villages into the Orthodox Church, the Turkish authorities can 
hardly be blamed if, as I have good grounds for believing was the case, doubts wore 
entertained by them as to whether the idea of obtaining foreign protection originated 
with the villagers themselves or was suggested to them from outside. 

I Should mention that the deputation did not present itself at this Consulate, my 
dragoman reporting to me that on being approached by them on the matter lie had 
informed them that, while they were, of course, free to act as they thought fit, be 
bad no doubt that an application of the kind referred to would not lie entertained by 
me A somewhat similar course was, 1 undors and, taken bv mv French colleague. 
M. dc Peraldi. * 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. S. SHIPLEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 51. 

Consul Shipley to tSir N. (X Conor. 

(No. 15. Confidential.) 

fr'ifj Erzeroum, March 30, 1907. 

W ITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 2nd instant, on the subject of the 
Petition presented by certain Armenian villages in the Erzeroum plain to the Russian 
Consulate-General in this town with the view of acquiring Russian nationality, I have 
the honour to report to your Excellency that two Armenian villagers from another 
part of the vilayet, viz., the Pasen district, recently presented themselves at this 
Consulate and inquired whether it was possible for them to become British subjects. 
I at once, of course, made it clear to them that this was out of the question, hut 
as they appeared to he peasants of a very respectable type L invited them to state 
to me the reasons of their desire to change their nationality, and, after some little 
questioning, 1 elicited from them the fact that in their ease it was the tax for 
exemption Irom military service which formed their chief ground of complaint. 
1 lie elder of the two, who acted as spokesman, asserted that, whereas, some twenty 
years ago he had only paid 25 piastres, 53 piastres was now being demanded of him. 
Moreover, while formerly the tax in question was not payable until the age of IS, the 
full amount was now exacted on all male children alike notwithstanding the assurances 
which, he maintained, had been given to them by the olllcials charged with the 
duty of taking the census last year. The interview closed by their stating in reply 
to a further question of mine that, as far as their own village was concerned, they 
did not complain of any special ill-treatment, it was the increasing burden of taxation 
from which they sought relief. 

As the Governor-General, Nouri Buy, had ou several occasions intimated to me 
Ills readiness to listen to any representations 1 might have to make touching the 
general interests of the province, I ventured to bring to his notice the statements of 
the two villagers above referred to as far as they related to the question ol taxation. 
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addins that I did so with the more confidence as the villagers themselves had put 
their case in a most temperaio manner, anil had made no exaggerated complaint* 
against the administration. His Excellency, who listened very attentively to such 
observations as I ha/1 to make, was good enough in reply to enter, at some length, 
into the whole question of the incidence and method of perception of the tax 
complained of. The amount payable, he said, was formerly a trifle over 3S piastres 
per annum, and not 25 piastres as stated by the villagers. Some four years ago in 
consequence, he believed, of a report of a Commission appointed to inquire into the 
subject the amount was raised to 50 piastres; this augmentation, it he reco fleeted 
rWitly, being duo to the opinion of the Commissioners that tax as it stood wz., 

38 piastres, was not ill proportion to tlio long duration of the period of military 
service imposed upon the Mussulmans, and the burdens thereby cnlai ed on the 
lutter. Further, with certain exemptions such as those of persons belonging to 
the professional classes, of persons of extreme age. and of such ns were physically 
unable to work, the tax, whatever its amount, had always been payable by all tim es 
alike, it was on the number of these hitler that the assessment of any particular 
village was made, the quota to he contributed by each family being left to the 
villagers themselves. The tax and defective method, however, in which the assess¬ 
ment had been carried out in the past, had, his Excellency stated, led to serious liss 

on the part of the Government while perpetual dissensions arose among I lie imagers 

themselves owing to the efforts, principally on the part of too richer ante|g thqm; 
to evade the payment of their due share. As an instance y.f the loss t u ni by 
the Government, his Excellency mentioned that, apart entirely from tho question f 
arrears, the census taken last, year had revealed the tact tha »i certain yflnges 
there w ere numbers of Christians who had not been placed on the lists at a 1 thus 
reducing, to the detriment, iff course, of the Exchequer, lie amount at winch simh 
villages ouirlil properly to have keen assessed. As regards the incidence of the t. 
his excellency said that he was doing what he could to aid tin: villager* to am ' 
at a more equitable system by inducing them through heir clergy and elders to 
elect respectable persons on the Assessment Committee, and lie was not without hopes 
that his efforts in this direction might lead to a bettor state iff things, one cause o 
grievance to which I have already alluded in my despatch above referred to ' y 
tint navment of arrears waste lie oxaeled a', once and in lull, he had, lie tiustiid, 
done away with to a great extent by causing tho taxation officials, to whoso incapacity 
to understand his plain Instructions the original misunderstanding was due, to inform 
So “ lagers that his was not the ease, and that part oi.lv ot the arrears would be 
cillled in at intervals of four years. 11 is Excellency finally remajked with regard 
to the question of those villages where many names, as abovei s nted. M 
placed on the assessment lists at all that, in view of the insuperable d.thculties winch 
would attend anv attempt on tho part of tho Government to recoup themselves for 
the loss thus sustained, it would in his opinion lie the more statesmanlike proee n 
t,, write it off altogether as a had debt and this was the course which he had stringly 
vuuonimended to tho Forte. , .. e .* 

I have reproduced to tho best of my ability the above observations of tl 

Governor-General as there can he no doubt that, as reported in my despatch No 

above referred to, it is this question of taxation which was one or the oilier contri¬ 
butory causes of the demand of the villaycrs to change their ... lor the 

ex ,1 a lation given to me bv his Excellency, though it testifies to the ..ere desre of the 

latter to consider us far as possible the interests of the former leaves Mushed the act 
Unit the tax in question has in recent years been a.nmicnte.& 
there is no evidence to show that the paying power of the tin istians liiixim ri.w.l m ki 
report! m. As far, indeed, as the Mussulmans are concerned it has heel. t\ e,r mam 
Sment during thb past year that, where as fresh taxation was constantly lie g 
imposed, the prosperity of the vilayet, and consequently t her own >e^teaddy 

diminish!jiff. It is further to bu noted that the inhabitants of m\ im » yll [ - 
collectively responsible for the amount at which they may ‘c '| l0W ,, V cr 

who remain have to make good tho deficiencies ot ubwnlu' ,u,,> " 1 

lcritininto the Christians may consider their grievance m this respect to c, 11 
expedleuV adopted by them, whether suggested from the out side or mff. of eaflmg 
attention to it was, 1 cannot help thinking, a most questionable mu. As joui 
Excellency will have been made aware by my recent reports affairs genera ly 
tile vilavet were at the time in a critical condition, and the demand nude b) tin 
runner to transfer in a body their allegiance from the Sultan <» “ foreign 
regarded as it was in some quarters as a possible attempt to resuscitate in an active 









64 


q TtT‘ ““Sht easUy have .lod to serious consequences. That 
1 (lid not do so is, t believe, to be attributed to the prudence and eoncilintorv 
disposition shown by the Govoruor-Gencral, and to the steadfastness of purpose 7f 
the Mussulmans tbomsolves whose interest it was to stand well with the Christians as 

° f " SidC iSSU0 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) U. S. SUIPLEY. 


[12819] No. 52. 

(No 235 ) ^ N ' O Con0r 10 Sir E,l "' ar,i Urey.—(Received April 22.) 

I HAVE the honour to report that a project has Imen'm'/fooUo^^e'veirapast 
V,t t Z 0Sa,Ont : ,a J' rC " Cl,S}mM “^ " f “ li " e " f rnilw «}' from I’andcrma, on the 
3(H) IdL,’ S01 ""’ |mssl " s '*y Bali-Kcsair, the total length being about 

A short time ago a well-known British merchant here, Mr. Henry linker was 
summoned to the Palace and told that if he would form an International Sy. lien he 
|“ n ,r° , d be 1 «‘: cn , to Mr - r thereupon asked me for a letter of intro! 
diictimi to the French Ambassador, alleging that lie thought he would hove more chance 
of sjcccsmI lie joined forces with the Frenchman, M. Bellel, who had, with the summit 
" 10 Embn-Wj. been for several years looking after the Concession, and who is slated 

to blue some influential support m Paris, his principal hacker being M, Tavernier The 

arc,mat ns w'ci 17 7 "' lthout an .{ ,illom . etric guarantee, and I believe on this 
at count, ns well ns lor other reasons, the project is viewed with disfavour bv the 
Anatolian and Sinynia-Cnssabu Railway Companies. 

SI. Const,ins was good enough to receive Mr. Baker and to give him to understand 
that personally he had no objection to the railway being intrusted to an Anglo-French 
group, promising at the same tunc to speak to the .Sultan on the subject Mr Huker 
•ubsequcntly heard that the Sultan's answer was not altogether satisfactory, and that 
. Ambassador regarded it us expressing His Majesty’s desire not to pledge'himself to 
-M. Constant at the present moment, 1 “ • 10 

Ihc railway traverses a rich and populous country, but I hope to procure shortly 
or .Mr. laker information which will afford any British group the means of judgin- of 
tin capabilities ol the project Indore undertaking further study and examination " 

oi,vi„ ,!*, ™i a " l!S T I ? ritlsl ‘ inlcr , c . s, , s , f a Concession of this kind are 

l ,’i ,,ircrin e «. new held for railway construction in Turkey, hut as 

iidno'dly influencing our position as regards the Bagdad Railway, whilst at the same 
tune i!(lording adyiimnges to British industry for placing in this country a large stock of 
lailway material It being, of course, understood that our participation with the French 
would secure to England half the orders. me iyrcuc" 

l! ' !kL ' r f ut ' cc * d_ citl,or " lo " c or *" eoi'jtinetion with the French—in 
gcttih-Bie Concession, lie will endeavour to raise the capital in London, and in this 
CUM II is probable that application limy he made to the Foreign Office for information 

1 1 , , lho . 1 ur . c '8“ Office will enenurnge British, financiera connected with railways at 

nil oents to inquire into the merits ol' thin business. ^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) X. R. O’CONOR. 


[ 13380 ] No. 53. 

(N'o 238 ) S '' iV ' 0 Conor 10 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 

° lr ’ rxr „„ ,. , Constantinople, April 22, 1907. 

. co " luiiation of previous correspondence respecting negotiations for a con¬ 
cession to Bntish capitalists of the (dl-lields of Mesopotamia. I have the honour To 
uqioit tlio following fact-which I have learned by telegram from the Acting British 
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Consul-General at Bagdad, and of which I think it would bo well that Mr. D’Arcy or 
his agent, Mr. Nichols, should bo informed. 

A German named Dr. Hugo Grothe, who is, he says, a geographer and cthno- 
graphiat, has recently arrived at Bagdad from Mosul, but the British Consular Agent 
at the latter place reports that he is a member of the German Hoard of Trade, and that 
he has written to a German firm to send out an engineer with oil pumps. Dr. Grothe 
proposes to leave the Tigris at a point above Amarah and visit Dizful, Koromabad, 
and Burujird. 

I communicated the substance of this message to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Berlin yesterday, with a view to obtaining any information about Dr. Grothe of which 
Sir F. Lascelles may be in possession. 

Mr. Nichols, after some weeks’ fruitless negotiations with the Civil List during 
which, at times, ho thought that lie was within roach of an acceptable understanding, 
considered that, in view of the diiliculty of bringing the negotiations to a successful 
issue, he required more extensive powers from his Syndicate. He therefore left for 
Loudon on the 16th instant in order to confer with Mr. D’Arcy. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’COXOlt. 


[13705] No. 54. 

Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 29.) 

(No. 214.) 

Sir, Constantinople , April 24, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Beirut, reporting on the state of affairs in that city. 

On receipt of this despatch I instructed Mr. Larhb to represent to the Grand Vizier 
that, while our Consular Reports testified to the energy lately displayed by the Vali, 
Khalil Pasha, during the recent disturbances, there was still a good deal of uneasiness 
among foreigners, and that it was most desirable that his Highness should strongly 
support the Vali and appoint an energetic Superintendent of Police. 

His Highness replied that he was fully acquainted with the condition of affairs at 
Beirut, and admitted that lie had not always supported the views and representations 
of Khalil Pasha, since it was impossible not to bold bis Excellency in large measure 
responsible for the disturbances and uneasiness which had occurred, owing to his 
mismanagement of affairs and discreditable dissensions with Mo/.affer Pasha. These 
dissensions had given rise to acute party feeling and agitation against both Governors. 

Nevertheless, the Grand Vizier continued, the Porte recognized the necessity of 
strengthening both the gendarmerie and the police, and a .small Commission had just 
been formed under the Presidency of Arif Hikmet Pasha, the Sultan's sun-in-law, for 
the purpose of studying the question. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 54. 

Consul-General Sir A*. Drummond ’Huy to Sir N. O'f unor. 

(No. 25.) 

Sir, Beirut, April 1, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 19 of the 21st March, I have the honour to 
report that with the exception of the assassination lately of a Christian by a Moslem in 
the market-place of this town, the two communities are in general peacefully disposed, 
and there are no fears of a conflict between them, as has been reported in the Egyptian 
newspapers. The Vali has taken every possible measure to restore order, but he 
cannot cope with the present state of things unless the Government complies with his 
repeated demands for the reinforcement of his gendarmerie and police. I understand 
that his Excellency has applied also in vain to Constantinople for the appointment of 
an energetic Superintendent of Police, and for authority to publicly execute some of 
the assassins belonging to both creeds, as already mentioned in my previous reports. 
The Grand Vizier paid no heed to Khalil Pasha's demands, and merely telegraphed for 
[1709] ’ S 
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explanations as to the alleged preponderance of the French longuage in his administra¬ 
tive departments, and directing him to allow the use only of Turkish and Arabic. The 
Vali replied that no other languages but the two latter were employed, and the officials 
: equainted with French were in a very small minority. After the receipt of this 
message, his Excellency decided to appeal direct to the Sultan, to whom ho sent a 
cyphered telegram on the 25th ultimo tendering his resignation, as the Grand Vizier 
had turned a deaf ear to all his demands for the maintenance of order during a critical 
state of the town, and was seeking instead to cause him unnecessary annoyance. On 
the 28th ultimo Khalil Pasha received a favourable answer from His Majesty, who 
ordered him to specify the demands which had not been granted by the Grand Vizier. 
My French colleague, M. Campana, is also in possession of this information, and has, 
I believe, written in the same sense to his Embassy, lie is equally anxious, with 
myself, that Khalil Pasha should receive every possible support from his Government 
for the introduction of the necessary measures to insure the tranquility of this town. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) K. HAY DRUMMQN D-l IA Y. 


[13843J No. 55. 

M. Cambon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Apt il 29.) 

L’AMRASSADEl’E ..do France a Thonneur d'ndrcsser ci-joini 5 sou Excellence lo 
Principal Secretaire d’Etat des Affaires Ktrangeres un Memorandum relatif a la 
question des boutres Maseatais. 

M. Gambon saisit cette occasion de renouveler i\ Sir Edward Grey les assurances 
de sa haute consideration. 

Ambassaile tie France, Loud rex, 
le 2ti Avril, 1907. 


Inclosuro in No. 55. 

Memorandum. 

PAR une note du 13 Mars dernier, le Principal Secretaire d’Etat des Affaires 
Ktrangeres a bien voulu dcumndor des explications sur lo sens d’un passage du 
Memorandum remis par M. Cambon lo 5 Novembro dernier au suiet de rapplieation do 
la sentence arbitralc du 22 Aoiit, 1905, concoriumt les boutres Maseatais. Ce passage 
etait ainsi conju :— 

“ Au surplus, lo Gouvernemcnt de la Rdpublique maiutient son droit, consacro, ot 
reconuu par le Train* de 18-14, d’nccorder notro pavilion aux Maseatais au service ile 
Franvais resulaut dans l’Oman, droit dont l’exorcicc ponrrait, dans cert nine 8 
eventualites, muter lo nombre des boutros naviguant sous pavilion Franyais, au-dessus 
du chiffro do la listo de M. Laronce.” 

L’Ambassadeur do Franco a l’honnour de faire savoir a son Excellence Sir Edward 
Grey quo, dans sa penseo, le sens de cettc phrase cat le suivant: Le Gouvernement 
Franvais enteud qu’un Franyais residant h Mascnte et propriotairo do lwutres aura le 
droit do les faire naviguor sous pavilion Franeais, momo s’ils no sont monies quo pat 
des indigenes 5 son service ; mais il no pretend pas accordor a Tavernr des indigenes 
Maseatais, fussont-ils au service d’un Franyaia, l’autorisation d’arborer lo pavilion 
Frauyais sur lies boutros qui soraient lour propridtd persoimelle. 

M. Cambon rc plait 5 esperer quo cotto explication dcartom touto difficulty et quo 
Taccord pourra s’dtablir outre les deux Gouverucwouts sur les bases indiquees dans 
son Memorandum du 5 Novembro. 

Ambassade ae France, Londrcs , 
le 20 Avril, 1907. 


[14630] 
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No. 55°. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May G.) 

(No. 257.) 

Sir, Constantinople , April 30,‘1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 198 of the 1st instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copies of two despatches from His Majesty’s Consul at Damascus 
respecting affairs in the Ncjd. 

In the first of these despatches Mr. Devey gives a new version of the circumstances 
in which Mut’ib-cr-Rashid was murdered, and relates a ghastly tide of treachery. 

In the second despatch he gives au account of the relations between Ibn Sooud and 
the new Emir of Hail. It appears that lbn Sooud replied to Sultan Ibn Rashid’s offer of 
friendship by an intolerable list of conditions, and that ns a result Sultan Ibn Rashid has 
raised n very considerable force with which to attack Ibn Sooud. No fighting has yet 
taken place, but Mr. Dcvcy anticipates that it will end in favour of lbn Sooud. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 55°. 

Consul Devey to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 16.) 

8ir, Damascus, April 8, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 22nd February last, respecting the 
murder of Mut’ib-er-Rashid,and the succession of his cousin, Sultan Ihn-Hamoud-cr-Rnshid, 

I have the honour to report to your Excellency that the version given there ns to the 
murder of Mut’ib by Telal-er-Rashid, having Sultan as its author, appears now, in the face 
of a new report that reached me ou a very good authority, to be erroneous and a falsehood 
created by the actual murderer. 

The plot against the life of Mut’ib and his brothers was organized by Sultan in the 
following way:— 

First of nil, Sultan persuaded Mut’ib to send his mother (sister of Sultan) to Mecca 
for the lloj, and to escort her with a large number of his most faithful servants and 
attendants, including Ikab, the bravest and most daring of the body-guards of Mut’ib, 
and Abdur-Rahman, the wisest and most devoted of his advisers. Securing the success 
of this first step In which Mut’ib was deprived of his best men, Sultan proposed to him 
an ibex shooting party far away from Hail, to which proposition Mut’ib innocently 
agreed. The members of the party were Mut’ib, his two brothers, Maslmal and 
Mahomnied, and his cousin Telal on one side, and Sultan, his two brothers, Sooud 

and Fcissal, and his cousin Dhari on the other, with a big number of servants and 

attendants. After they lunched at a certain fountain in the open country Sultan 

suggested that the eight of them would go ahead and leave their followers at lunch. 

Mut’ib accepted the suggestion, and the above-mentioned eight Chiefs rode together 
side by side. When they were at a distance far enough from the camp, Sultan and his 
brothers and cousin, in execution of their plot, rode alongside of the others, and at a 
signal from Sultan shot them dead. Sultan killed Mut’ib, Sooud killed Maslmal, 
Fcissal killed Mahommcd, and Dhari killed Telal. They rode hack to the camp and 
told that Telal killed Mut’ib and his brothers, and that they, the murderers, avenged 
for their death anil killed Telal. Consequently Sultan was proclaimed Emir of 
Shammer at the camp and marched hack to Hail triumphantly. He broke the news 
to the whole tribe and to the neighbouring Chiefs, and finally to the Turkish 
authorities at Medina, Damascus, and Constantinople, in the same form ns stated in 
despatch under relerence. 

llamoud-cr-Rashid, the father of Sultan, was greatly displeased by the cruelty of 
his son towards his grandsons, and in mark of his disapproval of those atrocities he left 
Hail and started to Medina, where he arrived yesterday to spend the remaining days ot 
his life there. He telegraphed his arrival at Medina to one of his friends hero. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 56*. 

Consul Devey to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 18.) 

Sir, Damascus , April 15, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 16 of the 8th instant, I have the honour to 
submit to your Excellency the following report on the actual relations between Sultan 
Ibn Rashid and Abdul Aziz-ibn-Sooud, of the Ncjd, with the events that took place 
since the succession of the former to the Principality of Jebel Shammer at Hail:— 

When Sullen became the master of Hail, he wrote to lbn Sooud, who was then at 
Burcideh of Knssim, telling him of the events which led to his succession, and asking 
him to recognize that change, proposing at the same time friendly relations between 
Hail and Riadh. lbn Sooud replied that he would be glad to maintain the good 
relations, and accept the friendliness ottered, on the following conditions:— 

1. The members of Abul Kheil family, of Bureideh, rival of Ibn Sooud, now 
refugees at Hail, should be expelled from that town. 

2. 'I he 30 swords and 300 Martini rifles taken from Ibn Sooud’smen by Mohammed 
Ibn Rashid twenty years ago should be returned. 

3. The two cannon at Hail given by the Turkish Government must be handed over 
to Ibn Sooud. 

!. The Muteir tribe, which frequently annoys Ibn Sooud by its raids against his 
partisans, should be fought by Ibn Rashid. 

5. Ibn Rashid should not communicate or conclude Treaties with any people 
beyond Jebel Shammer except through lbn Sooud. 

0. Ibn Rashid would not be allowed to march with a standard of his own unless 
authorized by lbn Sooud to do so. 

7. The expenses of the recent mobilizations at Kassim, amounting to x T. 5,000, 
incurred by Ibn Sooud for an expedition against Mut‘ib, the late Prince, should be paid 
by Ibn Rashid. 

Certainly Ibn Rashid refused to agree to these hard terms, and marched out from 
Hail with 1,000 cavalry and about 15,000 camel riders to meet Ibn Sooud, who was at 
the head of a considerable force coming from Kassim to Hail in support of ids demands. 
Seeing that his forces were inferior to those of his rival. Ihu Sooud, who never 
anticipated that Sultan Ihu Rashid, the murderer of his cousins, the usurper of their 
posts, and the newly-proclaimed Prince, would be able to have such a large force under 
him, at once retired and recrossed the path back to Kassim, where he is now calling his 
various allies for his help. 

Sultan lbn Rashid is at the present moment camping at a place called Kchefa, 
one day’s journey from the frontier of Knssim, and, as soon as the mobilizations of 
Ibn Soouil are complete, probably an action will take place between the two rival 
Princes, the issue of which will be, with piobability, in favour of the latter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


[14635] No. 5G. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 6.) 

(No. 202.) J * * ' 

Sir, ^ Constantinople , May ], 1907. 

^ I HAVE the honour to report that, according to a despatch from 11 is Majesty’s 
Consul at Damascus, the rails of the llejuz line are now* laid as far as the 755th 
kilometre from Damascus to a point a little beyond Akhdar, stud the earthworks are 
nearly complete for 100 kilom. more. 

I he Government are also beginning work at the Medina end, 1,320 kilom. from 
Damascus, and while the Haj was there in March the ceremonies of inauguration wore 
held. I wo battalions of troops have, Mr. Dover says, already begun the earthworks 
there, and the lino from Akhdar via Mednini-Sulch to Medina lias been studied. 

Mr. Loiso, the British \ ico-Cousul .it Morsina, hears that the soldiers working near 
Medina have been attacked by Bedouins and obliged to withdraw, leaving the lino to 
be destroyed, and that tho authorities are trying to buy the Bedouins oil. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. \l O’CONOR. 


[13843] No. 57. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office, May S, 1907. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 12th March last relative to 
the Muscat Arbitration Award, l am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey t>» transmit to 
you, to be laid before Mr. Secretary Morley, a copy of a Memorandum which lias been 
received from the French Ambassador,* in reply to Sir E. Grey’s euinmuuioiation ol 
the Kith March last, of which a copy was sent to your Department in the letter from 
this Office of the Kith February last. 

It will be seen that, in M. Cambon’s opinion, tho meaning of the sentence in 
question is that the French Government hold that a French citizen residing at Muscat 
and owning dhows will have the right to sail them under tho French Hag, even if they 
are manned solely by natives in his employ; but they do not claim to he able to 
authorize in the future native Omanis, oven if in the service of a Frenchman, to fly 
the French flag on dhows which they may own as private property. 

It appears to Sir E. Grey that, if it is made clear that this interpretation L 
formally adopted by the French Government, it may bo accepted as satisfactory, but 
ho would be glad to receive any observations which Mr. Morley may have to utter on 
the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) L. MALLET. 


[15541] No. 58. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 13.) 

(No. 270.) 

kir, ^ Constantinople , May 7, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that 1 have received a telegram from Ilis Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul at Van, according to which a band of Armenian revolutionaries had been 
pursued into that vilayet from Bitlis, and lmd taken refuge in the monastery of 
Akhtomar. The Vali of Van, on hearing of this, sent a battalion of infantry and two 
cannon to the spot, and they surrounded the Armenians, who opened lire on the troops. 

Captain Dickson, on hearing the news, proceeded to the 'pot, and, in a second 
telegram which 1 have just received, informs mo that the Armenians had escaped, but 
that the monastery was bombarded and pillaged by the troops and two harmless people 


• .See No. 5?i. 
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killed The Vali declares that the monastery was pillaged by the Armenians but 
mcovered P representations he has promised to have the stolen property 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’COXOR. 


C15545] No. 59 . 

(No. 274.) S ' r N ‘ ° C °™ r S ‘ r Edward ®r«y.— [Received May 13.) 

w„h a copy of the reply which I have caused to be addresseTto Mr LnX'th 6 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 50. 

Consul Lontjuiorth to Sir N. O'Conor. 

!ll'y," V l^, fe r..»o4Mt n V .imienl iW .ollfEg,; 5 J. 
Errors uill. I turlhwin.’.l, 

mat,.™ s have been, and embodied, as they arc being, under ptS ofHer work 

obtained w*hh cm^amd UnuWcMhey^canuot^I^fearl 0 !)™^^^ than'^n 

approach to accuracy. They sulliciently offer, howewLT St “fo? Mtl 
" 'Z ur eS Th^ 1 iti0n .° f , ,h JB piwinec.. which is now ^njtreugh'a 
6 , a ^ ’he railway, indeed, has already reached its capital, opened its 

1 i s ,ti e t n, |' d I,l 0 "«h.l Its people into closer touch with the outer world 
lopes may therefore be entertained that ere long it will recover to some degree i 
least Its former commercial importance and economic welfare. fi ° 

YriJntrfff , e . n ‘ l,I .’f’' from 'ho Mediterranean eastwards to the Euphrates the 
\dayotof Aleppo lies between longitude 35° 45-39“ 15'and latitude 35^3^ am 
■borders, are: north, the Vilayets of Adana, Sivas, KJ|i»@» ! 5*•lo«ft• 
alia t atZ-Mn" a "‘ Da !! msr " r s; !". U J rast < the independent Sanjak of /.or. I„ area it is 

am! aWtllK gfoSh Start jgg n ° rth “ nd WC8t are 

sSSn taxtMz 

sum,t or tn bL ’ ls ahnost deserletl by its ..inhabitants during the tmhealthv 

01" i. or o’ i C0 ™*'» °i a ^' ovoninu ' n ^ house, a custom-house, a military depot 

3 ciugr a iSr io 3 i , 5ki , a,,s * ? * s je 

10 ronm^-S 9 lil ° kilus ’ 2 l - th3 - 

CntesVV 511 ^ 1 ! (^‘TpoUrJO miles inlnml, reache<l through the “Syrian 
ai?&fe»ft““l, A fe 1 ’ 08 ? f" c !. lli « h ’ »“4 jm* a plateati at an a£ 
Kneik ■, small . 1 - , !■ '] °". <>1 b’ht limestone hillocks, and through it flows the 

hitiimie'"tr t->- I r -,' I,s ? ’ 1,1 u morass 18 miles south. Situated in 

3 " ’ falmV ■ 1,J ' W ' U(I,? K •"" 1 altitude 1,1411 feet, its temperature is 

'll 1 Sill arc ill V ."1 1 ' mi 8 "I Tlle iultabitants, officially estimated at 

flat^,r; T I gR y m,ml,cr . . Tho htiildings are of freestone, 

the arabesiiiied and w .L 1 ' 1 “'„'i‘ sl "“^'houses, the commodious offices, 
ami prosperity The city conmh "' K 'V' "l' 11 , 1 ' U ' !illn l°"- V 10 hy-gono opulence 

Soldiers’ l ,"Ll .Jo c,l} V 1 18 a G “ vor " lnont house, barrack, military demit, 
15 7!)l‘ houses 1’’ I , P' ln " Ul0 ' ls ‘' s - a railway station, a clo--k tower, 12 "bridges, 

7,7(X) sl oTlol alrinsTl2 ,mml " » S *on"e,-ho« S cr. 117 khans, 50 warehouses 
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™tan 4 ^ ^ o'aTS . 6 P°!™ la,1 « n <>£ thc vilayet is given in the Salnameh, or official 
vJimrf’vtm 906,6 V I 801 ’} 8, A , nc f rer estimate would be 1,600,000, for at least 
vvil’agora of the Imperial domains are excluded, while more than 200 000 
inhabitants, both nomad and. sedentary-, evade registration to escape the military 
aAI'i' i. and “ m ' ho “ rm y- ,| 'l>« language spoken east, south, and west is 
O C Vlli, J,L COa r S u--n 0 rthw f , A ds ’ "(here Kurdish begins around Urfa and Turkish among 
e ‘HagWg of Killis and Amtab. The ; vnnous clemenls composing the population 
are Arabs Turks, ( treasstans, Kurds, Turkomans, Ansaris, Yezidis, Druses, Armenians 
Syrians, Maromtes, and Jews, with a sprinkling of mostly Herman-speaking Europeans! 
It town he Moslems are ntatnly Government officials, property ..waters, small traders, 
and butchers, while the Christians with thc Jews are bankas, merchants, doctors 
lawycts, masons, artisans, Ac. In thc villages names alone distinguish Moslems from 
( Kristians, for religious observances there are none, while in dress, manners and 
customs they are alike, tile women being all unveiled and burdened equally with 
indoor work and outdoor lalxmr. (Table I.) 1 J 

ZMiication. - Education is backward. 'Hie surtax on land assigned for the purpose- 
goes mostly elsewhere None of the schools are self-supporting, and many of then, 
exist only on paper. 1 hoy total up to 990- that is. 710 Moslems, 250 Christians, and 
• It Jewish schools, with an average attendance of 19,(Hit), S,(HK), and 2,(HH) pupils. 
I he instruction is on the whole very elementary, and religious rather than secular. 
1 reach is, however, taught in a few, and in a fewer still English, a language which has 
Jatcly come into favour, and for which teachers arc now in demand. The people in 
general are intelligent, but indolent. Honesty and truthfulness do not distinguish tile 
men, nor thrift and frugality the women. The townfolk are decidedly priest-ridden 
and nai row-minded, the Mahommednns less so than thc Christians and .lews probably 
because forming the. vast majority of the inhabitants they can afford to be tolerant 
It ts certainly not because the Mufti of Aleppo is a better spiritual guide than the 
, yrtan atholic Patriarch, the Melebite Metroj-oliton, the Armenian tlregorian Arch¬ 
bishop, tl„- Armenian Catholic Archbishop, the Chaldeans Bishop, or the Chief Rabbi 
_ Industries.— 1 he chief seats of industries are Aleppo, Ainlab, Mnrash, Urfa, an’l 
Antioch. -irst m order of importance are native manufactures, which have long been 
renowned throughout tho East for their fineness and durability. They consist of silk 
cotton, and woollen stuffs, plain, dyed, and printed, some striped and flowered, others 
interwove" with gold and silver threads. British yarns are mostly used, and sot,to 
1 1.000 hand-looms are-worked m weaving these materials, which reach not rarelv a 
yearly value of oOO.QOOl. Tho carpet industry at I'rfa is of next importance It is a 

Vienna" charitable enterprise started in 1897 for the relief of destitute ... 

lie carpets which are of pure wool, handsome design, and various sizes, are sent 
mostly to Berlin, London, and Paris. At Aleppo silk rugs are made in patterns both 
European and Oriental. The price is about Of. the square varil for one close it, pile 
and harmonious in colour. The silk used is Chinese, French, and native. Very 
de lento and dainty needle-work is produced at, Aintah and also at Iirfn. Tho American 
lady missionaries have indeed succeeded since tho disturbances in reviving and 
developing among their then distressed fern,-tie neighbours the lost art of embroidery 
Handkerchiefs and scarves, napkins and doilies, table-cloths and coverlets, all are 
liuey worked and neatly finished on silk, cambric, or Belfast linen. The more 
Oust y and intricate specimens fetch at least 18s. the square foot. Another article of 
local product is soap. That of Antioch meets with a good sale in the Adana Vilayet, 
while tlmt of Aleppo is in great demand even beyond Syria, Anatolia, and Arabia! 

1 In- several tanneries, dye works, potteries, foundaries, glass-works, oil-mills, Ac., are 
merely of domestic interest, and need therefore no special mention. 

A'jnciillHrc.— I he land is productive on the whole, particularly so tho plains of 
Antioch. Killis, Id tb, Amtab, Urfa, and Maura. Fallowed fields are rarely seen, nor is 
manure much used, and yet the crops of winter, spring, and summer are generally very 
abundant It is only udicre irrigation is difficult that long and dry summers parch up 
almost all vegetation. Cultivation is still carried out in the simple primitive manner of 
the patriarchal ages. No modern machinery has yet been introduced, and in this the 
Aleppo vilayet is behind that of Adana. All is done bv the labour of mau and beast 
with implements of the rudest make and kind. The soil is tilled into shallow furrows 
with light wooden ploughs, the seed is scattered on the ground broadcast, while the 
harvest is reaped with sickles, threshed by sledges, and winnowed with forks. Tho 
waste is great. Scarcely 15 per cent of the villagers are owners or leaseholders. A 
large number people the Imperial domains, tho rest are either partners or tenants of 
Citymon, who provide money for seed and cattle and share in return two-thirds of the 
produce less tho tithes. The condition of the peasant is wretched, ilie bell-shaped 
[170D] T 
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hut of mud or clay, reeds or brushwood, betokens an existence poor and squalid. 
Barely is ho out of the hands of the usurer; each tries to defraud the other, and life is 
spent in wranglings. The money-lender- invariably ends by recouping himself amply, 
and yet the villager shunB the Agricultural Hank. lie instinctively prefers to obtain 
; v loan at even more than 30 per cent, interest than borrow from the Government. 
Shrewdness in this may guide him, for lie thus avoids in default of payment tho 
certain risk of losing his land. 

I’roducts .—The vegetation of spring and early summer is remarkable. Various 
plants, herbs, and flowers, delicate and hardy, non-tropical and semi-tropical, grow side 
by side with luxuriant profusion. Few only are as yet eollocted for medicinal, culinary, 
and industrial purposes. Among them is the liquorice-root, found chiefly near Antioch, 
Killis, Unkka, and LJrfa. The yield, which is plentiful, has practically become since 
1002 a monopoly of the American Tobacco Trust, conjointly with Messrs. Mac Andrew 
and Forbes, a British firm having its head cilice at Smyrna. Their principal agents 
are Englishmen, and no less than 10,000 natives earn a winter livelihood by extracting 
the root. The yellow berry having fallen in demand is now scarcely gathered, the 
more extensive use of aniline dyes abroad being no doubt, the cause. The white 
mulberry grows throughout the province, but it is only grafted in a few northern 
localities and along a narrow strip of coast country. The majority of the inhabitants 
have yet to realize that substantial profits can bo made out of silk-worm rearing. 
Cotton is produced at Idlib and Killis, but, owing to lack of water, it is of poor quality 
and short staple. Its cultivation with American seed should be attempted elsewhere. 
The rich alluvial banks of the Euphrates would perhaps be suitable. Hide is more 
notahlv grown near Marash and Suvorik, pistachios at Aleppo and Aintab, oranges, &c., 
at Swcdia, and corn to a sufficiency in most of the arable plains. The average ratio 
of seed sown to grain harvested on one acre of land is in bushels wheat 3 to 30, 
barley 3 to 15, oats fl to 00. The rotation of crops is usually in spring chick-peas, 
lentils, aniseed, and vetches; in summer maize, beaus, cowpeas, millet, sesame, and 
cotton ; in winter wheat, oats, barley, beans, and flax. The harvest of 1000 was poor 
in general owing to an unusually wet spring. The low lands in particular long 
remained soaked, the result being that a bushel of oats reaped on the plains scarcely 
weighed 30 lb. ns against 00 II). from the uplands. < fiber grains suffered proportionally, 
but tho millet yielded from CO to 70 fold. (Table 11.) 

Live Stock. The country is admirably adapted for the rearing of animals. Flocks, 
herds, and fowls need guarding but little tending in these homes of the gazelle ana 
frnncolin. Vast plains and rich pastures abound east on the Euphrates, west on the 
Orontes, and north on the Johan. Large grazing grounds, moreover, border the takes 
of Antioch and Mudick, and through many others flow the Kueik, Kabur, Scjur, Afrin, 
and Karasu. Next to Aleppo, the great cattle market is Killis, where most of the 
animals after crossing the Euphrates at Birejik arc to be met with, amongst them being 
line specimens of the native horse, mule, aud ass, sheep, goats, and oxen. Camels, 
dromedaries, and Arab horses raised by tho nomads of tho Syrian desert are chiefly 
found at Maara. Sheep for the Syrian and Egyptian markets are mainly drawn from 
the Ihioks of the Ahazeli tribes west of the Euphrates, to the value of about 50,(H)0l. 
a-ycar. Buffaloes in herds are mostly to he seen wallowing in the mire of the Antioch 
swamps. The existence of the pure Aral) steed in those parts seems a myth, aud 
furthermore the prices asked for half-breeds are audaciously exorbitant, ranging from 
100/. to 200/., when 20/. to 10/. would be dear. At and beyond Urfa are found horses 
of English stock from sires imported after the Crimean war, forming a distinct local 
variety. (Table III.) 

For, da .—The forests are confined for the most part to the slope of tho coast 
mountains, all of which are densely wooded except Mount Cassius aud Mount Amuuus. 
The belt which is struck at about 1,000 feet reaches an altitude of 6,000 feet. It is in 
length about 15 miles, and varies in width from 10 to 30 miles. Extensive forests also 
exist northwards in tin* neighbourhood of Marash, Zeitun, and Urfa. Tim lower levels 
are generally covered with pine, oak, and cedar ; tho higher with beech, lurch, and fir. 
Other trees of less timber value are found, some of which are.fruit-bearing, such as the 
olive, walnut, aud mulberry. Tho preservation of tin* still magnificent forests is a need 
of tho utmost importance. The Law of 1870, which may be theoretically good, is 
practically in abeyance. Control there is little or none. Trees are foiled indiscrimi¬ 
nately—the noblest by tho timbermau, its saplings by the charcoal burner and tar-maker. 
Fires, moreover, recklessly set by shepherds and villagers, threaten to make tho 
mountains as bare as the plains. 

Mines .—Tho province alnmnds in mineral ores, some specimens of which, analyzed 
in Europo, show richness. The deposits have yet to be prospected, opened out, aud 
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developed Not a mine is being seriously worked, owing to lack of capital good 
roads, cheap transports, and government facilities; Tho following minerals are known 
to exist abundantly in the indicated localities: silver, IS miles north-west of Marash* 
copper, U miles south-east of Aleppo ; iron, 12 miles west of Zeitun ; and coal 70 miles 
south-east of Aleppo. Antimony, manganese, chrome, bomcite, and bitumen are found 
m the mountainous neighbourhood of Aloxnndrotta, gypsum round lake Jcbul; fuller’s- 
earth close to Aleppo and Killis, besides* rod, yellow, and black marble quarried out 
near Aleppo, Killis, Marash, and Aintab, and yet inarido is imported from abroad. 

Revenue. —The normal financial condition of the vilayet is indebtedness. Though 
rovonuu crcccils expenditure the rollers arc; always empty. Money is with difficulty 

found to meet even ordinary liabilities, such as the chiim of a.. the pav of u 

gendarme, the ration of a soldier. The incessant and persistent demand of ihc central 
Government for immediate remittances is the cause. Neither the Porte nor the J'-d-iee 
concern themselves much with the welfare and development of the country. What 
they want and what they obtain is money. The provincial Budget for tin* Turkish 
ffTmo -'f? r 1J05-1000 is herewith annexed. It shows the revenue to have, been 
l 1. 102, i ;j() and the expenditure CT.311,380, lmtcortain assignments are not mclu.dbrl— 
32,fK)f>; railway guarantees, £ T. 81,050; and hnvnlies, 
£ 1 . tuu,000,-wluci! if added would bring the total disbursements to £ T. 434,030. 
I his gives a deficit of £ I. 32,200, and the question is how it was covered. It was 
covered not only_by.loans, hut by non-payment of stipends and pensions. No portion 
was paid bv the Civil List, much as the Imperial domains curtail the legitimate revenue 
of the province. Lost year’s income derived from the estates amount to £ T. 40,500— 
thr items hcmg_ tithes XT. 32,000; sheep-tax, XT. 12,000 ; camel-tax, £ T. 1,000; and 
fishery, J. L,;>00 It is worth recording hero that twenty years ago the Sultan had 
not a plot of ground within the vilayet. Since then His Majesty has appropriated for 
himself no less than (513 villages inhabited by 250,000 peasants and 50,(KM) nomads 
exempted from taxation and military service. The domains are live in number. The 
smallest but riolmst of them being that of Antioch, which has eight farms, a fruit garden, 
a flour mill, and a fish monopoly. The others take in the best parts of the arable well- 
watered tract of country north-east of Aleppo. They arc bv name Meinbij with 
h)l > v mages, Abu-kalkal with 170, Jebel-IIass with 130. and Jebel-Ies with 105. The 
estates are not, delimited by well-defined boundaries, and the Sultan’s agents are apt to 
think that title-deeds confer no indefeasible right of ownership ; adjacent lands are often 
acquired in a forcible and illegal manner. (Table IV.) 

(lorcrnors. The head of the administration is the Yuli Mohamcd Nazim Pqslm 
an elderly gentleman of delicate health. His first Governorship was tin) Mutessarillik of 
Adana, to which post ho was promoted in 1803 from Itoing Muktuhji, or < 'I,icf Secretary 
tit Aleppo. The expulsion of an Auatrain subject charged with befriending Armenian 
revolutionaries brought it to an abrupt end. Mis recall from Mersina, with tlmt of 
. I* 11 1 Hnshn, then ^ nli of Adana, was demanded and obtained. It left him fora time 
without office, a lesson which ho evidently remembers, for his treatment of Europeans 
is now most friendly and loyal. It is said of him that as Mutessarif of Kaisarieh and 
\ an of Ifiarhekir ho was open to bribery. If so, the change is great, for not a whisper 
has been heard of his touching more than his monthly emoluments of £ T. 200 since 
his appointment, here in October 1005. Ho may he thought weak at times, but no one 
doubts his integrity of character or singleness of purpose. lienee ho must he 
considered at worst as a public spirited functionary who had ceased to ho corrupt 
after acquiring elsewhere, sordidly enough, a sufficiency to make him loss dependent on 
the good-will of tho Palace clique. The Mutessarif of Urfa is Xesl.at Bey, son of the 
Minister of Police, Shofik Pasha. First at Mcntosheh, now at Urfa, he is a young 
Governor of only two years’ standing. Though intelligent and active lm has little 
experience, and is fond of gambling. At Marash is llusni Pasha, a middle-aged man 
transferred there in 1001 from Shahm-Karuhissar. lie is said to possess more 
arrogance than judgment. Both Mutessarifs receive a salary of £ T. 50 a-nionlh. The 
Kainmkams number twenty-one, and of these, while the worst are at Maara, Pukka and 
A Ibis tan, those of Aleppo, Beilnn, Bab, and Huin-Kaleli are reported to be good, honest 
and active. Salaries range from X. T. 12J to X T. 25 n-month; the ..ay of the sixtv- 
tive Aludirs being from X T. 3 to X T. 5. (Table V.) 

Security.— With the cxeoption of the nomad Kurds aud Arabs, who delight aud 
indulge m tribal feuds ami raids, the inhabitants are in a marked degree peaceful ami 
law abiding. Professional brigands there are none, aud highway robber* are very 
rare. Petty thefts and cattle lifting, however, are common—oftoner with than without 
the connivance of some Government agent or influential notability. Details of the police 
geudarmery, and military forces are given herewith. The police number 07, of which 












2 nro Christians. Their pay is from £ T. 3 to £ T. 7 a-month. Many of them find it a 
lucrative occupation to watch prostitutes. The gondnrnieis number l",355 men, of whom 
4 are non-Moslems. The foot receive XT. 1, and the mounted £ T. If, besides rations. 
They all, it is said, oxtort money enough from the people to make life pleasant and 
their homes comfortable. Tlio troops belong to the reserve, and of 0,910 all told, 1,490 
are mule mounted. 1 lioy are employed mainly on fiscal and constabulary service 
among the roaming tent-dwellers of the desert. (Tables VI, VII. V1U.) 

■ lusticc. One of tho crying evils under which tho people groan is the absence of 
justice, the laws nro good, but shameless unconcern, luxilv, and corruption attend 
their application. The offender must indeed bo jioor if lie caunot bribe the gendarme 
and thus evade arrest, or bribe tho examining Judge and thus evade imprisonment. 
lh- has, besides, another means of escape- namely, the Imperial farms, for once within 
their precincts the fugitive criminal is safe and beyond the law. Tho prisons are 
nevertheless overcrowded, Explanation of this is to be sought in the dilatoriuess of 
the Courts. Even a simple ordinary police case takes months, and if appealed against 
years, to decide. It is a poor oxouso to say tho witnesses summoned fail to attend, 
for they naturally prefer to sacrifice a little money than much time. The accused 
meanwhile, often innocent, awaits trial, and thus from no fault of his own lie may bo 
forgotten and left to pine in prison indefinitely. Personal emolument is apparently 
tlio sole ami of a judicial oflicial. It is an Incentive to malpractices, kept in no check, and 
hence glaring acts of injustice pass unheeded. The Vali should be empowered to 
interfere, and to exercise some restraint when needful. As it is, the only deterrent is 
the possibility of an appeal to the Court of Cassation at Constantinople, which few of 
til.- aggrieved persons can afford, and fewer still consider of much utility. The 
following are the names of the principal judicial ollicors at Aleppo: Public Prosecutor, 
vi i i n' ,‘ us P ec * or ' Ismail Haiti Hey: Presidents of Courts of Appeal—(Civil) 
Ahed-el-Palmian Aessih ElTpndi, (Criminal) Tcwlik EITendi; Presidents of the Courts 
of I'irsL Instance—(t'ivil) Mifibab EfTendi, (Criminal) Osman Ramzi EfTendi ; President 
<>r the ( omim'reial Court, Scif-el-l )in EITendi; Examining Judges, llushui EfTendi and 
lewfik EITendi. 

it antes. I lie Kayak I Ioms-I lama Railway was completed to Aleppo ami open od 
for trufhc early in October. It is a single broad-gauge line, linked at Kayak to the 
Remit Damascus, narrow-gauge railway. It traverses a fertile country, is 231 kilom. 
on-, and has a kilometrie guarantee of 12,500 fr., chargeable to the revenue of the 
Damascus Vilayet. Its extension northwards to Tell-IIabesh, 8 miles east of Killis, 
lias, it appears, been decided upon, and will he carried out in the near future, as well 
as the sections joining Bulgurlu to Adana and Adana to Tell-1 labesh. 'l’lic construc¬ 
tion of these lines and those south of Tcbuk to Mecca will, when completed, in, perhaps, 
seven years’time, bring the capital of tho Empire within easy and rapid reach of 
,s,:im s . ,l( >ly will, moreover, viewed strategically, increase Turkey’s military 

l ,mV( ’ r 1,1 ^yria and V omen. I ho making of roads, however, for pilgrims or troops is 
nut tho same thing as the opening up of ways for trade and traffic. Take Kayak, for 
instance, where, owing to a break of gauge, merchandize remains stranded. The 
Iiiaiiivmm-Iico ami expense Unis entailed is such that ilie merchants of Iloms and 
Aleppo Still prefer to receive and send their goods by tlm old camel routes of Tripoli 
atnl Alexandretta. A great want, much felt aud moat devoutly wished, is a railway 
between Alexandretta, Aleppo, and Meskeueb. The existence of such a lino, connect¬ 
ing the Mediterranean with the Euphrates, would indeed In* to the interest of the 
people and the Government. It would enormously and rapidly increase tho commercial 
prosperity of Northern Syria, Southern Kurdistan, and Western Mesopotamia. Feasible 
it is at about 1,000,0001., and profitable it would be without a kilometrie guarantee. 
N'Miicr or later the line must be built, and, as British subjects were first to propose the 
project, to a British Syndicate should alone be granted the Concession. Most of the 
oxisting roads of the vilayet are mere tracks, and such as are called highways are few 
ami badly kept. 'I hose practicable for carriages in summer, if not iii winter, are 
Aleppo to Alexandrotta, 100 miles; Top-Boghas to Antioch, 15 miles; Makali via 
... .. 10 ^ In , ln *’» H-* miles; Aleppo to Berejok, 85 miles; Aleppo to Meskcuch, 

oo miles ; and Aintab to Berejok, -10 miles. 

I rode .---Viewed from a general standpoint, the commercial condition of the 
province is not unsatisfactory. Last year’s sea-borne trade amounted at Alexandretta 
to imports 2,394,3721., and exports 1,393,333!., our share being in the one 1,189,350/., 
ami in the other 112,8151. About two-thirds of tho total represents tho trade of the 
Vilayet, the remaining one-third is that of the outlying districts dealing with Aleppo, 
winch is the distributing centre of an extensive region. The shipping at the port of 
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Alexandretta totalled in tonnage to 512,012. Steam-ships numbered 393, of 
502,700 tons, and sailing-vessels 318, of 9,306 tons. Tlio port was visited by 
122 British steamers, of 130,024 tons, and the cargoes in value were 221,2851. from, 
and 22,581!. to the United Kingdom, and 1,196,781!. from, and 539,910!. to other 
countries. The boats of the Princo Lino, which coll Bix times a month, have 
accommodation for a few passengers. 

< T have, &c. 

(Signed) H. Z. LONGWORTH. 


Annex. 

Table 1.— Population. 
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Table IV. —Provincial Budget. 


I!ev "" w ' KipendiU.ro, 

Judicial fees aad fines .. 8,350 Civil Service .. 4 210 

.78,-170 Ffecl .. .. " In’iloo 

Ml Itarjr exemption tu .. 29,610 | Uendnrtnerie .. " 27(00 

I ublic works 13,570 MutfUnwy .. . « 78tl 

SI.om, „.d camol lax .. fil.mo Slifftniy.. .. .. |.| 2 '[ 2 o 

o' t “t “ lg3 ’ 3no Reunion. .. .. 22 030 

Title-deeds and transfers .. 1,760 I Police. 2 980 

rcdoliceiicec .. .. 17,120 Religious Magistracy .. usjo 

Sun ' lms . 10,660 | Sundries,. .. .. i MS0 

*‘ •• t02,750 [ Total .. 311,880 


Tablo V.—Governors. 


Aleppo 
A in tub 
Killis .. 
Alexandretta 
Heilan.. 

! Antioch 
iiarem 
Jisr-Shughr 


f Mnrash 
Albistau 
Murash < Zoitun.. 


{ : Urfa .. 
riornui 
Suruj.. 
Kurn-Kaloh 
Bircjik 


110 / Mobumcd Nazim Pasha. 

\ Abed-ol-Gany Towfik Boy. 
*207 Mustafa Naili Bey. 

■ICO Ali Nazil Boy. 

24 Saleh Kffendi. 

50 Hussein Zuki Boy. 

173 Mohamad Itaonf Pasha. 

172 Mustafa Fchini Kffendi, 

ICO Kalin Boy. 

117 Kaji Moliamed Tuhor Kffendi. 

1C7 Mustafa JetnaI Boy. 

128 Abed-el Snmad Mansur Bov. 

450 Mohamcd Shuffle Bey. 

83 Neural la Boy. 


80 Aiuistash Kffendi. 

88 Moliamed Lutli Itay. 

81 Ilusseiu Wahid Effeudi. 

382 Nesbat Bey. 

248 Ilussoin Towfilt Effort. 

237 Mustafa Kaik Kffendi. 
185 Tewflk Boy. 

134 Shakir Boy. 


Tablo VI. —Police. 


District.* 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total 

Commissaries. 

Aleppo .. 

.. 23 

31 

54 

Hoshmii Kehni Kffendi.' 


Marash ., 

•• 3 

3 

0 

Ismail Boy. 

1 Chief Cotnmitiiary, 

Urfa 

3 

4 

7 

Kazin Bey. 








































Centro of- 


Rcgiment (Alay). 


Brigade (Uwa) 


Division (Perka). 


Commanders of Battnlu 
(Taburs). 


Enrolment 


Commander. 


Station. 


Station. 


Commander. 


r:s Lieut.-Colonel Saleh 
Sharif 


Lieut-General Moha- Aleppo 
mod Ali Pasiia 




7;'< Lieut-Colonel Osman 
I Aser Bey 


Ainiab 
Kiss-Lahasar 
Kellis.. 

Axaz .. 


76 Colonel Kalussi Bev 




Khairi Effendi. 
Said Bey. 


Marash 

Itazarahik 

Albiatan 

Zaitnn 


Alexandretta 


i Commander of Division: Aleppo 
General liassan Basri 
Pasha 


leppo (Farafra) • 
„ (Kuarlek) I 


Latakie .. 71 Colonel Ahmad Bey.. Latakie 
Sahiun 

Jobel Samoan 
Id lib .. 


1 Major Mustafa Nori Effendi. 

2 „ Mohanied Nuri Bey. 

3 „ Hussein Bey. 

4 M Mohamed Nish at Effendi. 

1 „ Emiu Effendi. 

2 „ Khahiri Effendi. 

3 „ Asad Bey. 

4 Mohamed Riza Effendi 

1 „ Abd-«1-Latif Effendi. 

2 Hasson Tohsin Effendi 

3 Mohamed Effendi 

4 „ Ahmed Riza Effendi 

1 „ Kalil Effendi 

2 „ Hassan Uilmi Effendi 

3 „ Uaji Hasaan Tallinn Effendi 

4 „ Rajab Bey. 


Adana .. 20 Commander of the Pivi- Alexandretta 80 Lieut-General Sabot Man 
sion: (ieneral Shakir Pasha 

I ; Pasha 


Lieut - Colonel Aly Alexandretta 
Riza Bey Antioch 

Crdo .. 
Harem 


Mohamed Kaleb Boy. 

Jahed Effendi 
Sahid Effendi. 

Haji Ahmed Effendi 
Hilmi Effendi 
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 59. 

,\lr. Tilley to Consul Longtcorth. 

Constantinople, May 6, 1907. 

I AM directed by His Majesty’s Ambassador to thank you for your despatch No. 13 
of the 15th ultimo, containing your Report on the economic and administrative condition 
of tlm vilayet. His Excellency suggosls that the interest of your remarks on its 
agricultural condition would have been considerably increased, and that they would 
have had a more practical value if you had gone closer into the question of tho special 
kind of agricultural implements for which salo might bo found, and still more so if you 
bad intimated to British manufacturers how they should proceed, and what agents 
they should employ. 

It seems curious that the extension of the railway to Aleppo should not have 
opened opportunities for the development of British trade, and his Excellency would 
be glad if you would furnish him with somo observations on this point. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. A. C. TILLEY. 


Director of Military Operations to Foreign Office.—(Receiced Mag 1 l.) 

THE Director of Military Operations presents bis compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmits, for the information ot Sir E. Urey, 
two copies of documents on the subject of Syrian and Arabian affairs. 

IVar Office, May 13, 1907. 

p.ft,_This Directorate has prepared a short work entitled “Notes on Arabia,” and 

is having it printed. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 60. 

Major Maunscll to Colonel Count Gleichen. 

(Extract.) Nazareth, March 28, 1907. 

I M KT Dr. Gould in Acre yesterday, who is a medical missionary, just come in for 
a few days from Ks Salt on the far side of Jordan, lie gets several patients from the 
Ncjil and can in this way gel a good deal of news from these and the various Arab 
tribes cast ol Jordan, He tolls me that he had last beard that lbn Saoud, having 
defeated llm Rashid, was marching on Hail. This you hnvc already got; he had heard 
of no result of the light yet. 

lie told me that there have been signs lately of a general movement among the 
Arabs to attack the railway, probably at the present railhead or somewhere in that 
direction. ... , „ , . , . 

The Arabs quite see that it will be the means id bringing down lurktsh troops to 
•■•el into Central Arabia, and they are getting more and more hostile to it. 

” Gould thought there were signs of a movement in the immediate future, and said 
that the Turks for the last three months have been steadily sending reinforcements 
down the line to railhead. . ... 

In the country just cast of lis Salt and the desert on tho far side ot the line at 
Amman the principal Arab tribes are the Adwan and Sahur. The Adwan are a 
confederation with seven minor tribes depending, uitd the Adwan Chief sheikh or 
Sheikh-i-Sultan, as In- is called, can control them all. Martinis are plentiful anti every 
Arab has one, obtained from the large numbers captured trom the lurks in tin- Yemen 
ut various times or smuggled in from const ports. The Sahur do not go with the 
Adwan and arc a smaller tribe. There arc*no signs ut present of any movement among 
I hose Arabs, but all are jealous ol the advance ot tiic line. 

The Circassian Colonies at Amman, Ks Salt, and neighbourhood are meant to 
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protect the line from Arab inroads, but they themsclvos aro very independent and caro 
little for the Government, although they hate the Arabs Loo. 

. Gould gets some strange patients from Nejd, some bad never seen broad or 

rice, as they get nothing but camel’s milk and dates in some places, and Hour is imported. 
Another said lie had once seen a piece of soap, but had not touched it. .Gould lias 
written a very interesting book about the siege of Acre, published by the Palestine 
Exploration bund. 

Inclosure 2 in No. (50. 

Major \faunsell to Colonel Count Gleichen. 

(ExfractA . . Damascus, April 7, 1907. 

lib Moslem population of Syria is large in proportion to the number of Rcdii* 
they have to furnish, and the great losses of the Yemen would not he so severely felt 
deficient ~ ima S mctl > and t,,c 1110,1 might be found, but equipment would be very 

In Haifa I saw the German Colony founded some thirty years ago and still fairly 
flourishing, but the second generation of colonists falls oft’very quickly from the German 
original and soon becomes Levantine of rather an inferior quality. 

. , T J 10 countiy is unsuited to colonists from Northern Europe, who have to work in 

the holds or vineyards. 

German influence is, I think, rather exaggerated in this country; the people are 
disliked everywhere by their overbearing manner (too much mailed-fist “ Scdanfest.") 
am no one lias a good word for them, although the Colonies themselves are well ordered’ 
and fairly flourishing. 

The Deutsche l’ulestiim Bunk has branches in Haifa and Nazareth (roeonlly 
opened), and some German colonists have been buying lam! oil the shore of Tiberias at 
Mngdala and also on the plain of Jezrcel, but the Turks place all possible difficulties in 
the way of purchase. 

Russian influence lias greatly gone down since the Japanese war and their school 
propaganda lias practically ceased. 

Their large hospices in Jerusalem and Nazareth, which look like barracks arc 
necessary for the immense number of pilgrims that pass through. I saw ] oft) enteria ■ 
Nazareth who had walked from Jerusalem. 

French influence itt not so great as formerly, and does not extend far outside the 
walls of their large monasteries. 

The Franciscans seem the most powerful, with unlimited money. 

Our influence is perhaps the greatest of all toreign Powers, owing t« Egypt being so 
close. English is the language every one wants to learn in the schools. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 00. 

Major Muunsell to Colonel Count Gleichen. 

I tear Gleichen,, Damascus, April 1C, 1907. 

i HAVE just returned Irom a journey down to Telmlt, and railhead now near 
Akbdar, where they have made a tunnel. The desert was most interestin ', anil I was 
able to pick up a good deal of news about Nejd nllnirs, work on the railway, Stc which 
would have been impossible here. Construction work is done almost entirely by 
military labour, about 5,000 men being at work about Akbdar and southwards towards 
Modnin-I-Sap. The garrison of Medina, now some 3,000 men (six battalions) under 
• he direction of some engineer officers, have begun work from Medina doiti" simply tho 
earthwork and leaving the culverts and bridges until they join up with the line front 
Medain-i-Saiin. 

These two forces represent all the Turkish troops in the country, and they aro 
naturally scattered in small detachments and very much exposed to a'sudden raid of 
Bedouin, who are extremely mobile and capable of doing serious damage by a raid 
in force. ° 

Tebuk is an oasis with good water supply and a large depftt of material and 
provisions for the troops farther south. 
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Akhdar has also good water; at Muadhcm is a little, and then a long gap of 
waterless country to Mcdflin*!'Sftlib t . . . »• * 

Water is everything, and intermediate posts and working parties have to be supplied 
with water and provisions by train daily. Consequently the capture of Tehuk and 
Akhdar by a raiding force would stop all work, and probably result in the death 
from thirst or starvation of practically all the troops. Between Maan (good iratcr) and 
Mudcvvcre is a long waterless stretch, which would make reinforcement difficult 

The Turks have not attempted any defensive measures at either l ebuk or Akhdar 
the depots arc quite open with desert all round, and could easily be raided by Arabs who 

mca "'n ,0 neighbouring small tribes—sections of the Beni Atic—are all liostilo, and 
isolated soldiers are constantly cut off or robbed, although up to the present no serious 

raid has been made on the line. . 

'Pinkish officers I spoke to declared they were perfectly safe, and there was no 
danger ol attack by Arabs in any force, and will, 6,000 men aval able and others which 
could arrive from Damascus, they thought they could deal with anything the A mbs 
could do. This is only on the surface, and I know that they are seriously manned at the 
prospect of a raid by Ibn Saond's forces from Nojd, and 1 heard from a good source that 
such an attack may take place goon when lie lias completed Ins preparations and 

mobilized his men, which lie is now doing in Knssim. , , ■ • 

I heard from many sources down the line that lbn Saoud was now completely in 
the ascendant; he had managed to carry oil 20,000 camels from lhn Uiishid and thu 
the latter was defeated and discredited—'" yatimshor, lie has lain down before Ibn 
Saoud. There docs not seem to have been a decisive battle, hut a senes of encounters, 
in which the Rashid lost men and camels. . . . ,. , ■ . 

Ibn Saoud is now in Kassim preparing for another advance, ami it is tins nnicn 

1 l have also a rumour that Mubarak, the Sheikh of Knweit, is trying to patch up 
the nliarrel between lhn Saoud and Ibn lias),id; should ho succeed it would obviously 
he very serious for the Turks, as it is the intention to employ the combined toreea 
against the railway. , , 

As you know, in the past two years the Turks have steadily lost prestige. 

As the result of Ahmed Feizi Pasha’s expedition with ten battalions from Bagdad 
in 1P05. a Treaty of Arrangement was made by wllleh the 1 urkish flag was hoisted in 
Hail, and lhn Saoud was appointed Kalmakom or llindli, with other appointments ill 
Kassim, Annins, and Boreido, implying Turkish sovereignty over these districts where it 

’** were stahoned in Bail, Kassim, Anaizc, and Borcide, hut they have 

gradually melted away by desertions towards Koivcit, and generally tluougli want at 
provisions or stores. I met nil officer at Tebuk whose brother had been one of the 
last to march out of Kassim, and lie had actually sometimes to subsist on locusts. 

Sami Pasha (the Turkish Mutessarit'or Governor ot Knasini), alter repeated appeals 
to Constantinople lor help, supplies, or even instructions, last hebruary, decided that 
things were hopeless, and retired will, the last remnants ot the garrison on Medina 
without orders ; when ho reported his arrival to the 1 orte, they said lie had better stay 
where lie was Thus, ns matters stand at present, Turkish prestige has suffered greatly, 
and there is nothing to prevent lhn Saoud_ making a descent on the railway, should lie 
manage to combine the tribes against the Turks. . . , . . 

I mu told (by Turkish officer) that the Arab mode ot fighting is to have about 
one-fourth of the force employed as cavalry scouting well in front, while the mam {body 
are cumolmcn, each camel mounting two men one behind the other, and carrying a skin 
of water some provisions, and cartridges. Such a force is naturally extremely mobile. 
•11,0V are all well armed with Martinis, the same weapon as the 1 urkish troops have, 
and against them there are only the scattered posts and working parties strung out 
nlong the railway, with the iiiuiii depot ot Tebuk practically defenceless. 

The enmeltiion dismount to fire, and advance to the attack when they have got close 

*1 cannot trace any confirmation of the report that Sultan lhn Ilnmud lhn Rashid, 
llie reigning Emir, lias been assassinated by the old Khaznnder ot Abdul Aziz, there 
Ins been a lot of killing done in the family principally by Sultan himself, so that a 
mistake might easily have occurred in the mime. lCvei, >f it did occur it would not 
alter the situation very much 1 as regards lhn Saoud ; none of the lhn Rashid family are 
worth much now in the field, while lhn Saoud is said to lie a very capable leader, who has 
lately gained very greatly in prestige. 
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„ . Tbn thc . r ? al Emir of Nejd, being a direct descendant of the Wahabi 

bmirs, while Ibn Rashid is at most only Emir of Hail, or Sheikh of the Jebol Shnntmar 
tribe. 

Constant small reinforcements are being sent down from here ns working parties; 
for instance, in thc train I travelled down were eighty Albanians of the guard at 
Constantinople sentenced to one year’s labour on thc line for some Palace mutiny, and 
other trains had gangs of Syrian recruits and labourers going down. 

The train t came back in had some fifty wretched poor fellows down with dysentery, 
typhoid, and scurvy, just packed anyhow on open platform waggons in n blazing sun! 
without a doctor or attendants of any kind. As I was on the same kind of°truck 
myself with two Turkish officers, I could do little or nothing to help, beyond getting 
them water and giving them a few oranges and things. Some of them were practically 
done for when we reached Maan, and every train wc passed on its way up had crowds of 
sick on board. 

T met three deserters from the Yemen seated under a tree in Tebuk; they had 
trudged along all the way through Mecca and Medina; the soldiers and officers had 
given them bread now and then ns they passed by Akhdnr and Tebuk. Thev were not 
allowed on the train, and as we steamed out of Tebuk I saw them tramping along in the 
sand, hoping some day to reach Damascus. One told me he was a Lass, from Trebi/.ond, 
and hoped eventually to reach there 1 

I found an Italian engineer at Tebuk, who put me up ; there arc about 300 Italians, 
ireeks, and Montenegrins employed near Akhdar doing bridging work, as thc Turkish 
engineers are not quite good enough ns stone-masons. 

I was very fortunate in Tebuk in obtaining a copy of the contoured survey of the 
Touoihj Rom Maan right down to near Medina, which will come in very useful I hope. 
I also saw thc survey of the Jedda—Mecca line, hut could not copy that. 

From Medina to Mecca no survey lias yet been made. 

1 managed to find Mcisner Pasha, the Fnginecr-in-ehief of the line, here on in 
return which was very unfortunate, as lie goes down to Moan to-morroiv. 

I Imd two long talks with him, and he gave me a lot of very interesting information 
about Syrian railways generally, the Bagdad Railway, and what tie intends to do on the 
Mecca line. They intend first ot all to finish up to Medina, after which they intend to 
take on minor schemes such as the Jedda-Mccca line, thc port at Haifa, the Amman- 
Salt branch, and some minor Syrian brunches. 

Another project which Izzct Paslm (the Sultan’s Chamberlain, and Head of thc 
lledjaz Railway Commission) is pushing now is an extension from Angora by Sivas and 
Krangan to Erzenim nnd the Russian frontier. 

They hope to make it on thc same system as the lledjaz Railway by military 
labour, but ns yet nothing is definite, although Izzct is working at the scheme. 

Mcisner said lie lioped to get on it, as ho was tired of the climntc of South Arabia 

As regards the French Syrian railways, lie told me it was practically assured that 
they would join and form part of the lingdud Concession when the new arrangements 
were concluded. Ho has promised me a contoured map of the line from here tc? Mann 
and also thc Haifa brunch, which he will sen ! me through the Consul here, so that will 
make the map of the line complete. Ho also drew mb a little sketch of his proposed 
scheme for a port at Haifa. 

lie said there was absolutely no intention now of making the Maun-Akaba or nuv 
other line towards Aknha. After all it mis quite useless as a port, there was practically 
no fresh water except some brackish springs on the beach, and besides there seemed to 
be English objections. 

I am leaving to-morrow morning for Homs by road through Xcbk, after which I 
shall go down to Tripoli, and then probably along the const-road to Beirut. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) F. R. MAUNSELE. 


[1708] 


Y 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 60. 

List of Stations on Hamidie-Hcdjaz Kailway South of Moan. 


Station. 

From Damascus. 

Station. 

From Damascus. 


Kitom. 


Kilom. 


•160 

fTebulc . 

693 


•175 

Wodi-el-Til. 



•188 

Dar-el-Haj .. 



515 

Muntabi 



521 

JAkdar 



531 

§Khamis .. .. •• 



517 

yDi/.ui 



556 

§Mua7.zem 



576 

5Khat-um-Z-ine 



595 

§l)ar-el-Ilamdi 



609 

SEI-MaUUI. 



633 

SAbn Taka .. 



655 

SK’.-Muzhem .. 


Muknttab .. .. • • 

678 

IMetlain-cs-Salih .. .. 



(Initialled) E. K M. 

Damascus, April 18, 1907. 


Inclosum 5 in No. 60. 

Major Mourn cl l to Colonel Count Glcichen. 

Lear Glcichen, rripoli , April 24, 100/. 

T 11 HARD on leaving Damascus that Ibn Rashid was trying hard to obtain some 
alliance or protection that would give him a chance against Ibn Saoud. He tried to get 
the Dimes, but they would have none of the idea, as obviously they could not do much 
outside their own district of Jcbel Druz. 

lie also has the idea of obtaining British protection, and the Consul told me lie 
wished to send a letter to the King, but nothing has come of it yet, 

1 went with the Consular dragoman (as a tourist wanting to go to Hail) to see an 
Arab merchant, Rassntn, who is in touch with that country, and found him a very strong 
partisan of Ibn Rashid, lie thought in some way I might get British protection for him. 
lie told me a great deal about routes and the country, and confirmed the news that Ibn 
Saoud was now in Kassim collecting his forces lor another move. 

I saw Emir Ali, son of the great Abdul Kadcr, of Algeria, who knows a good deal 
about this country, and is closely in touch with Izzct Kasha, the Sultan's Chamberlain, 
who is a native of Damascus, and the principal Director of the Hedjaz Railway. 
Curiously enough l found there an ollicer of the Moroccan army (rank of major) who 
had just arrived, it is said, to see if he could get any assistance from hmir All, which is 
very doubtful. , , . , , . 

Izzct Kasha has not forgotten his native town, and has just introduced electric 
tramways and light worked by some falls in the River Abana. The streets are narrow 
and the people slow to move, the result being a boy was run over, upon which the 
inhabitants rose and smashed three tram-cars to pieces. 

Izzct is also building a new station for the Hedjaz Railway in the centre of the town, 
and a large hotel adjoining. 

1 could hear nothing of any disturbances at Medina except some attacks on the 
pilgrim caravan which arc of annual occurrence. The Grand Sherif ot Mecca is all- 
powcrlul between Mecca and Medina, he is energetic, and well liked, does not care 
much lor the Turks, and would assist Ibn Saoud if he made a successful move against 
the railway. , „ . ... ,, , 

The powerful Beni Hnrb tribe between Medina and Mecca give a lot of trouble, ami 

* This is Akalui-esh-Shiuine of the map; tho Akabo on the Red Sea is Akaba-el-Misriu. 

+ Lino open to this point for traffic. 

$ Construction trains to this poiut. § " t>r h * n progress. 


83 


al present even tho fejtejjmpli, much less the railway survey, cannot pass through (heir 
country. Hut Ibn Saoud is the chief storm-centre ; if he makes n successful move 
aeninst the railway, the Beni llnrb, tho Beni -Atic, anil tho Qrnnd Sherif would probably 
nil be found on his side, and tho Turks would have a lot of trouble. 

The Dam iscus-Honts road is jtassable for wheels, and useful if Homs were occupied 
from the coast, anti it was intended to push tlown from there to Damascus. The mops 
do not show this road or the country along it very well, so I have sketched it in afresh 
connecting up when possible with the Anti Lebanon survey. Wntcr is rather scarce, 
but at Nebk and Kutojfe arc good springs, anil at other points is a small supply. From 
Homs I came down the road to Tripoli, which follows an ensy way through the hills round 
the northern end of the Lebanon. Tho road is well kept up, nml is the only way fit lor 
wheels, ns the country on cither side is covered with masses of round stones which make 
movement off tee rond very difficult, while the spurs of the Lebanon or An-arie Mountains 
afford no passage. 

I went over two positions on the way, one near lladidi a strong one. 

I have been three days in Tripoli studying the country, possible camping grounds, 
anil positions covering a landing. I he most difficult problem is to get away from the 
masses of orange gardens on the promontory. However, I found nu excellent site near d 
lurtre spring about ]A miles north ol the town, and a good covering position from Deir 
Ammar to the sea, across the Homs load. 

I he Lebanon is rather disturbed, and l came down from Homs in company with a 
l.etlif battalion from Adana, which was to garrison Tripoli. I got some unique photos of 
the Turkish Itedif and his equipment, or rather want of it. I shall get on to Beirut ami 
then home by Fort Said, as I have now finished. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) F. It. MAUN8ELL. 


[15890] 


(No. 50.) 
Sir, 


Mr. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Heceivrd Mini 15.) 


Munich , May IS, 11)07. 

I HAVE tho honour to report that information is appearing, especially in the 
Wiirtemborg newspapers, regarding a Gorman Evangelical Mission recently sent to 
the Near East under the leadership of Dr. Drynnder, the head Court "preacher 
(“ Oberhofprediger ’’) in Berlin, and “ Konsistorialrat ” Laliuscn. Count Mirbaeh, the 
Knisorin's “ Oberholmeister,” was also attached to the party. The ostensible object of 
this Mission was to report on and to inspect the various German schools, elmrehes, and 
institutions in that part of tho world, Imt as the Stuttgart “ Schwabiselio Merkur" 
asserts that the .Mission was not without political significance, and that ii was a proof 
of the kcon interest taken by tho Kaiser in the welfare of his evangelical subjects 
abroad, f venture to send you a few details with regard to it, in ease they should not 
already have reached you. 

Tho first place the Mission touched at was Alexandria, in the mouth of March; 
there a celebration was held in honour of the fiftieth unniversarv of the foundation of 
the German congregation in that city. At Cairo Dr. Dryaader and his colleagues 
spent twelve days, as the great growth of the German colony there necessitated all that 
time for the thorough inspection of tiro German schools and institutions, and occasion 
was taken of the presence of the Commissioners to lay the foundation-stone of a fine 
new church lor the use ol the colony. Thu Commission passed from Egypt to Palestine 
and Syria, and they visited ami inspected in turn the Gemma institutions in .luffn, 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Haifa, Beyrout, arid Damascus. At Easter the foundation-stone 
was laid on the Mount of Olives of the now Gorman Sanitarium, which is to hear tile 
name of tho Empress ; this was done with great |Knnp, the Turkish officials assisting. 
During his stay in Jerusalem Dr. Drynnder hold a convocation of all tho German 
evangelical pastors in the Near East. At Beyrout celebrations took place in honour of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the German colony there, and a commemora¬ 
tion service was held in the new German hospital of the “ Johaimiterordou.” 

l)r. Drvandor and his party then passed from Beyrout to Smyrna, where tliuy 
instituted the pastor of tho new German church which was opened"last year. Aftu’r 
inspecting tho Gorman schools there the Commission journeyed to Constantinople, 
whore they spent some time and were well received by the Sultan, who conferred 
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decorations upon them, and. out of his privy purse is said to have granted them aa 
allowance of 51. a-day for their entertainment. During tlioir stay in that city they 
installed the newly-appointed pastor for the German Embassy' chapel; he is 'Count 
Lull u han, cathedral preacher (“ Dompredigor ") at Berlin, and has been specially 
selected by the biuperor for this post 

T ' i • L ! 10 *' na * 'i 0 r K 0 ^ ^ aa keen t0 organize a new German congregation at 

btiki-Sher, on the Anatolian Kailway. At present there are in that place about 200 
German and fewiss persons employed on the line, and it is hoped that, by bringing 
them closer together, they will form a bulwark of Germanism in that part of the 
world. r 

It is the first time that a Commission of this kind has been scut out from Germany 
to tlie evangelical churches m Asia Minor, and its significance must not bo overlooked, 
as such Commissions are likely to be sent mu with frequency henceforth, and their use 
wil be to show tho Germans in Asiatic Turkey that they are not forgotten at home, and 
that the work they may do in defence of Germanism is highly appreciated by the 
huisei. I he extracts which have appeared in tho press from the reports of the Com¬ 
missioners show that everything connected with German institutions in Syria and 
1 alestme appears to be vory satisfactory, but special praise is given to tho higher girls' 
schools at Beyrout and Smyrna. . h 

finally, I will mention that the " Sehwiibischo Morkur,” in estimating the 
importance of the Mission, states that wherever it went it came to the highly satis- 
factory conclusion that the spirit of Germanism in the congregations, instead of 
diminishing by their distance from tho Fatherland, showed signs of bavin** strongly 
increased m intensity, and that the German colonists did not require the protection of 
mil foreign htate, as it was evident, even to the Turkish officials, that they wero the 
most satisfactory settlers in tho dominions of the Sultan. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) FAIRFAX L. CARTWRIGHT. 


r 15975] No. 62. 

Editor of “ Drosdmk ,” Orgaiie Federation Armcnienne , to Sir Edward Grey. _ 

(Received May 15.) 

(ielegraphic.) En c/ein, . Genera, May 15, l|07. 

, I.GL depeclie vn\ 1 iflia. Protestation snivanto de ]iopulation Armdnienno do 
\:m (Arm On i e lurque), que nous mettons sous yeux de diplomatic Euroneeune et du 
monde civilisO entier 1 

‘ Gouvomeur *le Van, Ali Boy,a mis par moyens atroces toute uno provinceii sne. 
hi nonjoit nnpdts arrifrcs vingt-doux ans. Ddsospoir pouplo ddjit affamd est au 
nimble. [ oreeptouis, fauto ' rgent, emparent Unit ee qit’ils trouvent snr lour oiiemin • 
moubles, outtis, inraio ilemolissent inaisoas, omportent poutres, coupent arlires janlin! 
yemtont immeuliles aux enckhres, tnesurcs de perception iudesoriptibles. On viole 
lommes, arraclie moustnoho aux liomines, force boiro 5 nu 0 litres d’eau. Un habitant 
"" ,rl sw,s C 0 U P S >«« onfant tnd dans bras imVe; Ilavotzazpr et environs 
Oil homines, femmes, enfants passent unit depuis six jours dans me. Nous nous 
uUressons aux Gmivernemeiits d’Europc civilise, et prions do mett.ru tin it eette situation 
mlcrnule, qui menace faire monrir faim, provoque emigration on masse, oblige pouple 
recounr revoke. Deinandotis suppression impdts arribres, respect lots pnvs, renvoi 
Uouvorneur incnmme. 


[16465] No. 63. 

Sir N. O’C'oiwr to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 21 .) 

(No. 27S.) 

Sir ' 

’ with * , , Constantinople, May 14, 1907. 

,1 , V I 11 . 1 reforenco to my destmtoli No. 23S of the 22nd ultimo, in which 1 reported 
hr ii m " Nis Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin for information respecting a 

• l..go Grotlie, wbo was travelling in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, I have tlm 
,;r! ur 0 s '. ate , tlmt , Sil ' Lhsoolles lias not liecn able io furnish mo with any very 
1 ecise particulars, lint that lie says that German financiers do not seem inclined to 
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sink capital in pioneer development of the oilfields, or to be taking any slops for 
prospecting m the regions in question. ” * ^ 

which he ha^rnmh 01 ! 10 ; ¥*&’*'* bis mission, like previous missions 

of any I firm.'" , ' n ^ “ ,l °'' '‘ ia 1110 * «>° 

I iiavc, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


[16413] No. 64 

(No 280 ) S " N ' n C °" 0r 10 Sir Kd "'"" 1 drey.—(Received May 21.) 
vS i i' 

r HAVE tho honour to forward herewith a despatch from llW Majesty’s Consul at 
Erzeroum, respecting the state of things in the Bitlis district, which funned lic s ddect 
also of my despatcl. No. 206 of the 5 th; ultimo. J 

1 iiavc, &e. 

(For tlie Ambassador), 

(Signed) J. A. C. TILLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 64 

(No. 21. Confidential.) ^ ^ ‘° ** K °' Cm,,r ' 

inate^T 15 ,'"! 0 i h °"°" r l0 - transmit 10 .'<><>■• Excellence hcrewritl'."’thf" of a 
MnfestvG Viel'nl T? TJ-lr' . fr0 "! }}'■ Snfrnstinn, Dragoman in charge of IBs 
-enend cnmifttai °"r i'| nt ° #t "'. lllcl ’’ nfter S lvi,1 g some further details ns to the 

Csftjf' 1 !? population (if that town consequent upon the recent earthquake, 
he Se ill rn ms nS f 10 W mcas,lres rt ’l' < d’—viz., the necessity of providing 

rccoi mSens o r° f Snb ?' slc '. ,ce ">c green-stuffs appear ami business 
•ill Z Z J. T reconstruction of the ruined houses j and tin- supply to the 

S ? ''' oxen, and seeil. Mr. Safrnstian will no doubt furnish „ further 

report ns to tile result ul tho distribution of Government relief, which, us your 
Excellency is aware, has begun since the date of his despatch above referred to 
„ Ml " ,er 'w to t ™" s " lit 1 ’our Excellency herewith an extract from 

a private letter from Mr Safrnstian, dated the 20th April last, giving some interestin'* 

he "mi'of 1,0 , ( 1 l Cctl i' s T 8 I ’, ,cferrud !° i" '"- v tolcgram to your Ivxeellency ol 

iilis n f rM f ' b » n *e month, ol Uleinics and Mqmilaian Notables in tho mosques al 
! f «•» P»nf* ol drawing up statomonts as to the prosperity of the province, and 
protesting against any alleged necessity for reform. I may perhaps add, in this 
Connection, and with reference to your Excellency’s despatch of the 5tli April hist 
inelosing ,v copy oi a telegram from tile “ Drosliak ’■ to ills Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Aflnirs that I have requested Mr. Safrastian to furnish me with l 

to hhl < (h<e'(W 0 , n ' 1 |' l>n °r ,| ‘° M on * h n,, . d l!ltlls distr ' 0 lx Of his vilayet, communicating 
to Inin the first portion ol the telegram in question, which appeared to me to refer more 
particularly to his district. I, have further, in accordance vvitli the recommendation 
contained in jour Excellency 8 despatch above referred to, directed him to exercise 
earel ill control over such miormntion us lie may obtain, and although no intimation 
cither from Juni or from any other source has reached me to the effect that another 
massacre was being contemplated in ids district, or that an organized agitation against 
tlie Government was in existence among the Kurds, I have requested him to inform me 
whether, m Ins opinion, there is any foundation for either of tho above statements 

As regards the references made by the telegram of tlie “ Drosl.uk " to this vilayet 
it IS trim that two Armenian girls wore abducted at Pckaritch some little time a-*o but 
owing to the prompt action taken on that occasion by the authorities, us reported to 
your Excellency m my despatch No. 11 of tlm 5th March lust, no complaints have since 
reached me ol a recurrence ot ,| lnl class of outrage. 1 have, further,.... knowledge 
whatever of any village in this vilayet having, as the telegram states, been Islamixed. 

J lie inhabitants of 1 ckariteh—which, 1 conclude, is tlie village referred to there beim* 

C1700J 2 “ 








no place called Bogoridj in the province—did, in consequence of the abduction of these 
two girls, threaten that’ they would go over in a body to Islam, but, ns 1 reported to 
your Excellency in my despatch No. 11 above referred to, this intention was abandoned, 
and nothing further has since been heard of the innttcr. It is perhaps scarcely 
necessary for me to add that no expression of fear of another massacre has reached me 
from any part of this vilayet. The condition of the Christians, however, in the district 
of Khinis, immediately bordering on the Eitlis Vilayet, is far from being satisfactory, 
and I am preparing a report on the subject, which I trust to forward to your Excellency 
in the course of a few days. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. S. Sill PI/E Y. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 01. 

Mr, Safrastian to Consul Shipley. 

gj r Bitlis, April 20, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 13th instant, I havo the honour to report 
that the Imperial olfcr of £T. 1,300 (not £ T. 1,000, ns reported before) is officially 
confirmed ; but the Government here docs not seom to move any step forward to relieve 
the people front the grip of the present horrors. . . 

The construction of wooden huts in every quarter proved absolutely useless, as 
nobodv went to live there, the huts being bare and bunco in deep mud. The llelic! 
Committee is doing nothing, and not much is to be expected from it at present. 

The American and German missionaries continue the relief, but very little is lell in 
their hands; they will be obliged to end it if they are not provided with further funds. 

No shock is felt for last two days. Many would return to their houses had not a 
severe shock occurred in the night of the Kith instant. In consequence of the heavy 
rains, other houses collapsed in the course of the week, killing a woman and a child. 

The best way of relieving the people, in my opinion, would be to enable them to 
live on relief for "a time, until the greens appear and the business recommences, til 
the town ns well ns in villages the reconstruction of the ruined houses is most important 
As to the villages, if the peasants are provided with ploughs, oxen, and seed, that will 
do to them a permanent good. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARSHAG S. SAERASTIAN. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 04. 

Mr. Safrastian to Consul Shipley. 

fFxtrnct'/) Billie, April 20, 1907. 

WITH reference to my private letter of the 6 th instant, I take the liberty ot 
adding that now it is understood other signatures were forged on the telegram 
addressed to the Grand Vidor. In Hie course of the last fortnight meetings ol l urkish 
clergy and Notables linvc taken place in the mosques tor drawing up reports as to the 
well-being and happiness of the country. The officials from whom 1 gather this news 
tell me that in the meetings it is discussed about The Haguo Conference, about the 
possibility of the Armenian question being raised there. 1 lie object ot the meetings is, 
therefore, to prepare “ inazhatas," and to prove that there is no need of reforms, the 
country being prosperous and rich. 


[16895] No. 05. 

Mr. Illock to Foreign Office. — (l{ncflyetl May 21.) 

Mv dear Hardingo, Constantinople, May 20, 1007. 

* 1 THINK the following succinct report on the proposed Panderma-bomu Kail way 
and account of wliat has recently tuken place with regard to the scheme will 
interest you:— 
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The proposed lino is to run from— 

(a.) Panderma, a port on the Marmora, via Bnlik-Ilissnr, to Sonia, the terminus 
of the Smyrna Magnesia Railway; the lino from Smyrna to Soma is 158 kilom. 

(/>.) From a point to he fixed later on the Panderma-Soma line to Broussa via 
Mihnlitch. 

(c.) Two branch lines, one to Kirmhsti, the other to Balia. 

In addition to these lines the “ Outlier des Charges ” includes a jiort at Panderma, at 
present only a preferential right.* 

The lengths of these lines are as follows:— 

(o.) Pandermn-Soma .. .. .. .. .. .. 200 

(b.) Pnndcrmn-Brouran (reckoned from BrouRsa to lire junction, from 20 to 

30 kilom. from I'nndcrnin) .. .. .. .. .. 01 

(r.) Kirnia-ti .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 35 

Balm .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 30 

total .. .. .. .. .. .. 365 

Ualik-IIitti-nr lo Patiderma is ,. .. .. ., 100 

Milmlitch to Brou.'Vt iit .. .. .. .. .. .. 02 


Privileges, mentioned in “ Cahicr des Charges 

The term of the proposed Concession is for ninety years. 

All rolling-stock, machinery, &c., tor the construction of the line to he free of 
duty. 

Coal, duty-free for fifteen years. 

Sleepers and all wood used in construction of line may be cut free from neigh¬ 
bouring lorests. 

The estimated cost of the line is 75,000 IV. per kilom. ; this figure does not 
include rolling-stock; as the sjiced limit is fixed at 50 kilom. per hour, the total 
estimated cost, including rolling-stock, is 85,000 fr. to 00,000 fr. per kilom, to which 
must he added the conceBsiommiro’s fees and Company charges :— 

Eblimnicd cost of railway, 3G5 kilom., at avoioge price of R8,0(M) fr. per Fr. 

kilom. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 32,120,000 

Cost of port, as described .. ., .. .. .. 3,500,000 

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. 35,620,000 

Con cession mure, promoters, &e. .. .. .. .. .. *1,380,000 

Grand total .. .. .. ., .. *10.000,000 

The receipts are estimated at 11,500 fr. per kilom. 

This estimate is made on actual existing traffic from exports from the Port of 
Panderma— 

Fr. 

Taking this ns a basis, it is estimated that the total receipts will be .. 1,197,500 

Working cx|mmi»c»— 

Taking as a basis jnil\vn\» already working in Turkey, it is intimated 
nt 1,000 fr. pi r kilom., or .. .. .. ’ ,. .. 1,160,000 

Net receipts .. .. .. .. .. 2,737,500 

1 am not in a position to check these figures. They are furnished by M. Bellot do 
L)hel, a French civil engineer, who Ims been endeavouring for years jwist to obtain the 
Concession. 

1 inclose herewith a Report (Inclosure 1) made by M. Lobel on the country 
through which the railway passes and a map (Inclosure 2).f 

f also annex a printed Report (Tnclosure 3)t written by M. Lobel in 1898, and a 
copy of a further Report written in 1901 (Inclosure 1). 

M. Lobel states that liis Concession has lieen approved by the Ministry of Public 
Works and the Council of State, as well as by the Council *»f Ministers, and that all 
that is now required is the sanction of the Sultan. 

• Tim comv.sHontiairo ban only nsked f**r preferential right for the l’<*rt of I’amlermn: ho is of the 
opinion that an iron landing-stage with iron Mu-vli i? piefurablu to incurring thu extra cost of quays and 
docks. 

t Not printed. 













It is at this point, however, that M. Lobel found himself unable to proceed. 

He was opposed by the Germans and by the Smyrna-Cassaba Railway Company. 
Both these groups were, he states, prepared to build the line with a kilometric 
guarantee. 

The French Ambassador was informed by the Sultan that the construction of the 
railway was abandoned for the moment, and, according to M. Lobel, the Smyrna- 
Cassaba Company, with Mr. Vitalis, who had been his competitor, no longer enjoyed the 
support of M. Con 8 tnns. 

It was at this juncture that M. Lobel, advised by his friends at the Palace, 
thought it indispensable to obtain British co-operation, as it was believed that, with 
the French and British Ambassadors working together, all opposition either on the part 
of the Germans or on the part of the Smyrna-Cassaba group could be overcome and 
the Sultan persuaded to grant the required hade. 

M. Bel let do Lobel, after seoing Mr. Arthur Baker, a Btitish merchant here, who 
is interested in industrial enterprise in this country and who has powerful frionds at 
Yikliz, addressed himself to me. 

M. Lobel’s reputation here, like that of most concession-hunters, is not of the best, 
and I preferred to seo the head of the group he represented. 

His group in Paris consists of— 

Fougcrrello Frdros, Rue do Chateaudun. 

Coinpagnie do Fives, Lille. 

Desouches, David et Cie. 

Tavernier, President of the “ Mdtropolitain.” 

The latter is President of the Syndicate, and, ns for ns I can ascertain, is a serious 
man of business. I made an appointment with him in Paris, and he assured me (1) 
that he had the support ol M. Pichon, and ( 2 ) that he would welcome English participa¬ 
tion in the enterprise on equal terms. 

1 regret to state that the English group, to whom the matter was submitted by 
Mr. Baker, lias refused to take the matter up. 

This is the present position ; I have no idea what M. Lobel now intends to do. 

It is hardly necessary for me to state that 1 have no pecuniary interest in the 
mutter whatsoever, as I have explained to Mr. Baker and to M. Tavernier. 1 was 
appealed to in order to assist in bringing the French and English groups into line. I 
believe that, together, the French and English would have succeeded in obtaining the 
('oncession, and I considered that it was an opportunity for English capitalists thus to 
participate in a Franco-Knglish enterprise. 1 failed, however, to do anything, and l 
presume that the English group, to whom Mr. Baker submitted the matter, was not 
satisfied with the prospects of the undertaking. 

I thought, however, that you would like to hear about it all, and have the above 
Report on the proposed line. Sir George Clarke also asked me for a short Report; 
perhaps you would communicate my letter to him. 

Yours ever, 

(Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 05. 

Report respecting the Advantages of a Railway between Brousse and Mi hat itch, having u 

Junction near Pandemia with the Pandcrma-Balikesscr-Soma Line (1)4 kilom.). 

ACTUELLEMENT le snndjiak et la villo do Brousse n'ont en fait de voio de 
communication utile quo le (malheureux) chemin de for it voie dtroite allant de Brousse 
villo it Moudaniu (Mor de Marmara). 

La ligno a uno longueur do 42 kilom. et ulioutit it Moudania it 300 metres de 
1 ‘dchello oil accostont les muhones, voiliers, petits bateaux, Ac. 

Le bateau ofluctuant le service hi- on tri-hebdomadaire entro Constantinople efc 
Moudanin, ost dans un dtnt pitovnble, et parcourt cc petit trajot d’environ 90 it 
100 kilom. en sept heures qimnd il fait beau temps—par une mor mauvniso, le temps ne 
compte plus, et quelquefois aim’s le voyage est reinis, it moins que le bateau ne reste en 
panne, ce qtii arrive nuelquefois. 

Ce service ofticiel appnrtient ii la Coinpagnie Ottomnne la Muhsoussd " dont tous 
les bateaux sont dans un etui ofVroyablo do vdtustd. 
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cin , u B ™"Z’ g . n \ n,leS V j llcsde 1 Em P iro Ottoman, villo imltmtrielle et commer¬ 
ce' ofS x'"' 1 "; ' I ’ roducllf « vavids, industries et agricoles, sont 

douc obliges de rester presquo complhtement Isolds sous tous lea rapports surtout 
^|pkgt.fautdc m qy 0 ns pratiques de eon,munition avee lores'ClUfe 

ment^ez implrtaKp^r C ' mrg ° r * 4 moills dWir 

•Les marehandises sc chargent it Moudania it l'dchelle, sur des mahoncs des 

da. s e Ta ™ie ;r iU M S 7"™"- , trn “ bordor le « x r ohaifament it bord dea grands bateaux 
dans la radc de Moudania si le chargement it prendre par ces grands bateaux est 

nople'soiilement **'??**““ I ,re, * ncnt ces “taw* marehandises a>f port do Constanti. 

Tontes ces mamitentions sont ti es ondreuses par suite de la multiplicity de ildpctises 
dreerses et auss, surtout par le ddchet, plus J moins grand suivM la nature 
marehandises, occasionnd par ces diverses mnnutentions. 

Bion entendu au flujet des marehandises importees dont le chiflYo est dgalement 
poin^%iSpSrt m6meS ° pdratl0ns 01,1 lieu en s "" s &>«#*» *wo Constantinople pour le 

Moudania n'est pas un port-e’est uno simple dehelle, tuiyai.t nueune installation 
en rapport avee 1 importance de son mouvement. Du reste, 1 installation dun port 
Moudania ne seriut pas compensdo par line augmentation do trade, Moudania n iivunt 
en eftet, do par sa situation memo, lien it csisirer on dehors des produits <le Brousse. 

Lt a cause de oette situation mime, Moudania ne pourrn jamais devenir uno tOto 
de ligno miportantc. 

I’m- suite do la configuration de cot immense hnssiii du Karassi on do Milmlitch. 
o.wl,d*L n n CSt °i p0rt t °J ‘ Cte . <k ‘ lig-na toute incliqude pour ilevenir l’entrepfit lies 
produits non soulemeiit de ce bussiu, man de touts la rdgion avoisinante 

Do chemin de for de Paiidemm-Soriin est le trait f union forcd obligutoiro entro 
binyrno—la deuxiinne ville de l’Empite—et la capitale. 

La ligno it etablir de Brousse it Mihalitch, avee j.mctioii il la ligno Pnndcrma-Somn 
est tics facile a construiro. 

Elle suivra la gnirnlo route qui e.viste entre Brousse et Mihalitch 

La rdgion tmversdo est trds fertile, trim cultivdo. L'dlevago du mouton s’v fait 
en grand. L mdustne y est piospdre et y produit des produits varids, et en qunntitd. 

.Mihalitch est une villa asses ititportante, centre d'mi commerce tris actif e’est en 
outre one villo tros mdustrielle en produits du pays 

De Brousse it Mihalitch la ligno aura environ fit- kilom. et do Mihalitch h la junc¬ 
tion la avee ligue l>anderma-So„.«.environ .12 kilom. Cetto jonctioi. ,levant avoir lieu it 
environ 20 it .10 kilom. do Pandernm, Brousse sera done per chemin de fer it une 
distance d environ 110 il 120 kilom. de Puilderina. 

Brousse so trouvora ainsi on rapport par chemin do fer avee Panderma, Balikcsser. 
Soma, Magnesia, Smyrnc, Ouehak, &o., par oonsdquent eu rapport avee les dhemius de 
fer du Cassaba et de lAnatohe. 

I ar 1 underma, Brousse sera en rapport journalier uvoc Constantinople, et cela en 
sept heures. ‘ 

Actuellement par Moudaniu, Brousse n’est en communication avee Constantinople 
quo deux on trois fins par semaine, suivant le saison en neuf it onze heures suivant le 
bateau, ot si le temps est mauvais, la durdo du trajet n> plus do limit©. 

La lmne BrouMc-Panderma a ddjit eu un trafic tres important, par le transport dea 
j in kIiu ts do la region traversee et par celui des marehandises d’importation, dont le 
Chiflre est important. 

Ce trujic augmenteni surement d'uno grande partie, sinon de la totality des 
prod tuts dirigts aetuellement par voie do Moudania, pred que le trafic par Panderma 
presentcra dea a vantages quo no pourrii jamais possdder Moudania. 

L’installution a Panderma suit du port, soifc d'uno dehelle par la Socidtd mdme du 
chemin de fer sera faite -sur la huso des dernieres prog ids ot perfectionnements modornes. 
I/.i nmnutention des marehandises so fera i\ pen do frais. 

L-s grands bateaux vonfc ddjit charger (tepuis longtemps i\ Pauderma, qui est sur le 
passage. 1 

l.ii creation <1 une dehelle ou d un port leur permottra d’accoster par n'importe quel 
tenips ail qiuu menu- du cbemm do for, do sorto quo 1 'dconomio des manutentions et dea 
deehets compcnseru les (|Uelqiies kilometres supjildmentaiies de chemin de fer it 
paieourir. 

[1709] o A 












90 


91 


En outre, Panderma est ddjit un march'd important qui ue fera que progresser 
aussitot le chemin de fer construit. 

II e.st inutile do s’dtendre davantage sur lea motifs qui militent en favour do la 
creation d’une voie ferrde outre Brousse et Panderma. La simple Enumeration de 
ouelcjues-unes des raisons les plus importantes qui vient d’en dtre faite, ddmontre assez- 
Lutihtd, pour no pas dire la ndcessitd, de ce chemin de fer. 

Le trafic actuel est largement sullisatit pour rdmundrer le capital qui y sera 
engagd, et cette rdmundration est appelde a auginenter trds sensiblement, c’est 
Certain. 

Dds le ddbut, cette ligne aura une recotto brute assurde par le trafic actuel d’au 
moiiis 11,000 fr. par kiloin., en tenant compte simplement des dldments actuels. 

Cette ligne est dgalemcnt une ligne stratdgiquc tres importante justcment it cause 
de sa jouction avec la ligne Panderma-Soma, laquellc se join dm avec les ligncs du 
“ Cassaba ” et de l’Anatolie par cette derniere. 

(Signd) BELLET uk LOBEL. 

Constantinople , 1901. 


[Inclosures 2 and 3 not printed.] 


Inclosure 4 in No. 05. 

Jlcpnrt Ini .V. de Label (dated 1901) respecting the Railway to Panderma and the 
Port of Panderma. 


Expose'. 

M. BELLET DE LOBEL vient d’obtenir par Iradd Impdrial en date du 
, la Concession, pour une durce de quatre-vingt-dix-neuf anndes, de la 
construction et de l’exploitation— 

1. D’un rdseau fend comprcnant les lignes suivantes:— 

(«.) Panderma (port sur la Marmara) par Balikesser it Soma, oh aura lieu lajonction 
avec la ligne Smyrno-Magndsio-Sonia, ddjit en exploitation et d’une longuour de 
158 kilom. ; 

(/».) D'un point it ddterminer sur la ligne Pandenna-Somu, inais it environ 20 kilom. 
it 30 kilom. de Pandorma Brousse, par Mihalitcb; 

(r.) De deux points it determiner entre In jonction Brousse et Balikesser sur la 
ligne Pandenna-Soma, deux embmnehements allant l’un it Kermasti, l’autre it Balia ; 

2. D'un |K>rfc it Panderma (sous forme, pour le moment, d’un droit absolu de 
preference, pom «les raisons speeifides plus loin). 

La longueur du rdseau fend est la suivante:— 

Kiioir. 

(a.) Pandorraft-Somn .. . .• t »• t • • , •• 

(4.) llrouw-Famlernm (coniplfc tit* Brounc »u point tie jc.nction over In li^ne 

Finnic rmn-Soma) .. .. .. •• •• •• D - * 

(r.) Emhrnuchenicnt Kcrmnui .. .. ■« • • • * 35 

V ■ .. Bulia. 80 

Total .. .. .. •• •• • •• 305 

La ville de Balikesser est it 106 kilom. environ de Panderma. La ville de Milmlitdi 
est it 62 kiloin. do Brousse. 

Le concession! mire a prdfdrd se reserve!' le droit do preference au lieu do 1 obligation 
do construire de suite le port de Pandemia, parce quo peut-etre conviendrait-il imeux ii 
la Socidtd (le construire tine grande dcholle mix environs do la ville ; dchelle avec tontes 
les commoditds d’un port, sans les ddsagrdments d’un port situe devant la ville 
entralnant it des truvaux suppldmontaires d’einbellissement do quais, &c. 

Le projet du concessiommire dtait de construire de prdfdrence it tout autre systdmo 
tics wharfs en for, ninsi que cola se pratique on Australia 

Le projot, primitivoiTient dtudid, dtait le mdnie, moifl la ligne de Brousse-Panderma 


n’en faisait pas partio, ndanmoins la rdgion du Vilayet do Brousse y figure it titro do 
renseignements compldmentaires. 

Au point de vue de conatmction et exploitation, la ligno Brousse-Panderma so trouvo 
dtre dans les mdmes conditions, sous tous les rapports, quo la premi&re partio de la ligne 
Panderma -Soma, e’est-it-diro Pandenna-Balikesser. 

En consdquence pour Pensemltle du projet tel que le coinportc la Concession 
accordde, il faut s’en tenir aux Etudes ti-jointes. 

Au rcste, le concessiommire s’engago it construire I’ensemble du rdseau au moyen 
d’une regie cointdresSde, it Urt prix maximum de 7:>,000 fr. par kilom., les economies 
sur ce prix devant dtre partagdes par moitid entre la Socidtd et le constructcur. 

Dans ce prix kilomdtriqiie sont comprises toutes les ddpenses de construction et 
fournitures sauf le materiel rouloilt, qui lui-mdme doit etre dvalud it 10,000 fr. ou 
12,000 fr. par kilom. au grand maximum. 

Le matdricl de luxe sera ties restraint et les vitesses obligatoires pour certains 
trains-postc no devront pas ddpasser 35 kilom. | l’lieure. Done, la dopense totale 
kilomdtrique sera de 85,000 fr. il 88,000 fr., & lnijiielle il y aura it ujouter l’apport du 
concessiommire et les frais de constitution de capital. 

Par suite de la construction de la ligne Brousse-Panderma, les recettes prdvuos it 
1’dtude du projet pour la ligne Panderma-Soma vont auginenter assez sensiblement, et 
surtout les recettes du port de Panderma. 

En rdsumd, actuellement le projet primitif ayaiit subi les modifications dnonedes 
ci-dcssus devient le suivant:— 

I.intios principalca .. 

Krobrnnohcnient* 

Total 


Construction ilu chemin de fer, 3C5 kilom., 88,000 fr. par kilom. 
Constnionon du port .. .. .. • • •• 

Total dec frais d’c-tablisscmi nt du chemin de fer ct du port .. 
Apport du concesMunmiire vt fmi* d’fim««ioii, .ipproxiuiativenierit, cn 
ehillVcs roads .. .. .. • • • • • • 

Total du capital environ .. .. .. • ♦ 


Erploitalion du Chemin de Fer. 

D’apriis les etudes sdrieusement faites, la recette brute par kilombtro (le hi totalitd 
du rdseau est une moyemic de 11,500 fr. 

Cette recotte est*actuellement acquisc par le seul trafic existant sans escompte do 
Pavenir. 

Done la recette totale pour le rdseau de 365 kilom. sera de -1,11)7,500 fr. 

Quant aux frais Sexploitation, bnsds sur des cbemins de for peu pres analogues 
en Tunpiie, ils seront par kilom. de -1.000 fr., soit pur 365 kilom. un total de 
1,460,000 fr. , . , 

L’exploitation de cette ligno sera ties facile; en outre lu service do vovageurs ne 
sera nuilenient un service de luxe, nmis plutot un service mixtc, les gros onvrages 
(Part faisant ddfaut sur ce rdseau ; le service de l’entretien sera ties peu ondreux. 

Bien entendu, ces 4,000 fr. do frais par kilom. sont bases sur les 11,500 fr. de 
recettes brutes. 


.. 300 

.. 365 

Fr. 

32.1-20.000 

3.500,000 

35,020,000 

4,380,000 

40,000,000 


Exploitation du Port. 

Quant au port, la recette brute sans les nnportR du la ligne Brousse-Panderma est 
ddih acquise par le trafic actuel a 160,000 fr., en mipposant mflme que pour attnvr 
duvuntage do trafic, on veuille rdduire les taxes au minimum, et par consd<iueiit rddmre 
ce total 0 au minimum extreme. Dans ce eas, il faut porter ce total des recettes it 
500,000 fr. avec les r.pports de la ligne do Brousse. 

[/exploitation de ce port construit d’unc faoon pmtinue cofttora neu de chose; 
l’entretien sum ties iusignifiant, car il ne s’uppliquera quit une grande jetde et au 
materiel. 
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Les frais Sexploitation soront de 150,000 fr.; il rcstcrn done un Wndfice assure de 
350,000 fr. 

Exploitation generate. 

Fr. 

Rccctto brute, totalo du chemin do fer .. ,, ,, 4 197 500 

»» v P° rt •• •• .. .. .. SOoioOG 

Totol •• .. .. .. .. .. t, 097,600 

Praia d'exploitation du chcmin de for .. .. .. 1460 000 

*• »» P° rt •• .. .. .. .. *15o]oo0 

Tolal •• .. .. .. .. .. 1 , 010,000 

Bf-nefice du chcmin de fer ., .. ., ,, # *2 737 500 

*f P ort • • .. .. .. .. .. *350]000 

To,nl •• •• •• .. .. .. 3,087,500 

Remuneration du Capital. 

Fr. 

Capital 6mU .. .. .. .. ,, 40.000,000 

Divista cn— 

Capital action)) .. .. .. .. .. .. 12,000,000 

„ obligations .. .. .. .. .. 28,000,000 

En appliquant G nour cent tie remuneration, pris sur les bdndficcs acquis, indiquds 
ci-dessus, au capital obligations, on obtient un total de 1,080,000 fr. b. diminuer do 
3,087,500 fr., total des benefices. 11 reste done pour les 12,000,000 fr. du capital 
actions un benefice de 1,407,500 fr., ce qui fait done une remuneration de 11*72 pour 
cent. 

Done, cette affaire so prdsonte des le debut dans des conditions excellentes, car ce 
resultat cst (lej:\ assure par le trafic existant rdellement; mais il est incontestable que, 
nieme au debut tie ('exploitation, ce trafic nugmentera considdrublement, ct dtant donnd 
la situation non seulement stratdgique au point de vue militaire, mais aussi au point do 
vuo commercial, de ce reseau ferre, ot on tenant compte de la marclie rdguliore et 
norm ale <1 line exploitation de chcmin de fer dans des regions analogues, il est incontest¬ 
able qu\m pent d’ores et dtSjit etre assure d’uno augmentation progressive du trafic, 
augmentation qui, au bout des cinq premieres anndes, atteindra certainement un tiers 
en plus, ce qui donnera done au capital actions une rdmundration de 18 pour cent 
au moins. 

ICn escomptant settlement une augmentation d'un tiers en plus dans les trafics au 
bout des cinq premieres amides, e’est un chiffre modosto, oar, grace it Sexploitation du 
port et de rdchollo de Panderma, qui est destine it devenir le veritable entrepGt d’uno 
grande partie, ct de la partie la plus riche de l’Asie Mineure, il est evident que ce 
chemin de fer assurera au capital actions uue rdmundration dnorme, et cela avant 
peu de temps. 

Avuntages mate'riels uccordes a la Concession. 

1. Durco de la Concession : uuatro-vingt-dix-nouf amides. 

2. Terrains appartenant a 1’ ft tat sent donnds gratuitement par l'Etafc pour 
rdtablisseinont du chemin de fer et de ses ddpendances. 

3. Le matdriel et les matdriaux, fors, houilles, machines, et autres ndeessaires au 
premier dtablissemcnt du chemin de fer et de ses ddpendances que le concossionnaire 
achetera dans 1'Empiro on qu’il fora venir de 1’dtratiger, soront exempts de tons droits de 
douane ; de mOmc le sol, funds et reveuus de chemin de fer no seront passibles d'uucun 
impdt. 

4. 11 ne sera por^u aucun droit do timbre sur les actions et obligations & dmottro 
p'iur la constitution des capitaux ndeessaires it la realisation de la Concession. 

5. La franchise douanifuv est accorddo pendant les quiuze premibres amides de 
l'exploitation pour les eliarbons a transporter de rdtranger. 

G. Les hois et eharpentrs ndeessaires il la construction ot roxploitation du cliemin 
do for ainsi qu’il son entretieu pourront dtre coupds gratuitement dans les fore to voisines 
appartenant it l'Etat, conformoment au roglemont y relatif. (La question des traverses 
est trds iinportnnte, car ce sera une dconomie dnorme.) 
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7. Le concessionnaire pourra exploiter les mines qu’il aura ddcouvertes dans un 
rayon de 20 kilom. de clmque cOtd do la voie en so conformant aux lois et rdglements 
y relatifs. (Totite la rdgion trnversdo par les chemins do fer en projet est d’uno trds 
grande ricbcsse en mines diverses.) 

En outre du projet ci-dessus, pour compldler uno exploitation parfaite du cbomin 
do fer ct du port, il sera trds utild d’dtablir un service journalier maritime ontro 
Constantinople et Panderma. Le trafic outre ces deux ports est. tr&a important, ot 
ce service sera trfcs largement rdmundrd. Il pennettra en outre d’cffectuer le trajofc do 
Constantinople il Smyrtie dans une journde. 

De Smyrne ?i Pandc-rma la distance sera de 36.0 kilom. Do Constantinople il 
Panderma elle est do 1)0 kilom. 

Comma conclusion il nssort tifes nettement que la inise en (uuvre do la Conclusion 
du Port de Panderma et du reseau ferre dont il vient d’etre piirle, est uno excellente 
affaire sous tons les rapports, et que le capital qui v sera engage aura une remuneration 
lnrgement assurde et preferable il une gurantie VdomdtiKjue, que le Gouverneinont 
Ottoman pent, il un moment donnd, so trouver dans l’impo*sibilitd absoluo de paver s’il 
y avait lieu, ce qui arrive dejil avec certaint*s lignes. 

Du reste, cette region est la plus riclie do 1’Asiu Mineure. Toutes les exploitations 
agricoles, minifies, industrielles, Ac., y soront ties ddvcloppdes, et un grand ayenir est 
idservd il cette region, le jour oil elle aura des moyens de communication assures j>our lo 
transport de ses produits. 

Nole suppldmcntaire . 

Le rdseau fend en projet est destind II desservir la contrde certainement la plus 
riche de l’Asie Mineure, et celle qui doime par kilomdtre earrd le plus do produits (de 
produits divers). 

En outre, aucuno autre rdgion de I'Asie Mineure ne produit autant de iniucrais 
divers et n’en exploite autant. 

De j>1 ns, auQiine des lignes en exploitation en Asie Mineure n'a lfimportanco com- 
merciale (le la ligne Panderma -Soma, destince il rolier Smyrne il Constantinople par le 
trajet le plus court et le plus direct. 

Pavmi les lignes ?i pen prfcs analogues en Asie Mineure, mais n’ayunt pas l’irnportaiice 
stratdgique et commereinlc de la ligne Pander 1 n a-Soma , et ne traversant pas des contrdes 
fournissant autant de produits, il faut citer: 

Smyrne-Magndsie-Soma et Magudsie Alacbeliir, formant ce qu’ou appclle l'aucien 
Cass aba, d'uno longueur totale de 250 kilom. en exploitation depuis tres longtemps. 
Ce reseau ne possude pas de gurantie kiloindtrique. Ses recettes brutes moyennes 
varient suivant l’abondance des rdcoltes cut re 11,000 IV. ot 17,000 fr. par kilometre. 

Le maximum do recettes brutes kilomdtriques atteint par ce reseau a dtd de 
24,800 fr. 

C’est il ce reseau quo doit etre rclid ii Soma la ligne Panderma-Soma. 

L’Aidifi Railway, appaiteiiant il une Socidtd Angl&isc, forumnt un reseau de 
51G kilom., dont la ligne prinoipale est Smyrne--.\idm-D’mer, traversant une eoutrde 
esscntiellement et seulement agricqle, mais moins riclie assurdnient (jue le Karassi, 
traverse par le Pandcrma-Soma, nc possbde non plus aucuno gurantie, et cepondant ses 
recettes brutes kilomdtriques so sent toujoins inaiiiteauesdans uno inoyenne do 11,000 fr. 
il 12,000 fr., lo maximum a dtd de 10,000 fr. 

Pat ini les lignes nyaiifc une gurantie kiloindtrique, mais avec une formulo telle que 
la Socidtd a tout intdret il empeeber le ddvelopjiement do son exploitation ufin d'evitor 
les frais et par consdquent obtenir un beudiico plus important, il faut citer la ligne 
Allcmaude Haidar Paelia k Angora, d’uno longueur dt* 577 kilom. Malgrd tons les 
etfoitsde la Socidtd pour empeeber le ddvelopjiement de lVxploitation, la reeette brute 
inoyenne par kilometre est de 10,S00 IV., avec un maximum qui atteint. 17,000 a 18,000 fr. 
Si cette ligne n’avait jwis do gurantie, sa reeette brute moveuiio atteindrait certainement 
15,000 fr. 

Dans toutes les recettes d -nt il vient d’etre parld, lie sent pa8 compris les transports 
militaircB donnant dgab iiient un cbilfre important de recettes. 

Le coilt moyen kiloindtrique de ces clioiniiiH de fer construits et exploitds est 
d'environ 185,000 fr. (capital nominal). 

Ces lignes travevsent, il est vrui, sur prosque toute la longueur de lours parcours des 
rdgions d'acces dillicile au point do vue des travaux et approvisionneinent <le matdriaux, 
et de plus, elle.s out dtd les premidres construites en Asie Mineure. 
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En outre, ces lignes ont 6t6 construites par des Socidtds dont (organisation 
financidre dtoit telle qu’elle no lour permettait pas des bdncfices totaux infdrieurs d. 
•10, 50, et tneme 00 pour cent, sane quo ces chi fires puisseut paraitre exagdrds ; bdndfices 
i partager entre les conccssionnaires et lours associds, les Syndicate financiers et leurs 
promotenrs, les entrepreneurs gdndraux, et leurs sous-entrepreneurs, les grands four* 
nissems du materiel, &c. 

Pour la construction et la mise en exploitation du rdseau Panderma, il faudra done 
profiter de 1 experience acquise par l’dtude dc la ddfectuositd des moyens employes pour 
les lignes dont il vient d’etre parld. 

L* moyenne maxima kilomdtrique de ddpenses d'exploitation de ces lignes ci-dessus 
ddsigndes est de -1,000 fr. 

(Signd) PELLET dk LOBEL. 

Constantinople , 1901. 


[17112] No. 00. 

Sir .V. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mail 27.) 

(No. 297.) 

Sir, ^ Constantinople , May 22, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 238 and 278 of the 22ml ultimo and 
14th instant, respectively, relative to the mission of the German traveller, I)r. Hugo 
Gr.ithe, to Mesopotamia. I have the honour to transmit, herewith, an extract from the 
Report of the British Consular Agent at Mosul to His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Bagdad, respecting the arrival and proceedings of this gentleman at the former place. 

It would appear that Dr. Grothc is greatly interested in the introduction of oil 
pumps for irrigation purposes into Mesopotamia and used his best efforts to induce 
the population of Mosul to order some German pumps, as well as German agricultural 
machinery. 

His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bagdad had frequently reported direct to the 
Board of Trade and through this Embassy to the Foreign Ollice, the demand there is 
for such oil pumps at Bagdad and in the surrounding districts ami has dwelt on the 
opportunities which might be opened to British trade, were a smart agent, assisted by 
one or more skilled mechanics, sent ont by some influential British firm to introduce a 
suitable class of pump into the country. 

I hope that some British manufacturer will think it worth while to do this and 
forestall German competition in what may prove in the future to he a very valuable 
branch of trade. 

In a subsequent despatch, Major Ramsay reports Dr. Grothe’s arrival at Bagdad 
from Mosul, lie describes himself as a geographer and cthnographist. 

He appears to have travelled considerably in the north of Africa and in the north 
of Turkey in Asia. It seems that he has lately been making an extended tour in the 
Anti-Taurus mountains, and that his intention is to visit the Bakhtiari country as soon 
as lie leaves Bagdad. 

Dr. Grothe further informed Major Ramsay that lie had visited Ibrahim Pasha, the 
well-known Hamidieh Chief, at Deir on the Euphrates. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOlt. 


Iuclosure in No. 66. 

Sim rod Rassam to Consul-General Newmarch. 

(So. 13.) 

(Translation.) 

(Extract.) Mosul, April I, 1907. 

IN continuation of my letter No. 9 dated the 28th ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that the German liavcllcr who has recently come to Mosul is one of the members 
of the German Board of Trade and Agriculture. His name is Dr. Hugo Grothe. He 
has inquired into all the goods that are imported and exported from Mosul. Ills sole 
idea is to induce the people to import agricultural instruments and oil pumps for the 
irrigation of lands ami gardens. It appears, according to rumours, that ho has written 
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to one of the German firms asking them to send a pump with an engineer to work 
it, so that if any opening could be secured a great number would be imported. The 
people do not venture to order these machines without experience of them anil for 
fear of breakdowns. But if an engineer would conic and the machine prove to draw 
enough water, then the people would be willing to import probably over 100 for Mosul 
and its neighbourhood, not tnking into Account the Lcvos, the Kazan, and the Nahias. 


[17483] No. 67. 

Eitract of Letter by the General Mnnuyer of the Smyrna Aiden Hallway .— 

(Communicated by Lord Rathmorc, May 29.) 

May 38, 1907. 

BRIGANDAGE. I regret to say that M. Van Keemstm, a Dutch subject and 
son-in-law to Mr. Richard Whittnll, lias been taken oil hv brigands at Djumovassi. 
lie owns some properties at Djumovassi and Tourbali wliicli lie farms himself, and 
has been gradually introducing European methods of farming there. 

Continued nets of brigandage have rendered the country so unsafe that owners of 
property among Turks and Rayahs have to a large extent come to live in Smyrna, but 
the present is the first, case for many years where a European lias been taken in our 
district. 

This state of affaire is extremely prejudicial to the Company’s interests, and l 
find it is the opinion among all classes except the official Turk that conditions 
generally under which we work here are steadily tending from bad to worse. 


[17603J No. 68. 

Sir iV. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 30.) 

(No. 71.). 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 30, 1007. 

ills Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van reports that the vilayet is tranquil and that 
the condition of alTairs and the Vali’s conduct have greatly improved as a result of my 
efforts. 

For the information of the Grand Vizier, Captain Dickson is forwarding proof of 
illegal action on the part of the authorities hy post. 


[17997] No. (19. 

Sir iV. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—l Received done 3.) 

(No. 304.) 

Sir, Constantinople, May 27, 1007. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 270 of the 7th instant. I have itie honour to 
forward herewith a communication from tin. Sublime Porto, giving the official version 
of tile engagement between Turkish troops and Armenian revolutionaries at the 
monastery of Akhtamnr, in the Vilayet of Van. 

1 have, Stc. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOlt. 


Inclosuro in No. 09. 

i\ote by Sublime Porte.—(Communicated to liritUh, French, und Russian Embassies, 
May 23, 1907.) 

UN ddtachomont militaire emlrarqud dans les caiques fut expddie le 17 (30) 
Avril, 1007, poor capturer les ngitatours Armdnicns qui s'ctnionl I'ortifWs dans I'llo 
d’Akhtninnr. S’tftnut appmche du rivnge, le ddtachoment fut aeeueilli par des coups 
de fusil, qui hlcssiu'ont deux soldats. 

I.a troupe expeditimmaire renouvela sa tentative le lendomain, et malgiv la re¬ 
sistance des perturhateurs qui tirniont sur cllc commit la veillo, rdussit it ddhnrqucr dans 
Pile. Mais n'nyant pu, it eauso do Tiipprooho de in nuit et do I'esearpement du lieu, 
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attaqucr immddintement lcs brigands, ccux-ci parviiircnt, it la favour de l'obscuritd it 
8 ecliappcr sur des barques, par lc vereant oppose do l’ilc. 

Cepcndant, las bandits avaiont pris soin avant leur ddpart de briser une croix. 
d cnlovcr divers objets pieux de l'dglise et dc les disporsor sur difT<$ rents points dc l’lie 
Ilest manifesto qu cn agissant ainsi leur but a dtd d'imputcr cos notes aux troupe 
Itnpenales et de Fourmr mature it des accusations contre elles. 

Or, il esf dtabli do fait., quo lors de 1’entree des soldats Ottomans dans l’il 


, T - ’---.' u"“ 1 «■ soimus uttomans dans l’lle il a <5tc 

dresse un precis-verbal cn rbglo constatant quo les dits objets ont did dispersds par les 
perturbatcurs cn question et qu’ils ont dte rccueillis ct remis iutdgralemcnt aux prdtres 
Armdmens par les soldats. ' 1 

Lc ddtacbcment inilitairo cst rctournd ii Van lo 21 Avril, 1322, muni de divers 
proccs-vrrbaux contro-signds par lc prdtre ct les desservants de I’Eglise Armdnienne. 

Il uppers c airemcnt de ces documents officicls qu'avant l’entrec des soldats 
Impdriaux dans 1 tie d Akhtamnr, le dit prdtre ayant cssavd d'adresser quelques sages 
exhortations aux agituteurs qui voulnient disperser lcs objets pieux et briser la eroix 
ceux-d non tinrent aucun compto et lui rdpondirent qu’il fallait ngir ainsi pour 
diserdditor les soldats. ° 1 

Cette rdponso prouvo surabondamincnt l’intontion malveillantc nui a dietd la 
conduite crunincllo des bandits ct sutlit a el lc settle pour dditier sur la valour des im¬ 
putations auxquollos nos ddtracteurs ne manqueraieut pas de so porter contre noils cn 
prcnnnt textc du rocit ddnaturd dc l’ineident dont il s’agit. 

Lcs nutorites militaircs ont etd mises en possession du dossier do l’affnire et pre¬ 
cedent inccssammont it la rcclicrche des individus qui rccMent los agitoteum en 
question. ° 


[18007] No. 70. 

Sir N. O'Conor lo Sir Edward Gres .—(Received June 3.1 

(No. 81p) 

kir, Constantinople, May 28, 1907. 

I II AVIs forwarded to 11 is Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, for bis observations, tho 
telegram respecting (lie Armenian population of the Province of Van which was 
inclosed in your despatch No. 183 of the 21st instant. 

In his Report for the quarter ended the 31st March last, Captain Dickson informed 
me that the Vali was acting with severity, but apparently not illegally, and was doiim 
bis best in difficult circumstances to replenish an empty Treasury. 

Captain Dickson and his French colleague have both spoken to the Vali, and 
their representations seemed to have bad the effect of producing rather more leniency in 
the collection of taxes, and the Vali was ready to abandon tile praotico of allowing the 
Zaptiehs engaged in tax-gathering to live on the people. 

The Vali was also intending to collect taxes more regularly from the Kurds. 

When Captain Dickson next wrote, which was on the 28th ultimo, lie reported 
that the Vali was collecting arrears of taxes with great severity and in a quite illegal 
mnnncr, as the arrears for several years were collected at once; in many eases oxen for 
ploughing, seed, corn, beds, cooking utensils, etc., bad been sold, and in some places 
fruit-trees cut down and sold. 

Ufa lloports therefore bear out some of (be statements made in the telegram 
addressed to tho Droschnk, although lie does not allude to the personal outrages there 
mentioned. 

1 drew the Grand Vizier's attention to Captain Dickson’s Reports, a precis of which 
1 caused to be communicated to his Highness, and was assured that an inquiry would 
he made and the result communicated io me, wliilo in the meantime the Vali would be 
instructed by telegraph to he moderate in bis collection of arrears and to be careful 
not to exceed the stipulations of the Regulations respecting collection of arrears of 
taxes, and not in any case to proceed '» such a manner as to impoverish the people. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 
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[18009] No. 71. 

Sir .V. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 3.) 

(No. 316.) 

®‘ r ’ ,,, T , rrr ■ Constantinople, May 28, 1907. 

"Hit reference to my telegram No. 42 of the 17th March, I have the honour to 
report that Representatives of the Negus of Abyssinia have recently again visited 
Constantinople with a view to reopening the discussion as the ownership of the Deir- 
us-Sultan Monastery. 

They were, however, refused an audicnco at tho Palace, and though they appear 
to have paid a visit to the l’orte they were clearly and emphatically informed by tho 
Grand \ i/.ier that the question had been finally disposed of last year and could not 
possibly be reopened, even if they were qualified lo treat, as to which be had no 
information. 

'I he Abyssinian llepreseidatives accordingly left after a very short stay in this city. 
I am sending a copy of this despatch to Sir Eldon (hirst, 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


[18078] No. 72. 

Mr. Curtirriijht to Sir Edward Grey.- (Received June 3.) 

(No. 56.) 

8ir, _ t Munich, June I, 1907. 

A LITTLE while ago Sir Frank Lnsecllcs asked me whether 1 could procure for 
him some information with regard lo a certain Dr. Hugo Cirothc, of Munich, who was 
reported to be travelling about ill the neighbourhood of llngdad, and who was suspected 
of being engaged in prospecting for petroleum. Tho information which I was able to 
procure for Sir Frank l.aseelles was of a very meagre character, as nearly every 
inquiry 1 made of Gormans with regard to a subject touching Bagdad was ’met by 
evasive replies, but I now note in the “ Frankfort Gazette ” of a few days ftiyo some 
information respecting this gentleman and bis movements which if may lie worth 
while to report to you. 

This newspaper says that Dr. Grathe left, in July last for Asia Minor, and that be 
was sent there on a mission, but by whom the papor’does not state. The Doctor, after 
visiting many places in Asia Minor, reached llngdad by way of 1'rfn, lie is reported 
to have been very well received by Ibrahim Pasha, who is described us the powerful 
and intelligent Chief of a tribe of the Kurds (“ Millikunlen”), and to have spent a 
certain time in his camp. Dr. Grothe, with the assistance of lhrahum Pasha, anil 
accompanied by one of bis trusted men, followed the route from HarrAti to the 
Abdulasis Range, passing through difficult country, which it is said has not yet been 
visited by Europeans. The “ Frankfort Gazette" asserts that, from the reports’received 
from I Jr. Grothe, the plains of llnrrctn, through which tin- Bagdad Railway will 
eventually pass, will become- when the line is constructed—the granary of that part 
of the world. Most glowing reports are also given by that gentleman as to the 
prospects of Mesopotamia when the llngdad Railway shall have been constructed, and 
when agriculture again begins to get the upper hand over nomadic life. 

Dr. Grothe reports very favourably as regards German activity in those parts, and 
lie states that lie found 23 German settlers at Marasli, IS at, Aleppo, 17 at Urfa. 30 at 
Mosereh, near Kharpul, 11 at Bagdad, 3 at Diarhekir. 2 at Mush, I at Wan, 4atMossul, 
4 at Assur, 4 at Babylon, and 8 at Bnssornh. At Marasli, l.'rfa, and Diarlu-kir there 
appear to be German hospitals with German doctors, wliodoa great deal of good work, 
especially among the Mussulman population. Dr. Grothe points out the necessity of 
also establishing German hospitals at Mossul and Bagdad, as they would greatly help 
to spread German influence in those regions; ns yet Germany's ’influence- cannot he 
compared to that exercised by certain other foreign nations 'll the German Bagdiul 
Railway scheme is to become a real means for placing German intluenee in a dominant 
position in Asia Minor, she must exert herself more than she has done of late, as 
other nations are ahead of her already, and will do all in their power to resist the 
advance of German influence; already the United Stales, France, and Great Britain 
exert widespread influence through their missions and schools in the Bagdad district, 
and in Asia Minor generally. At Mossul, Bagdad,and Bussorab the French Dominicans 
[1709] 2 C 
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tmd Carmelites arc struggling hard to maintain the supremacy of French among tho 
foreign languages spoken by the native population. Every year these monks teach 
their language to at least 500 children, and when one considers that this has been 
going on for many years, one cannot help recognizing that this process must have a 
considerable political influence in that part of the world. Germany sufFcrs from want 
of money to propagate her language, and she cannot compete with American, British, 
and French Missionary Societies, who are continually receiving large legacies from 
pious benefactors. Dr. Grothe adds that another weapon of French influence in 
Bagdad is the “Alliance Israelite,” who have brought up some 50,000 to 00,000 Jewish 
children in the Bagdad district in the knowledge of the French language. 

The Doctor reports that the establishment of a German line of steamers to the 
Persian Gulf and to Bussorah has proved of great advantage to German trade in those 
parts, and lie shows how inadequate is the present steamer traffic on the Tigris for 
coping with the growing trade in Mesopotamia. It would almost seem as if he 
intended to suggest that Germany should use her commanding position at 
Constantinople to endeavour to obtain a concession for herself to run steamers on the 
Tigris in the general interests of trade, and he notes that the Turkish officials at 
Bagdad are most fricndlily disposed towards Germany, and desirous of increasing the 
prosperity of those provinces. 

The “ Frankfort Gazette ” asserts that Dr. Grothe will travel through the southern 
parts of Persia, and finally find his way to Tehran, hut no allusion is made to his being 
the representative of any German firms interested in the petroleum trade, or that he 
is on his own initiative prospecting for oil. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FAIRFAX L. CARTWRIGHT 


[19001] No. 73. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 

(No. o27.) 

Sir, Constantinople, June 4, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, according to news which has reached me,and 
which is now circulating in the city, heavy fighting has recently taken place in the 
Yemen, and a foree of six battalions of Turkish regular troops, under the command of 
Youssouf l’aslia, have been badly beaten by the insurgents. The troops are said to 
have fled to Sanaa, where they mutinied, and last night a rumour was current at the 
Ministry of War that Sanaa had been taken. 

Zivcr Bey, Yuli of Trebizond, has, according to the samo report, received urgent 
orders to come to Constantinople with a view to his being sent to the Yemen. 

The fact of Zivcr Bey having received such orders has also been reported by the 
Acting British Consul at Trebizond, who stated that the Vali would leave on the 
1st instant, and that it was supposed that lie was to be given office at Constantinople. 

The Porte, however, and even the Grand Vizier, disclaimed any knowledge of 
Zivcr Bey's destination. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


[19002] No. 74. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received June 10.) 

(No. 328.) 

Sir, Constantinople , June 4, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 522, Confidential, of the 31st July of last 
year, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from llis Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Smyrna, and of its inolosurcs, on the subject of the continuance of 
brigandage in the Vilayet of Aidin. 

Mr. Cumberbateh incloses copy of an identical report which has been addressed 
by all the Members of the Consular Corps at Smyrna to their respective Missions at 
Constantinople, indicating the special measures which, in their opinion, are necessary 
to exterminate tin* evil, lie also incloses a copy of n Memorandum communicated 
confidentially by the Manager of the Smyrna-Aidin Railway, showing the number of 
cases of brigandage which have occurred during the past and the present year in tho 
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neighbourhood of the railway. The most important of these is the recent capture of 
a Dutch subject at only an hour’s distance by rail from Smyrna, who was detained 
hv the brigands until a ransom of 0,000/. was paid bv his friends and relatives in 
Smyrna. 

I caused the purport of Mr. Cu&berbatch’s despatch to lie communicated on the 
1st instant to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and to the Grand Vizier. I found that 
they were already in possession, through flic Vali, of the recommendations made by 
the Consular Corps in Smyrna, and the Grand Vizier stated tlmt the necessity for 
faking some special measures for the repression of brigandage in that district had 
again, for some days past, formed tho subject of serious deliberation, as a result of 
which it had been decided to call out 000 men of the “ Ihtiat ” or first-class reserves 
who would he specially told off for this service. Two steamers, one of which had 
been borrowed from the Tobacco Rdgie, would he used to patrol tin* coast, and strict 
injunctions were being sent to the Vali to take efficient steps to put an end to the 
state of things complained of in concert with the military and naval authorities. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’COXOH. 


In closure 1 in No. 74. 

Consul-General Cumberbateh to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 24.) 

Slr> ,„ T ,„ TT „ Smyrna, May 28, 1007. 

Will! reference fo my despatch No. 153 of the lOtli .Tulv, 1000, on the subject of 
brigandage in Smyrna district, [ have Iho honour to forward herewith conv'nf an 
identical Itoport which is being addressed by all the Members of the Consular c ,rps 
at Smyrna to their respective Missions at Constantinople. 

For your Excellency’s further information I beg leave to inclose copy of a report 
which has been confidentially furnished by Mr. Barfield to show the cases of brigan¬ 
dage that have occurred in the immediate vicinity of the Smyrna Aidin Railway abmo 
since the date of my last report. This list by no means represents tho total number 
ol eases, many of which are never beard of at Smyrna; but it is sufficient to show 
that practically little or no headway lias been made in the repression of the bands of 
brigands. 

At the present moment, in addition to the band of the notorious Chief, Tchakirdji 
Mclimct, in the vicinity of Meins, whence new stories of bis daring exploits roach 
Smyrna almost daily, there is a band close by in tho; mountains overlooking the village 
ol Boninatort where the greatest uneasiness consequently exists, and another band 
A\as reported last week as having iunded in the neighbourhood of Seala Nuova, and 
was last heard of in the vicinity of Sokia. 

From Dikili too news lias recently arrived of a band of brigands in the Pcrgainos 
district, which lias always been one of their favourite hunting grounds. 

1 beg leave to add that, as Doyen or Hie Consular Corps, I am to-day informing 
tin* Governor-General of the contents of our identical report, and 1 shall’ urge upon 
bis Excellency the necessity of immediate precautions against a descent upon either 
Bonmatort or Bondjali, where most of the leading British residents live. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) II. A. CCMBEliBATCH. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 74. 

Identic Report on State of Insecurity in the .lidin Vilayet. 

Hl-.S Ropresontanls lies Puissances etrnngtVes a Smyrno se voient dans la 
necessity d’appelor l’attriitiou dc leurs Missions rcspeutivi s sur l’etat d’insecuritc de ee 
vilayet. 

Cette situation semblc on ofTet presenter aujourd'lmi de plus grands dangers quo 
par le passd. 

Ee famcu.v chef do bolide Tchnkii'dgi n’a pu etre nrivte jusqu’a present, mulgre les 
incsurcs speeiales prises centre lui. 11 cst toujours intnmvnblc ct terrorise les popula¬ 
tions. D’apivs <les informations de bonne source, de nouvcllcs baudes se Torment 
aetuellemcnt, dont quelques-unes aux partes de la villo. Mais uu fait a surtout 
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4motionn<S CCS dcnncrs jours lcs colonies dtrangiSres. Depuis ouclnues nnn&s les 
strangers n'nva.cnt etc aucunement inquidte par lcs brigands, rnl ilyaonviron uno 
semamo one bande composde non pa, dcs M&nts babitucls ’dcs monta-ncs mais do 
mauvnis garncments do la v.llo mfime ct dcs alcntours, a capture'- un suict Holhnda s 
aux environ, dc ses propr,6t<SsA unc heurc du Cbemin do For do Smyrna ct l’a cmn end 
sur la montagne. lWcn est fallu quo lo Consul d’Amdrlquc, 
dans le memo endro.t pour dcs affaires, n'ait did dgalement enlevd. A la su ™ dcs 
pom-parlcrs^ongages diroctoment nveo les brigands par la famillo du capturd cclui d 
%T0jm!' 6 aP “ S Pal ° mCnt ‘ C * Sommo inW i? ral ° demandcc pour sa ran 9 on, suit 
som,), ? nt ddmontrerquo les mesui-cs prises jusqu'it prdsent no sont pas 

aiatSfSWfc 

Us mem,, |' ( ’ s du Corps Consulairo do Smyrno exprimont 1’avis unanime «tu> do 
inesme.s exceptioiinclhrs trds rigourcuscs devrnient etre prises pour cn raycr le mal ct 

... l«r lit 

rt 7 0p % prc ^ wit *“ r lui tou '« la responsabilitd elu'servl'e lie 
mlilairesdu vi'lm't 1 CeGdmS , t0Ut . a lait "'ddpe-ndante dcs autoritds civiles ct 

tout leant du sujot Hollamlnia susmentionnd. * 8 

-- W5C.2 ns tx&zttzxss 'ssjs 
*»— v»i— %j»sss 

Les membivs du Corps Consulairo do Sinyruq prient lours Missions resnectives do 
ouluir bioii, on apjKdant 1 attention du Gouvcrncment Imperial surco qui inve&lo lui 

“W 1 " 1 ^ 1 !' 1 .. «'••* mosurcs oi-dessus nrontioundis. 11s " 0 !,!^', cn mdmo 

t<mp., ectte occasion pour rccomnmndcr quo les mesons pour In rdor"ani«ation d» 
guiidarmeno du vilayet soioni hftt&S ct completesau.ant quop^lbkf “ 
Smprne, It 27 Mal, 1907. 


ludosure 3 in No. 71, 
Jtcporl bp Mr. UnrfiM. 


Djcmovntisi. 

bri-Mhds "iTr'l.’ss.TlVo ' Vi,!i carriuJ 1,1 lh,! n«*«ntains by a band of six 

(lu llused on the 23rd May on payment of ransom of £ T. 0,000.) 


Tourbali. 

Arnat?KS^ 00 ‘ : iSfci“"W mountnill(i by brigands under 

they murdered liiin. ‘ k " ra ?*° m ° u 111,ras; “ s ‘ ll13 «as not forthcoming 

farms." 0 " ° f * Mi J 5 an ds murdered a peasant uf Moubashi, village of the Imperial 
Ortoter.—Kwlja Hemet murdered two peasants of Karalcizbir. 
farms." 0 mS *° f nSam! " mur<to ^' tl '"» of Soubaslti, village of the Imperial 
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Odemish. 

August 1900.—Indjc Mchmctwho had given the oath of submission, but continued 
to commit crimes, was killed at Bodomia with four of bis followers by a body of 
soldiers. Officer Ismail Agba was also killed, and another officer wounded. 

Brigand lvavali killed Sechoglou and ransomed Hadji Ousein. 

September. —Kavali murdered three peasants of Kclcs. 

October. —Kavali murdered one woman of Kclcs. 

Ghakirdji M eh met murdered eighteen peasants of Kclcs. 

Kavali ransomed for £ T. 300 Mnfaza’s son at Kelcs. 

January 1907.—Kavali killed six peasants at Isaila. 

Chnkirdji Mehniet murdered four members of a family, and he killed one of the 
gendarmes who were pursuing him. 

March. —Chakirdji Mehniet murdered six persons. 

Karatounar, 

September 1906. --A hand of brigands carried away the child of Ali Bey of the 
village of Omarheyli and obliged him to pay a ransom of £ T. 1,000. 

•Same hand at the same place carried away Djandji Ali and obliged him to pav a 
ranson of £ T. 200. 

December. —Albali brigand forced a house of Timiudjiler village and murdered a 
man and wounded a woman. 

Seven brigands murdered a man at Koudousli village. 

Four brigands forced the door of a mill at Omarheyli, robbed the money and 
clothing they found, and wounded the owner. Four other brigands forced the door of 
another mill at the same place, robbed everything they found, wounded the owner, 
and murdered his assistant. 

Ileybeyli Sut, two Turks forced the door of the station-porter’s room and 
threatened his family. 

At Lohasi village there was a brigand named Ayan who robbed all passengers 
going on foot to Cotzarli. 

Aidin. 

November 1900.—Chakirdji Mehniet encountered thirty gendarmes and some 
villagers. Killed three gendarmes and five villagers. 

Brigand Clmlik Housscin was besieged in a house; he managed to kill two and 
wounded three men of the Imperial troops. 

Kiosk. 

September 1900.—Seven brigands wore to surrender ; arriving at the Konak, they 
were asked to give up their rifles. They refused, fired a volley, shot a eoldji and 
wounded a Tchaoush. 

October. —Thieves forced a house of a cortain Uajji Moustafa and robbed him. 

March 1907 —Brigands ransomed for 20 liras a certain Codja Ahim. Two days 
after the same brigands ransomed different peasants and took JOT. 100. 

April. —Chakirdji Mehniet murdered thredpeasants and burnt a house; two days 
after he mot with soldiers and shot one and wounded two of them ; one of the brigands 
was also wounded. 

Nazli. 

September 1900.— I.. Meinaroglou and his brother were captured by brigands 
from llorsourlu Stu; the brother was released after ten minutes. They too from 
L. Meinaroglou as ransom .C T. 300. 

April 1907.—Chakirdji Mohmct killed at Sinexiler village two women aud 
wounded n man. 

May. —Brigands (thieves) entered the house of A. Meinarglou at Nazli and stole 
£ T. 350 and jewels. 

Brigands carried from Tnbak Derd a rich Turk, lie is still with them as he has 
not yet paid the £T. COO they asked ns ransom. 
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[19765] No. 75. 

Telegraphic Message from Russian Government to Count Benckcndorff.—(Communicated 
by Count Bcnckendorffi, June 15, 1907.) 

EN vuc d’dtnt do choses trouble ct inquidtant dans les locality Turques 
avoisinant lo Caucasc, il nous pnrattrait utile quo situation soit dtudiec par Consuls 
d’Angleterre ct dc France, d’Erzcroum, Bitlis, ct Van, conjointement nvee les nOtrcs. 
Le Gouvernement Imperial scrait trfts rcconnaissant an Gouvcrncmcnt Britanniquc si 
VAmbassadcur d’Angleterre & Constantinople dtait muni destructions h cet olTct. 


[19797] No. 76. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir lid ward Grey.—(Received June 15.) 

(No. 74.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 15, 1007. 

1 HAVE received the following telegraphic, information from the Consular officer 
at Hodcidah to-day:— 

“The Director of Telegraphs at Sanaa has made an urgent appeal for British 
intervention owing to 100 mutinous officers having seized the telegraph office; the 
latter have telegraphed their grievances to the Sultan during the past live weeks, but 
their messages have been suppressed. It would be greatly in the interests of Turkey 
if tho existing state of affairs were brought to the Sultan’s knowledge, as a serious crisis 
is apprehended,” 

I propose to inform the Sultan. 

A deputation of influential Sheikhs, I believe, arrived hero yesterday from Yemen 
to try to come to some practical settlement with the Ottoman Government. 

(Confidential.) 

On Wednesday His .Majesty sent Ghalib Pasha to ask my private advice as to what 
course should be taken in regard to Yemen. 

In reply I said that in view of the insufficient knowledge in my possession it was 
difficult to give an opinion, but that now affairs seemed to have reached such a pass 
there that 1 thought that unless His Majesty granted at least administrative autonomy 
tho country might be lost, as ho was not in a position either to support tho continual 
drain on the financial resources of the Empire or to send reinforcements. 


[19765] No. 77. 

Sir lidward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 03.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 19, 1907. 

It U SSI AN Minister for Foreign Affairs lias communicated to me, through Count 
Benckcndorff, following message:— 

“ In view of troubled and disquieting state of affairs in Turkish districts bordering 
on Caucasus, we consider that it would be of advantage that the situation should he 
examined by British and French Consuls at Erzeroum, Bitlis, and Van acting in 
concert with their Russian colleagues. The Imperial Government would be grateful 
to llis Majesty’s Government if the British Ambassador at Constantinople might 
receive instructions in this sense.” 

With regard to desire of Russian Government to instruct Consuls, I should ho 
glad to learn your views as to expediency of the suggestion. 
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[20503] No. 78. 

India Office to Foreign Office. —{Received June 21.) 

, 1 AM directed by Mr. Secretory Morlpy to acknowltdge^iio receipt’of 90 Jour 

letter, dated the. Sth ultimo, on the subject of the interpretation furnished bv" (tie 
French Government of the stipulation in their Memorandum of the 80, November 
F 111 V?'!' 1 SCmcL '’ ftmI . t0 Inclose, for the information of Secretory Sir 

ivilM * ’ T’,! telegrams to and from the Government of India, from which it 

Hill he seen that they arc of opinion that, tho interpretation proposed by tho French 
Government may he accepted as satisfactory. 1 • 

concurs in this view, on the assumption that natives nOviffatintr 
wS^'tlmV'thos ^T 1 ,' ”" s Undo1 ' tllis *P ceinl Agreement w ill not havifSther 

ftoflvo 1 reneh°nr C< I T rS a "' 1 7'V ,,f ,lllo " s '""lor the 

hi the e r,i e S ’i !. Ics ? t,H 'y come under 1 lie category of persons aetunllv 

Mutcat of i&Fl ° r ° fVrrcd *° in Artic, ° JV «*f «ic French Treaty with 

l am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 78. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

w TuS “• <*» ><•> ». m. 

of il ! tc .‘'l > " i , ta ! ion of stipulation in French Memorandum 

ment °“ a " ,s 111 tllclr 6<;rv “ 1, '. furnished by tho French Govern- 

Sth kireh) 5 -- tC ° Smm ° f 1201 ' ,Tiluuai T a '»l letter horn Foreign Cilice of the 

n " W l' il0 M Government does not claim the right to grant in future to 

ti e French fffi-on'di l “h ‘if SL ''''’ ic0 ,,f , a ft * nch rosi.iont, authorization to fly 

tne French fln D on allows that arc tho personal property of such natives nnv French 
reside,, m Muscat owning dhows will have the right of‘causing tlZto benavigatod 
uudor the Fionch ilag, even if they are manned only by natives in his service.” a 

Foreign Office are of opinion that this interpretation may he accented as 
satisfactory, provided that it is formally accepted by the French Government Please 
let me have your views by telegraph. Jrlraso 


Inclosure 2 in No. 78. 

, Government of Indiu lo Mr. Morten. 

(Telegraphic.) P. y , , 

YOUlt telegram dated the l ltli May : Muscat Award. 

Frenel^Govern'm t' C acoc l )t M satisfactory the interpretation proposed by tho 


[20694] No. 79. 

(No 7S ) S,r 0 (o " or 10 Sir Gr.p.—(Received June 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 23, 1907. 

I 0 ?™",' i' 0 ' 72 of the 131,1 and . v011r telegram No. 03 of the 19th instant: 
Disturbed state of Armemn. 

Vo lias specially sent to liitlis from Van (see my despatch 

No. 3-6 of tlic 9tli instant), and my Russian colleague, with whom I lrnvo spoken, 
concurs with me in tlnnkmg that it miglit be sufficient if the Russian Consul at. 
tilths were to confer with him. 
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Telegraphic instructions were sent to Captain Dickson by me on the litli instant 
to act ns far as possible in concert and confer freely with the'Russian Consul. 

I have informed b reach Charge d'A (fairer of the steps taken in concert with mv 
Russian colleague, but there is no French Consul at Bitlis. 


Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 24.) 

(No. 354.) 

3ir * t it nrn i ail,, Therapia, June 15,1907. 

I IIAVI', the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 20L of the 
2.)th ultimo and No. 218 of the 5th instant on the subject of German activity in 
Mesopotamia, and I will endeavour to ascertain the truth of the statements made in 
the extract from the “ Standard ” which you inclose. 

I would venture to remind you ‘that Major Ramsay, in the Confidential 
Memorandum inclosed in his despatch No. 51 of the 12th ultimo, which is transmitted 
herewith, states that “there seems to be little doubt that there will be a German 
bank in Bagdad before long. l)r. Gutman, of the Deutsche Orient Bank, is expected 
here in the course of the next three or four weeks.” 

Major Ramsay has sinco then reported that he hears the Germans are seeking 
for a Coal-Mines Concession in Persian territory east of Bagdad. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. U. O'CONOIl. 


Inclosure in No. 80. 


Memorandum by Major Ramson. 

(No. (I. Confidential.) 

1. Koweit. It. is said hero that Khalid, who is a son of Muhammad and a nephew of 
Sheikh Mubarak has been made a I’aslia, that bo is on very good terms with Sheikh 
Mubarek, from whom ho has received XT. 8.000 and 2(10 camels. It is also said that 
the Sultan has sent presents to Mubarek and settled on him an allowance of JET. 150 
a-month. Mubarek is said to have sent fifteen horses to the Sultan, but my informant 
could not tell mo who had bought the presents nor by what road the horses had been 
sent. 

-■ Hr. Grotbe .—A German named Dr. Hugo Clrothe has been here for some time. 
He told mo that ho was an etlmographist and geographer, but I see that on his visiting 
card, which is printed in Turkish and English, he describes himself ns a doctor of law 
and philosophy and General Secretary of the Munich Oriental Society, lie has been 
travelling a good deal in Turkey and is now going to Pushti Kuh with the Vali of 
Pusliti Kuh who is at Bagdad. In spite of Dr. Grothe’s assertions to the contrary 
there is no doubt that he is engaged in making commercial inquiries, perhaps with 
special reference to agricultural questions and banking. When he passed through 
Mosul the Consular Agent there reported that he was a member of the German Board 
of Trade, and that he had written to Germany to induce a German manufacturer to 
send out pumps for irrigation. Several persons to whom Mr. Lloyd has applied for 
information have remarked that ho seems to want all the samo information that is 
asked for by Dr. Grotbe. 

1 heard at Bagdad that Dr. Grotho had called on tho local representative of the 
Senniyo and tried to induce him to buy German pumps. This official is said to have 
telegraphed to Constantinople for orders, and to have received a reply that ho was not 
at present to buy any German goods. 

ii. JinylM Education .—Some weeks ago the Chief Rabbi told me that he hoped 
to open a now school for teaching English, lie has recently sent mo a message to tell 
me that he bears that there will be official opposition. If i wero to attempt to press 
the matter 1 should tlo more barm than good, but I may be able to put in a word for 
English education when the Vali pays his promised visit to the Protestant school at 
Bagdad. The head of tin* Mission lias been away for some time at Mosul. 

I. Russian Consul-General.—Tho Russian Consul-General recently mentioned to 
me that be bad made tlx- acquaintance of Sheikh llumaidi, who is a son of Farllun 
Pasha, the Chief of the .farbeh Shammnr tribe, who live on the Tigris above Bagdad. 
1 had just before heard that he bad given a magazine rifle to llumaidi. M. MaschkofI, 
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a!, ; 00 1 'TP f; >r ltussm, IS a man of curious character. Ho is the most 

aoctablo generous, and hospitable man that I know. Consequently be has a largo 
Tni° f n , cqu 1 '. lnt! " 1C ' e f 'T information. Ho is assisted by a Madame 

of LJ mm - !nt° If'T at 1 P"? 3ian , Cons ." llUo > who is a very good linguist and fond 
of going into Mahommodan female society. M. Mnschkoff ought to be a man of rou- 
tblnb &i l " ) ' n ". l ' uco Bagdad, but I doubt ,f ho is. Ho makes himself too cheap I 
is imtidim in h!,S ,7'‘ 0 e . nt l " n, l >l ' r "duch'is likely to get him into trouble any day. It 
is nothing unusual for him to commit an assault in the street. 

,i . ?j, l '"h */£«*<» *'«*.; Tho Vali of Pusliti Kuh has been to call on me. I helievo 
that the other Consuls paid linn the first call, hut partly by luck and partly liv gootl 
" '|!fr ent ° n t lC i pa , rt i ° f Mr ' , Gask !"' 1,0 ''"'no to seo me first. When I returned bis 
ca m was surrounded by people trying t„ sell bin, rubbish; among others, one man 
:«»?"•*» sel1 him spectacles. I said that the proper selection of glasses required 
skill and the use oi instruments and lenses, and I promised to send the Residency 

filTand h'w ° "7r 'Vi h* hi • T, S - Tl "' ' !,li scorned 'ery pleased with the 
l a, and he was grateful when Captain McConnchyc went to see him. I am ordering 
tl,tee patrs or glasses or the Valt and shall in due course ask the Government of 

was goiiig with fc*? ** ‘° ^ VaI1 -« »«“ 1 -o.be 

I mentioned to the \ ali that the (iovernment of India was sending two officers to 
kermansbah to lmy nudes, ami lie said that there were plenty of good mules in Pusliti 
Iseort he iffi ' f rt°" ' "l k '“ w 'i' 1 "'" '>•« officers arrived bo would send men to 
Beit tl, !• a 0 ’’ ' ‘-' s co i" ltrv t £rom , !' KU ' Badra to ICormanshnh, and also gee 

tl a they saw a good collection of mules. I lie Vali appeared to be friendly, I took 
him mu the Residency and showed him tho Gomel. 

lh ' "' ils 8° iu s with the Vali to Pusliti Kuh I telegraphed 

lis m- I r 1 Mm “‘ cr , al «*••« whether he would like me to attempt to 

diseoill.tgc tin; proposal, and if he thought it would be a good thing to obtain tho 

nenr’V h i I'l TT" . < :"P a " W: <iur:il. The Minister replied that it was better to be 
neutral, Imt that I should inform the Consul-General of what 1 heard. M. MasehkofT 
S.-B 1 , v"f k, "r hjl'o alaint Grollic, bill be said that it would be easy to stop his going 

eo i . l L b f L / 8< "-‘ • 11,1 V " n "' m 0 ! 10 "’ ,l,is k ’ 'h’no, and lie replied that it 
eoi ld be done by giving a hint to (Undue Rn Z n Klian (the Vali). I said that it was 

dm Perm i i ° “'‘‘^^h.sehkoir thou said that be agreed will, me, and that 

lie Germans would get what information they wanted. At present M. MascbkolT is 
tbnsM?,?r to T 'ho.fiernmn Consul, ami I cannot avoid the impression 
that he suggested making difficulties to see if I would agree, ami that be was not really 

he MM, Vb ir y M " S TO '!! ra, T ' !, ' r " w, ‘ interests. This impression is caused more 
bj M. Maschkolf s manner than by any words that he used. Has be received instructions 
at BaXl ! ’n|"’ S v"® ; rlR,,, e arc various stories to aee,min for the presence 

at I .igd.nl of the \ alt of 1 Ushlt Kuh. I)ue story is that one i,r the Shah’s brothers is 
trying to persuade linn to declare against the present Shah, and that lie lias left Ids 
country In avoid taking any decided Fine of action. Tile more plausible story that the 
■dir. nmi w" g ''' l "f p ‘ ,,f with ''■other and that they 

m t * . . . ^ 

The Vali has given me the name of a British subject ns the person through whom 
Lp®K^: ra " ,rattC 1 lla ™ ‘ lk > Mild a Bagdad dew who IgS 

m ,l! ; : rS‘ p"-’ / "'-|7. 1!y tk ? Iast mad 1 received an envelope from Paris addressed 

, ;" 1 when I opened it I ..I two closed letters, one 

IW 1 , ' ’ ? r. il f h,l - a,K tl "> otI . lor ,0 Hey. I do not know who Ismail 

Bej IS, but kynzim Pasha is a brotbor-m-lmv of the Sultan, who has been in disgrace 
for some years I believe that one of his alleged crimes was that bo was too friendly 
with tho English, and that lie wanted to sell to them some of his landed property 1 

to roeekeldm ^ffnm *’ S t'"it he hasdeclined 
till L U U 0 ™'!! 1 ' I ,' 1 " " 0t ? u,to . k,KW what <o do with the letters, 

lie r, ft, k ■ lho " 1 .°" ‘h° ahaueo of getting a convenient opportunity of 

d(.menu„ them, with a warning that I cannot allow myself to lie used as a p US | Jffieo 
for clandestine eorrespomlenee. 1, is . of course, possible that the lutiere ar. ot 
genuine, and that a trap is being mudo forme. I101 

./• K ’" : ' 0 - f ! s "d'l"d. .In my Confidential Memorandum No. 1 I gavo an account of 

aratberjutcrosttugntesseg,, senttome by the Ku/.i of Bagdad. When the late Vali 
left a^dadabout hobruary last the Kazi became acting Vali and I seized the upper- 
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tunity to call on him. Ho did not return my call for some time, bo I told my native 
agent to ask him the reason. TIo replied that he was afraid to be seen at the British 
Residency, and I said that I did not wish to press tho point. 

A few days ago I came face to face with him on M. Maschkoff's lawn, and tho 
next day ho sent a message to say that he would liko to call on me. The interview 
has not yet taken place, and I shall he much interested to hoar how ho accounts for 
this sudden change of attitude. 

8. Russian Stalionnaire .—The Russian Consul-General informed Mr. Gaskin a few 
days ago that the Russian Government were sending a steamer to Bushire to remain at 
the disposal of the Russian Representative there. M. MaschkoiT said that he had last 
heard of tho steamer at Perim. 

9. German Rank .—There seems little doubt that there will be a German Bank in 
Bagdad before long. Dr. Gauthmann (?) of the Deutsche Orient Bank is expected here 
in the course of the next three or four weeks. 

10. Disturbances on the Tigris .—Bagdad is entirely cut off from telegraphic com¬ 
munication and there are the most disquieting rumours about. On the 11th May the 
Vali of Bagdad sent, to ask me if I had heard anything of an attack on one of Lynch’s 
steamers. To-day (the 12th) I have heard one story that the British Consulate at 
Bussorah has been attacked, and another that the tribes in the Lower Tigris are in a 
very disturbed state. It is impossible to guess what foundation there is for these 
stories. 

J. RAMSAY. 

Bagdad, May 12, 1907. 


[20766] No. 81. 

Sir .V. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

(No. 355. Confidential.) 

Sir, Therap!a, June 13, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 106 of the 20th March and to my despatch 
No. 311 of the 28th ultimo, I have tho honour to transmit herewith copy of a 
despatch from IIis Majesty’s Consul at Erzcroum inclosing copies of despatches and 
an extract from a private letter from Mr. Safrastian, the dragoman in charge of His 
Majesty’s Vice-Consulate at Bitlis, relative to tho condition of the Christians in tho 
Moush and Bitlis districts. 

The outrage committed by the Tclinoush Rcshid at the village of Vartcnis, which 
Appears to be substantiated, is a particularly cruel one and I hope to get the culprit 
severely punished. 

I am somewhat reluctant to implicitly accept all the statements made by the 
Armenian gentleman who is in charge of Ilis Majesty’s Vice-Consulate at Bitlis, but 
I note that he says that the action of the authorities has of late been more moderate, 
which probably indicates that the instructions sent by tin* Grand Vizier have had a 
good effect. 

Captain Dickson, His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, is shortly proceeding on a 
tour in the southern portion of his vilayet, and 1 have instructed him to stay as long 
as possible at Bitlis with a view to inquiring into the situation. L greatly regret 
that it has not been possible to station a regular Consular officer at Bitlis during the 
summer, lmt I think the presence of Captain Dickson, although Bitlis is not properly 
within his district, will have good results and enable the Embassy to judge accurately 
of the real condition of aifairs. In the meantime, I am furnishing the Grand Vizier 
with a precis of the reports from Van ami Bitlis, and I am confident that he will make 
a strict inquiry into the facts and will cause justice to be done to the utmost of his 
power. 

At the request of the Russian Ambassador, I have requested Captain Dickson to 
confer with the Russian Consul at Bitlis with a view to representations to the Vali 
more or less of a joint character. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


.Enclosure 1 in No. 81. 

Consul Shipley to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 29. Confidential.) 

Sir, Erzcroum, May 30, 1907. 

"WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch of the 6th April last inclosing 
the copy of a telegram addressed by the “Droshak” newspaper in London to llis 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 1 have now the honour to 
transmit to your Excellency herewith the copies of two despatches which I have 
received from Mr. Safrastian, dragoman in charge of Ilis Majesty’s Vice-Consulate at 
Bitlis, furnishing a report which 1 had requested from him on the condition of the 
Christians in the Moush and Bitlis districts. 

Mr. Safrastian in his despatch (lnclosure No. 2) after referring to the high-handed 
proceedings adopted with regard to the Armenian villagers by the Commission 
appointed to effect the settlement of the Mussulman immigrants into those parts, 
gives a further list of the shocking outrages which it is alleged have been committed 
by the tax-gat herd’s on helpless Armenian women in the absence of the men folk of 
the latter. Mr. Safrastian, as your Excellency will notice, ‘addressed two specific 
cases and, whether the reports of these outrages’ be in all instances authentic or not, 
it is impossible to ignore the fact on which I have so frequently had occasion to 
insist that at no time does any serious effort appear to have been made by the 
authorities to inquire into the complaints brought by Armenians or to bring the 
offenders to justice if found guilty. It is, however, to hi; noted that the agitation 
among the Armenian villagers for emigration to Russia would appear to have had the 
effect of procuring for the latter a respite of a certain kind if, as Mr. Safrastian 
thinks, it is to this cause that the temporary suspension of the collection of all taxes, 
excepting that on sheep, together with tho introduction of milder methods, is to he 
attributed. 

Air. Safmstian’s second despatch (lnclosure No. 3) deals with the request which, 
as reported to your Excellency in my despatch No. 21 of the 1st instant, L had 
addressed to him for information respecting the existence or otherwise of an anti- 
Governincntul agitation among the Kurdish and Turkish population of his district, 
as also whether there was any foundation for the fears which it was alleged were 
being entertained of a second massacre. As your Excellency will notice, Mr. Safrastian 
considers that, notwithstanding a momentary panic among the Christians, referred 
to in my telegram to your Iixcelloncy of the 24-th instant, there are no real grounds 
for tho latter of tho two rumours above referred to; while as regards the first, although 
the events at Erzcroum of the past year would appear to have had a certain influence 
on the Turkish Notables of Bitlis, the strength and organization of the latter are, 
he thinks, not sufficient to justify the fear of any scrious\-intiGovernmcntal agitation 
on their part. 

I subjoin herewith, for your Excellency's further information, the copies of an 
extract from a private letter, dated the 11th instant, which l have received from 
Mr. Safrastian giving full details respecting the movement among the Armenians of 
the Bitlis vilayet for emigration to Russia, tho substance of which I have already 
communicated to your Excellency in my telegram of the 21th instant above 
referred to. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) II. S. SHIPLEY. 


lnclosure 2 in No. 81. 

Mr. Safrastian to Consul Shipley. 

Sir, Hitlis, May 11, 1907. 

"WITH reference to your despatch of the 19th ultimo, I have the honour to report 
that the condition of affairs in the Moush ami Bitlis districts is far from being satis¬ 
factory, even compared with that of two or three years ago. 

After the settlement of the Mussulman immigrants in Bowlanik last autumn, 
reported by Mr. Geary on the 2nd October last, a Government Commission was sent 
from Moush to the plain in December, to discover suitable habitations for further 
contingents of Moslem immigrants which were to arrive soon. From the complaints 
made by the Armenians of villages of Ardonk, Vartcnis, Dermerd, Amis, Oushdam, 
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&c., to flic Vali hero, it was understood that the Commission presided over by the 
ill-famed Khalil Effcndi of Mousli, to be able to procure habitations for the immigrants 
was forcing the Armenians out of their homes, grouping together two or three 
families of them in a singlo house. Fields and pastures, helonsing to Armenians by 
title deeds, were line out for the immigrants, which, fortunately have not arrived 
hitherto, and there are no news of their immediate arrival. 

Some villages in the plain, IComs, Amis, Oushdam, &c., are almost emptied of 
thiMf Armenian inhabitants in the course of last year, tlio Armenians having fled to 
Diarbektr, Aleppo, and Khinis (in some eases), from other villages of the plain 
Zianlct, Shcikuan, Dom, Kizil-Aglmtch, Avnzaglmr, Meghdi, Sordar, Khcvhian 
&c., five or ten families from each lmvo escaped to the aiiove-meiitioned places ’ 

The reasons of these flights are said to he : firstly, their utmost misory, and the 
impossibility of livelihood in their present conditions; secondly, their cruel treatment 
at I lie hands of tax-gatherers, specially when, owing to their financial incapacity they 
cannot pay the taxes. 

As a result of the irresponsible conduct of tax-gatherers, the collection of taxes 
is a permanent scourge for the Armenian population of this vilayet, allege the 
villagers. All the reports, stories, and the complaints of Armenians, from one end of 
the Mousli plain to the other, converge on the snmc point, to the ell'cct that the tax- 
gatherers treat the Armenians like beasts, exact Irom them food for themselves and 
for (heir animals, when they know even that the villagers do not possess what they 
require, they heat them to the point of fainting, insult them in every wav In the 
absence of men (as the men run away hearing the coming of tax-gatherers) tliev treat 
the women still more shamefully ; they collect them (especially the young ones) in 
stables, tie them to each other by the hair, put eats into their drawers, spit into their 
mouths, undross them, and pour out cold water over them. 

I adduce the cases of two women in Vnrtenis in October last, reported bv 
the priests ol the village and pun firmed from other sources. Jlavaz, the wife of 
Avediss, and Koliar, the wifo of .Melik, both of them young and pregnant, were hull- 
down by the led, as a joke, by a certain iteshid Tohaoush, A tew hours later both 
women had miscarried their children very painfully. 

As a typical ease it is to lie mentioned that the tax-gatherers had forcibly sold in 
.lamiary last• the grains of some Armenian families in Kliaskegh (threo hours from 
Moush). tor tlio -1,000 piastres acquired in this way the tax-gatherers had given 
receipts only for J.tmo piastres. Some Weeks later other tax-gatherers had arrived in 
the village, demanding the remaining 2,000 piastres, once paid already. The victims 
came here and protested to tend Paslm, who referred the matter to the Government 
of Mousli, from which they had been expelled already. 

it is, however, to lie stated that no collection of faxes is carried on since February 
last, all over the vilayet, except the sheep-tax, which was eoilccted quite miidiv in 
-March, dins relapse in the collection of taxes is attributed to the widespread 
tendency ami the present movement cf emigration, which is the burning question 
ol (lie day for tins vilayet. 

With the people of Koulaiiik and Aklilat, hundreds of villagers of the Mousli 
plain are coming every day to Bitlis to demand permission for emigration to Itussiu 
hev have not done any ploughing or sowing, being firm in tlioir plan of cmigation. 

1 ll '*v nllego they are so heavily charged with debts to Kurils, that even with the most 
successful harvest this summer they will be left without any provision for next 
winter. In these circumstances, they say, tlio only alternative for them is the 
emigration to Russia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARS11AG S. SAFltASTIAK, 

__ Dray oman, 

Inelosine 3 in No. 81. 

Mr. Safrustian to Consul Shipley. 

S "’’ with r , , , „ , ' Hay 11,1907. 

Mill relereiieo to your despatch of the liltli April last, I have the honour to 
reporl Mint there seems to he no foundation of tlio allegation as to the existence of an 
agitation aiming Turks anil Kurds of this vilayet directed against the Government.' 

.. 1 "!l"" 1 ' lr ‘-•vents at Erzcroum in October last, the Imperial pardon of the 

personal 1 and “domestic animals ” taxes, which here at least were considered to he. 
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the outcome of the former, and tlio provocatory lottcrs from the rebellion loadors of 
Erzeroum to the Turkish Notables of Bitlis, have perceptibly roused lately the popular 
consciousness as to their collective power for political activity; but it is not an 
organized and strong force to justify the fears of an agitation. 

The case of the 8th instant may.he considered an illustration of my abovc- 
T ? nc ;‘ ! “ s . ert !°"j Aft “ dn >' s < >f deliberation ami hesitation, all the Turks and Kurds 
of Piths had decided on M ednesday last to close the lmzaar and tlio shops (persuading 
some of the Armenians to follow them) and make a demonstration before the house of the 
;.al' fo ‘' grievances caused by the prohibition of the circulation of worn coins. On 
the morning of the 8th all shops word closed, and for some hours serious fears of a 
rebellion were expressed; hut Ferid Pasha was wise enough to persundo some Chiefs 
anil push them to open their shops, which was followed at once by all others. 

Having m view the intellectual level of the population hero as a whole, in my 
huinblo opinion there is slight chance of success of an agitation as long as the 
Government docs not touch the persona! interests of the Moslem people. 

As regards the allegation of another Armenian massacre, there does not seem to 
be any foundation for such an assertion. Some suspicion was felt on tlio 3rd instant 
and allI Armenians ot llitlis fled from the market, alleging that tlio massacre was to 
f’Z’!| m f aftCr T,"; S T° Turks " ‘■•re reported ns having informed their Armenia,i 
friends of the possibility or a massacre. Nothing happened, however, and the next. ,lav 
every Armenian was sure m the market. The only solution given to this riddle was 
thnt-for nluA I have no proof wliatover-the Vali, foreseeing the possibility of an 
agreement between the Moslems and the Armenians or Bitlis for a common 'demon- 
ti™peoples“ CC ° Un ° f * 8 '™ m C,>m8 ' W “ tC<1s °"’ dis ™ ri1 a,1(1 oBinity between the 
in this vilayet" 13 l ° ^ ot,lor<vise n0 ground for fears of another massacre of Armenians 
I have, &e. 

(Signed) AltSUAG 8. SAFltASTIAN, 

_ Dragoman. 

Inclosurc 4 in No. 31. 

Mr. Safrastian to Consul Shipley. 

(Private.) r J 

ACCORDING to official news, 120,000 Armenians have applied tortile’Goveru- 
ment. so far (through their representatives), from Boulanik, Aklilat, and Melazghord 
demanding passports for Buss,a. They have not sown any field of land this 2 
and seem entire y determined to emigrate without any secret designs. Eve,, in spire 
of the tact that the Government, foreseeing the possibility of a famine next winter sent 
out suwan (mounted gendarmes) to the above-mentioned kazas for the purpose of 
compelling tlio Armenia,, peasants to plough and sow the lands. Eve, I . the 
efforts ol the gendarmes-oecasionally the tortures-hnvo proved futile hitherto, which 
L think, shows that they arc unite firm in their decision. • 

In the course of the week the representatives of more than twenty villages of the 
Mousli p am came here, giving in Petitions. It is said that all tlio Armenian villa-rs 
There ii’!”" 1 - . 10ll ‘ leU,,0 ." s; limy also do not. do any ploughing or sowing 

There w a general anxiety among the people hereof an almost certain "[amine next 
umtor if the Armenians will persist, stubbornly in their decision, and I take the liberty 
of culling J our attention on this most important Question. 

Tlio VaH asked to his house yesterday some Armenian Notables, and renucstcd 

them to find out means and to persuade tlio Armenians to renounce the foolish id.-i ,,f 
hX' ^ 1°.report to the ArmSttr!rc<^n[ 

t noph that the Armenians want to emigrate in eoiisoqucneo or their ill-treatment at 
the hands of the Kurils and their extreme distress. Ho had presented lo them a 
tehgram addressed to the Imperial I alaee, compelling them to sign it,saving that tlio 
Uussiau Consul at Bitlis and Ins dragoman are inciting the i-tiurnni viihi-ors to 
emigration and alluring them into the slip nosod Eldorado of the Caucasus will, false 
promises,\iz., grant ot lauds in Russia, the expenses of the journev, Ac. 1 think 
personal]y, that the Vali is right in Ins complaint against M. Cliirkow." ’ 

1 lirec days ago, on I ridiiy, the Armenians here were frightened bv a rumour that 
tile mapa_cr^would begin at the noontime of the same day. All Armenians closed 
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their shops at once and took refuge in their houses. Thoro was really nothing in it, 
the explanation being that the Voli wanted to plav a foul game of sowing enmity 
between the Turks and Armenians at Bitlis, which, he thinks arc on the eve of an 
agreement for a common demonstration against the Government for the question of 
worn coins. 1 

From trustworthy sources it was stated that a demonstration was to he made, had 
the earthquake not happened in these days. On the 8th May, Wednesday last, nil 
Kurdish nnd Turkish shopkeepers and artisans had agreed not’to open the shops and 
make a demonstration Ijcforc the “ baroque ” of the Vali. For a few hours suspicions 
and fears were spread everywhere, but Ferid Pasha was wise enough to win some 
influential Chiefs and cause them to open the shops, which was soon followed by 
everybody. Two hours later the market was as lively as usual. At present nothin" is 
to l>c feared. 


[20777] No. 82. 

Sir A'. O'Conor to Sir Edwanl Greti.—(diereived June 211 
(No. 367.) ’ 

®‘ r ’ Therapia, June 19, 1007. 

u 1111 reference to your despatch No. 21S of the 5th instant, on the subject of the 
proposed establishment of a German bank at Bagdad, I have the honour to transmit 
herewith copy of a despatch which Major Ramsay, Acting British Consul-General in 
that Ojty, has addressed to the Board of Trade, urging that a British hank should bo 
established there. 

1 believe that the Ottoman Bank would welcome the establishment of such a bank 
as 11 would divide the responsibility of advances, and, in their opinion.be generally 
beneficial to both institutions as well as to the development of trade. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) N. R. O’COXOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 82. 

Acting Consul-General Ramsay to Hoard of Trade. 

(Confidential.) 

r 11 * iri' I, . . Bagdad,Mpy 20,1907. 

l MAN L the honour to invite the attention of the Board of Trade to the desirability 
of taking immediate steps to induce British bankers to examine the possibility of 
opening a branch at Bagdad. I regret that I am not in a position to give such detailed 
information on the prospects of success as would bo of use to an expert. The trade of 
l-Mgdad is not only large, but it is growing, and with the increased attention that is 
being directed to this part of the world, the trade must grow very quickly in the 
lultire. In addition to the ordinary statistics which are already available to any 
inquirer m London, 1 can only give the following information :— 

<1)1 he Deutsche Orieiil Bank has every intention of opening a branch here before 
long, and a representative of the hank, who is or was at Tehran (M. CJutmaun) is 
expected here in a few weeks. This is a matter of common knowledge. I also hear 
lat a powerful French bank is making inquiries about the prospects of business here. 
y.) I he credit conveniences available at Bagdad are generally admitted to fall 
s mrt of the demand. I ho result is that the ordinary rate for discounting bills varies 
from about 10 to Id per cent. These bills are locally known as “ Compialas," they 
usually pass through the bauds of a “ Sarraf ” (half broker, half banker), and are looked 
upon as good security. 

I . ( 3 ; ) JJ^r ouut tlleso ? Compialns " is estimated at about 250,0007. Of these, 
a >out 1 K),t.KK)L aro said to bo in the hands of the Ottoman Bank, while the rest are in 
the hands ot .Jews and others. 

•i o (Hoard of Trade Commercial Mission) has interviewed some of tlie 

oarmfs, and ho understands that they would welcome, and not oppose, the opening 
, n . . ,I0W hank. A number of merchants have also expressed their desire for better 
banking facilities. 

| inclose a list of those persons who aro in England, and who are likely to have 
a their disposal knowledge of Bagdad business, which might serve as a basis for 
further inquiry by an export. 
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2. I have uot been able to find out the reasons that led the Imperial Bank of 
Persia to withdraw from Bagdad in favour of the Imperial Ottoman Bank. 

3 Though I can at present do no moro than suggest inquiry by an expert, I should 
bo glad to do my best to answer any direct questions, the answers to which would be 
useful to an expert. The one tiling of which I am certain is that if an English bank 
,s to make a fair start it should lose no* time in openiug business here, otherwise it 
will find competitors in possession. At present the Imperial Ottoman Bank is alone, 
and it is therefore master of the financial situation. 

It is perhaps not understood in England that goods ordered by letter from Bagdad 
are seldom received in less than four months, while they often take much longer to 
reach Bagdad. In these circumstances, there is ample scope for credit operations 

1. On showing the draft of this letter to Mr. Lloyd, he informs mo that. 
Mr. Walpole Greonwcll, of the well-known firm of the same name in the city, went into 
the question of the possibility of opening a British bank in Bagdad ; he might prove a 
source of useful information to the Board of Trade. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. RAMSAY, Major, 

Political Resident in Turkish Arabia and His 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General , Bagdad. 











